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DEDICATION. 



TO THE 

RIGHT HON. LORD GRANTHAM, 

. ^c. 8[fi. ^. 



^ A 



My Lord, 

In dedicating, by permission, to your Lord- 
ship the following very humble Memoir^ I 
appear to myself to act with the strictest pro- 
priety and order. For, as your Lordship 
honoured the deceased Rector of Blunham with 
the earliest and latest testimonies of true re- 
gard, and even allotted to him that station in 
the church in which it was his indefatigable 
aim to preach her doctrines, and to exalt the 
object of her adoration ; so he ever spoke of 
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your Lordship with feelings of grateful recol- 
lection and reciprocal esteem. 

That God may ever bless you, as he blessed 
your departed Friend, with " the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ JeauB our Lord^ is 
the unfeigned prayer of him who has the 
honour to remain, 

. My Lord, 
Your Lordship^s obliged and obedient, 

THOMAS ANTHONY METHUEN. 



All Cannings, 

Aug. 27, 1831. 



PREFACE. 



The following Work was projected under cir- 
cumstances which may possibly entitle it to 
some little indulgence from the reader. On 
the decease of Mr. Beachcroft^ in November 
1880, the author, being one of his oldest and 
most attached friends, proposed to his nearest 
surviving relative to prepare for " the Chris- 
tian Observer^ a record of his life and labours. 
It was suggested, in reply to that proposal, that 
a somewhat more extended ^^ Memoir,*^ might 
prove interesting to his relations and friends. 
With this suggestion the author perhaps too 
hastily complied ; and, he fears, consulted his 
feelings' rather than his ability for the under- 
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taking. Indeed so intense was his affection 
for his departed friend, and so highly did he 
estimate Mr. Beaehcroft both as a Christian 
and a Minister of Christ, that, even with the 
full consciousness that the work might have 
fallen into abler hands, he could not deny 
himself the mournful satisfaction of attempt- 
ing it. 

That much may be expected of the biogra- 
pher in the present instance he is himself 
painfully aware ; since his subject is one of no 
minor excellence and no transitory interest. 
In Mr. Beaehcroft were combined the most 
valuable and attractive, if not the most com* 
manding qualities. And if his station in the 
church of Christ was less elevated and conspi* 
cuous, his field of labour less extended, and 
his services consequently less known than those 
of many other clergymen whose history has 
been presented to the public, it may never- 
theless be said with truth ^' he was no com- 
mon man.*^' 
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The author may be allowed to add that he 
has used his best judgment in selecting from 
the materials before him, and that he has en- 
deavoured to guard against that subtile influence 
of friendship which, in all biographical at- 
tempts, is so apt to exaggerate excellencies, and 
to conceal defects of character. He has now 
only to implore the blessing of Almighty Grod 
upon a work which, however feeble in its exe- 
cution, is at least sincerely intended to pro- 
mote the glory of his name. And should *^ the 
Spirit of truth^ vouchsafe, in any one instance, 
to make this ^' Memoir^ of the deceased con- 
ducive to the faith and repentance and spiri- 
tual progress of the living, more particularly 
to the zeal and activity of the younger minis- 
ters of Christ, the memorialist will have abun- 
dant cause to ^^ magnify the Lord,^ and to 
rejoice in God our Saviour.*" 
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CHAPTER I. 



7%e hirth, parentage, and education of Mr. 
Beachcrofl— Early mdieaHona of character. 

If the birth-place of a poet, or a phUosopher, 
be usually sought qu£ with eagerness, and con- 
templated with delight, that of an eminent 
Christian and a devoted minister of Christ, 
should not be a matter of indifference. The 
spot where he first drew breath, is calcu- 
lated to excite associations of the most plea- 
sing and profitable kind. All he did, and all 
he was, may there occur to our recollection. 
And scarcely can the imagination fail to con^ 
trast the powers of the man with the feebleness 

B 
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of the child — ^his progress in life with his re- 
pose in the cradle. Here, too, the active spirit 
of Christian meditation may trace the mercy of 
Omnipotence in tlie preservation of a helpless 
infant. His mercy was sufficiently visible in 
the case of the individual before us; who, at 
a very early age, almost sunk under a violent 
attack of small-pox. Nothing, humanly speak- 
ing, then preserved his life but the sudden 
determination of his aunt, and that in direct 
opposition to the judgment of his medical at- 
tendants, to admit into his rooia a free current 
of air. The infant immediately revived, and 
eventually recovered. To him, therefore, was 
peculiarly applicable the beautiful language 
of the Psalmist :* " Thou wast my hope when 
I hanged yet upon my mother'^s breasts."" 

It cannot, then, be uninteresting to remark, 
that Mr. Beachcroft was born at Queen Hitbe, 
near Lbndon, in the year 1781. His father was 
a respectable merchant, and though unpossessed 
of opulence, was nevertheless sufficiently fur- 
nished with the wealth of this world. Robert 
being their only child^ both his parents r^arded 
him with that affection, and watched over him 
with thai anxiety, which he appeared pecu- 

• Ps. xxii. 8. 
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liarly to daim. Scarcely had diree months 
elapsed, when it pleased the supreme Disposer 
of all temporal events to bereave him of his 
£ather. As the loss was great, especially at 
such an age, so it was compensated, in no in* 
considerable degree, by the exanplary conduct 
of his still surviving parent. A relative of the 
latter, when lately corresponding on the subject, 
expressed herself to the following effect: — 
^ The affectionate xsare of his mother never 
allowed him to fed his loss, as you will see by 
the following note, written by himself, on 
visiting his faliier^s tomb.^ 

March 19, 1819. 

" Yesterday I rode to Wanstead to see 
the state of our vault, containing the remains 
of one so dear to us both. The day was 
fine, but very cold. The sun was shining upon 
the inscription which told me that my father 
died at my own present age. I reviewed the 
many unmerited mercies of thirty-seven years 
to me. I thought of you, who had never 
suffered me to feel his loss. And, while I la- 
mented the imperfections that had clung too 
closely to the discharge of all my filial duties, 
I prayed that I might ever stand in his place, 

b2 
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over whose remains I was then standing ; a.nd 
that if I were removed before you, the wisdom 
of a much better hand than mine might guide 
you safely to your journey''s end. I derived a 
most peculiar pleasure from my ride, and hum- 
bly hoped that, if departed spirits knew what was 
passing upon earth, my parent, whom I had 
not the privilege of knowing, would yet not be 
ashamed to know me as a child of God, and an 
heir of the promises made to me in Christ 
Jesus.'' 

The above allusion to the affectionate con- 
duct of his mother may be supposed to have 
partly originated in the following fact, namely, 
that to the sacred volume she invited the 
thoughts and affections of his childhood; to the 
great depository of truth she resorted for such 
maternal lessons as she felt it her duty to ad- 
minister ; the Bible was thus early heard, as it 
was late remembered, by Mr. Beachcroft. That 
grace which prompted, also eventually pros- 
pered, the efforts of his beloved mother. Nor 
did she manifest a slight concern for the eternal 
welfare of her child, when, at length, she pre- 
sented him with Doddridge's invaluable work 
** On the Rise and^rogress of Religion." Of 
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his perusal of that little volume, as also of his 
habit of reading ** The Oracles of Truth," due 
mention will be made in another part of the 
memoir. One circumstance, however, must 
be noticed, as of some importance in the history 
of Mr. Beachcroft'^s childhood; namely, that 
his grandmother daily read to him some portion 
of the Psalms ; since to the instrumentality of 
such a practice he very much ascribed his 
knowledge of those " songs of Sion.'' 

Never, perhaps, was maternal care more wor- 
thily bestowed than in the case before us ; since 
it never was more abundantly returned in filial 
affection and obedience. At that period, when 
the waywardness of the child may be said to 
antedate the perverseness and obstinacy of the 
man, and to realize the picture drawn by a 
divine hand, ^^ as soon as they are born, they 
go astray and speak lies,"* Mr. Beachcroft is 
said by those who were habitually around him, 
to have been " a very docile child, of a mild 
and amiable disposition ; affectionately attached 
to his mother and to all his relations. He did 
not give early indications of piety ; but he dis- 
covered a general love of truth and what was 

* Psalm IviinS. 
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morally good, with much tender feeling towards 
his fellow-cteatures in general.'' 

The following anecdote, contained in a letter 
from a lady, who knew him in his Tery infancy^ 
may throw further light upon his character. 
" How often have I heard my dear husband 
say, with joy beaming in his countenance, and 
at the same time with a tear trickling down 
his cheek, that when the dear departed (Mr. 
Beachcroft) was a child, he would get into a 
chair, at , with a book in his hand, saying, 

* I will be a clergyman, I will preach to you ;** 
at — , * I will be one of the best of them.' " 
His infantile predictions were, at length, fully 
verified. Whatever construction be put upon 
the foregoing declaration of the child, it cannot 
but derive an interest from the subsequent 
conduct of the man ; since the latter in fact so 
remarkably corresponded with the former. 

Let the reader beware of the popular, but 
mistaken inference, ^^ that a son so amiable 
could not be a partaker of a fallen and corrupt 
nature." That, on the contrary, even the most 
amiable are ^^ bom in sin," is a truth apparent 
to all who, taking the Bible as their standard, 
observe the disposition of a child ; more espe- 
cially his pride, his selfishness, his jealousy, his 
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occasional violatioDS of truth; and above all, 
bis idowness to enter on any one religious exer- 
cise* In candour^ then, it must be admitted 
(and no one, in after life^ was more ready to 
admit it than himsdf ) that Mr. Beachcrc^t, 
though unquestionably a most pleasing and 
engaging child, was nevertheless " a child of 
Adam.^^ As such he was influenced by those 
motives which are merely natural in his obe- 
dience to his widowed mother. He had not 
yet known what it is to be " transformed'^ by 
grace ^* in the renewing of his rnind^" and to 
be constrained by that ^^ love of Christ, which 
passeth knowledge.^ A distinction this between 
natural and religious virtue^ which^ in the pro- 
gress of the present work, will be mem particu- 
larly considered and maintained. 

^^ At what school was Mr. Beachcroft edu- 
cated ?^ is a question that will next be put by 
those who may be interested in his history. 
When he bad entered on his sixth year, he was 
sent to a day-school in Ormond Street; and 
when eight years of age, he was placed at a 
seminary at Greenford, then under the care of 
Dr. Glasse. Here the author is possessed of 
very scanty information; and almost exclu- 
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sively of that which he received, some years 
ago, from the lips of Mr. Beachcroft himself. 
What he chiefly communicated with reference 
to the school was this: that the professional 
qualifications of his master, as well as his ge- 
neral deportment, entitled him to high respect ; 
that his assiduity was great ; and the institution 
strictly private. Under his care Mr. Beach- 
croft commenced that course of study, which 
afterwards obtained for him no mean academical 
distinction. At Greenford he also formed that 
acquaintance with an English nobleman,* which 
was soon matured into a firm and lasting friend- 
ship. It may not be useless to observe that 
Mr. Beachcroft frequently spoke of the morals 
of a private, as contrasted with those of a 
public, school. Though he by no means came 
to a conclusion in favour of the latter, still he 
testified to the mistake of supposing that in the 
smaller seminary the proportion of vice must 
of necessity be also smaller. His words were 
nearly these : (of course he spoke generally :) 
** I shudder to think of what I myself wit- 
nessed in the behaviour of some of my school- 
fellows." This waa principally intended as a 

* Lord Grantham. 
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testimony to the deep corruption of the human 
heart ; the sad, though frequently disregarded, 
consequence of the fall of Adam. 

Whatever were the religious advantages con- 
nected with his residence at Greenford, and 
notwithstanding " the reading and prayers '^ 
which took place in the seminary, (as appears 
by one of his memoranda,) they did not pro- 
duce upon Mr. Beachcroft's mind any consi- 
derable effect. Impressed, as he even then 
was, with a certain sense of his obligations to 
respect religion ; to observe its forms, to par- 
take its ordinances, and to search the S(^rip- 
tures, he was not yet habitually alive to the 
supreme importance of Christianity, as con- 
nected with his eternal interests. Yet the fol- 
lowing letter, written in 1812, to a friend, may 
prove the activity of his early inquiries and 
perceptions on the foregoing subject : " Very 
many years ago I was convinced that there was 
something more behind the curtain . . . . 

than 

juvenile performers are permitted to behold. 
The system did not satisfy me. I searched and 
searched again ; poked out old books even in 
my school holidays ; and was so staggered after 
reading Joneses (probably Jones of Nayland) 

b5 
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^ Plan of R^eneration,^ that I procured Dod- 
dridge^s six sermons on the subject, and eased 
my mind of a heavy load. So with regard to 
other points. I would not call any author 
rabbi, or pin my faith upon his ipae divit : 
but I gathered what I conceived to be the 
truth from them all. I don't know, when I 
look back upon the last twenty years, that I 
ever gained any real instruction from argument, 
or from conversation ; but solely from reading, 
constant meditation, and prayer.^ 

Such (as recollected by himself in the days 
of matured piety and pastoral labour) were the 
workings of Mr. Beachcroft's mind on the all- 
important doctrines of the Christian revelation ; 
and that, too, at a very early period of life. 
To the same period he adverts in a letter 
written to a friend in the year 1811 : " In my 
boyish days I had read * Sturm's Reflections 
for every Day in the Year;* and by reading 
them, was led from the works of nature up to 
nature'*s God.'' As a schoolboy he commenced 
those theological investigations, which as a man 
he so devoutly and successfully pursued. Nor 
is there, in the foregoing statement, any real 
contradiction of the remark, lately submitted 
to the reader, namely, that Mr. Beachcroft, 
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when at school, was ^^ not habitually alive to 
the supreme importance of Christiamty, as con« 
nected with his eternal interests.^ A fact this 
subsequently admitted by himself. All that 
can fairiy be inferred from that part of his cor- 
respondence which we have now quoted, is, 
that he was not without occasional, and those 
perhaps strong, feelings of a religious sort. 
Nor would we venture to afiSrm that they were 
not excited in his bosom by the Holy Spirit. 
Here, as every where, ** the secret things belong 
to the Lord our God.'^* Yet the religious feel- 
ings of Mr, Beachcroft confessedly had not then 
taken such constant possession of his heart as 
to constitute that supreme love to Grod which 
is the fulfilling of his law. 

And, extraordinary as were his inquiries as 
a schoolboy respecting the regeneration which is 
effected by the Holy Spirit in the soul of every 
true believer, and whatever might have been 
the conviction of his mind (assuredly not then 
a distinct one) as to the lost state of man, his 
recovery through the grace of Him, who once 
" died for the ungodly," and justification 
through faith only ; Mr. Beachcroft, like many 
other persons who have been religiously in- 

* Deut. xxix. 29. 



1^ MEHOIB OF THE 

structed by their parents, might be said to per-* 
oeive the shadow, rather than to embrace the 
substance, of these scripture verities. That 
such was the undoubted fact the author has 
more than once collected from the conversation 
of his departed friend. Nor in after life was 
any one more ready than himself to admit the 
vast di£Perence between the intellectual and 
the spiritual reception of the truth as it is in 
Jesus. 
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CHAPTER II. 

His entrance a/nd progress at the University—' 
Continued symptoms of a religums state of 
mind-^His notes on lectures on Theology — 
Short extracts from his Journal and Cor- 
respondence* 

The next important period in the history of 
Mr. Beachcroft was his entrance at the Uni- 
versity of Oxford in the year 1798 ; a period 
subsequently to which the author was brought, 
and (he scruples not to add) by the mercy of 
Divine Providence, into the society of so excel- 
lent a friend. The retrospect may be instruc- 
tive to the reader, as it is in truth affecting to 
the writer. Mr. Beachcroft had, however, re- 
sided about a year in Oriel College, when that 
acquaintance took place between himself and 
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his biographer which soon afterwards assumed 
the higher character of friendship. Of that 
friendship (it must not be concealed) the pecu- 
liar circumstances of the college, relative to its 
younger members, materially enhanced the 
value. Here we allude to that pernicious 
habit of intoxication, which is at once so ini- 
mical to study, so disgraceful to character, and 
so fatal to the highest, the eternal interests of 
youth. Such was the prevalence of that habit 
(since so considerably subdued, if not totally 
expelled) at the period in question, that the 
very temperance of Mr. Beachcroft was no 
small recommendation of his society, and be- 
came not a little influential on the minds and 
manners of his contemporaries. 

His habits, as an undergraduate, were such 
as to insure very high approbation on the part 
of his superiors. Being alive to the value of 
time, duly estimating the importance of an 
university education, and having continually in 
view the purposes for which it was designed, 
Mr. Beachcroft was not less diligent in the 
study, dian attentive in the lecture-room. 
Consequently, when present in the latter, he 
was prepared to answer those questions, and to 
meet those difficulties^ which perplexed his less 
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assiduous associates. Thus, too, he obtained 
from his tutors no inconsiderable meed of 
praise. Though gifted neither with great 
strength, unusual depth, nor extraordinary 
extent oi mind, he was nevertheless so sound, 
so clear, so elegant, so vigorous in intellect, 
that, aided by natural sedulity, he made no 
slight proficiency both in the classics and the 
mathematics. 

This proficiency appeared when Mr. Beaclv*' 
croft at length became a candidate for the de- 
gree of bachdor of arts, in the year 1801. He 
was one of the six undergraduates who first en- 
countered an examination under ^'the New 
Statute.^ The result, however, was highly 
honourable to Mr. fieachcroft ; since he was 
thanked by the examiners (among whom was 
the present learned Bishop of Landaff ) for the 
manner in which he had acquitted himself on 
that occasion. His name was consequently en- 
rolled among those of the well-educated and 
well-informed. 

Let parents^ then, strenuously inculcate on 
the minds of their offspring, when resident at 
either of the Universities, the immense advan- 
tages of diligence. It not only brings into ope- 
ration and distinction confessedly superior ta- 
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knt% but h also stro^idiensdioae i^ an inferior 
kind ; so Aak the litter ooeraonany jHOYe far 
more useful than the fonner. But, when idle- 
ness IS the law of Touth, and the golden privi- 
Wes of an umrersitT education are thrown 
awaj, a foundation is laid for that regret, which 
is cquaDj great and unavailing. What, then, 
must be the disgrace, and the self condemnar- 
tion of the parent, iriio leaves his children, un* 
admonished and unreproTcd, to the conse- 
quences of such a habit ? 

As Mr. Beachcroft was uniformly and on 
principle opposed to idloMss, so was he dis- 
tinguished alike by his manners and his morals. 
The fonnor could not fiul favourably to im- 
press those who value urbanity and kindness. 
These, however, were his exterior and there- 
fore his subordinate characteristics. At that 
period his morals were his highest praise. 
Daring to stand aloof from those whose society 
might have proved his ruin, whose habits were 
wholly incompatible with a due improvement 
of time, and therefore hostile to all his acade- 
mical pursuits, he avoided many dangers which 
are truly formidable to youth. Pride, how- 
ever, in no way governed his determination. 
None of his contemporaries would deny the 
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tmassuming character of his deportment. It 
was, therefore, a strict regard to the advantages 
of moral conduct, as well as of intellectual im* 
provement, that led him to enter his study 
while others were carousing at the table. To 
his temperance was naturi^lly allied that sedate- 
ness of conversation, which gently, but signifi- 
cantly, rebuked those who were accustomed to 
speak with an unbridled tongue. 

His integrity it is superfluous to notice, since 
it was unquestionably without a stain. No one 
was ever known to say, " I have placed too im- 
plicit confidence in Mr. Beachcroft.^ Con- 
nected with this valuable quality was his strict 
regard to economy, and his regularity in dis-. 
charging bills. Parents can testify the value 
of the foregoing habits, whether from the rui- 
nous extravagance, or the beneficial prudence, 
of their children. Nor is it unjust to add, that 
nothing more directly and powerfully fosters 
such ^^ extravagance," than the practice of put- 
ting large sums of money into the hands of boys, 
to be spent, principally perhaps, in mere animal 
indulgences. The spendthrift at school will be 
a greater spendthrift at the University. 

What Mr. Beachcroft was as a friend might 
be inferred from the preceding observations re> 



18 KEMOIR OF THE 

lative to his mind and morals. Yet it may be 
sufficient generally to i^ak of this feature in 
his character, as it will be somewhat particularly 
noticed in a succeeding chapter. No one could 
be more favoured than the authcr in the enjoy- 
ment of that candid opinion, that wise counsel, 
that affectionate sympathy, which constituted, 
in no small measure, the value of his departed 
friend. Here he may confidently appeal to all 
who were partakers of his friendship. They 
cherished it to the very last. Even those who 
took excepticms to his piety could not but 
value his affection. It was proof against the 
combined influence of distance, of dissimilar 
pursuits, and even of time itself. 

During his ekitire residence at Oxford Mr. 
Beachcroft manifested a certain aus^ncious re- 
gard for the principles and precepts of the gos- 
pel. He was at all times an attentive hearer in 
the house of God ; and that not only on ac« 
count of the learning, or ability, or eloquence, 
exhibited by the preacher, but also because of 
the theological knowledge he might communi- 
cate. Such apparently was the object of Mr. 
BeachcroftV diligent pursuit. Here we may 
trace a spirit of laudable inquiry, and a certain 
measure of discrimination, unaccompanied as 



BEV. BOBERT POBTEN BEACHCBOFT. 19 

they then were with the clear view of salvation, 
as the purchase and the gift of Christ. 

To remark that Mr. Beachcroft was also a 
constant communicant at the Lord's table were 
in fact only to affirm that he habitually con* 
formed to long-established coUege rules. Like 
his contemporaries he was required to be a 
partake of the Lord's supper as often as it 
was administered in the chapel ; a practice, of 
which the author would speak with the defe- 
rence and respect due to academical superiors, 
but of which he must be allowed to say that 
it needs their further consideration in order to 
its complete reform. On the point at issue, 
namely, whether an undergraduate should be 
required, on pain of imposition, to present him- 
self at the Lord's table, scarcely can there be a 
difference of opinion among sensible and think- 
ing men. As mere human authority can be 
alleged in vindication of the practice, and as 
divine* authority (so strongly urged in the 
communion service of our church) is most de- 
cidedly opposed to it, is it not incumbent on the 
University to adopt such regulations and re- 
strictions, as shall in future exempt undergra- 
duates frcnn all compulsion to communicate ? 

* 1 Cor. vi. 27, 28. 
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Not that Mr. Beachcroft was even then go. 
vemed by that unbecoming and unchristian 
motive. For, while resident in college, he so 
far estimated the sanctity of ^^ the Lord's sup. 
per^ as commemorative of his sufferings and 
death, that he never partook of that sacrament 
without some preparatory prayer; a practice 
which, probably, originated in the admonitions 
of his valued mother. 

A further estimate may be formed of the re- 
ligious principles of Mr. Beachcroft as main- 
tained even in his youth, if we state some in- 
teresting facts, for the truth of which the writer 
may confidently pledge himself* First, it ap- 
peared that Mr. Beachcroft employed himself 
every Sunday evening, during his continuance 
at Oxford, in reading "Beveridge's Private 
Thoughts," and "Doddridge's Rise and Pro- 
gress of Religion," the volume presented to 
him, as we before observed, by his mother.* 

His early attention to the above treatises 
Mr. Beachcroft some years since himself con- 
fessed to his memorialist. Yet so secretly was 

• Both deeply serious and eminently useful works ; in 
the latter of which the author traces^ with inimitable 
order, the progress of the true Christian, from his first 
conviction of sin to his final admission into heaven. 
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this occupation conducted at the' time» and 
it seems, through that " fear of man,^ which 
^' bringeth a snare,^ that not even his most 
intimate associates had any suspicion of his 
habit. Another, and a still more important 
one, was his perusal of the sacred volume. 
That he read it occasionally, if not frequently, 
and even daily, is evident from that allusion to 
the study of it, which, on more than one occa- 
sion, he himself subsequently made. 

In addition to these pleasing evidences of 
youthful seriousness and consideration, we must 
advert to a short, but still a very significant, 
memorandum, which occurs in a *^ Journal of a 
tour in Wales,^ in the year 1799, and written 
by Mr. Beachcroft himself. Alluding to his 
visit to the cathedral church at Hereford, on 
a sabbath-day, he notes, ^^ Some of the choris^ 
ters sung well. — A true gospel sermon^ An 
expression this which could scarcely have been 
used by one altogether ignorant of " the truth,^^ 
and inattentive to the manner in which it was 
developed by the preacher. 

What construction is to be put upon these 
early manifestations of religious principle, must 
be left to the decision of the reader. To the 
author it decidedly appears that a religious 
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feeling was even then silently at work in the 
bosom of his amiable friend; and that while 
others were under the control of mere natural 
conscience, he ^^ felt the working of the Spirit 
of Christ, mortifying the works of the flesh, 
and drawing up the mind to high and heavenly 
things.**^* There was something more than 
commonly hopeful in such developments of 
character as we have now noticed. 

Mr. Beachcroff s intention of devoting him- 
self to the Christian ministry was not uncon- 
nected with the above religious manifestations. 
That design was irrevocably formed during hi$ 
college residence, and led him to pay a marked 
attention to such studies as were strictly theo- 
logical. 

Before we more particularly notice them, it 
may be well to lay before the reader a concise 
note of Mr. Beachcroft, (dated 1799,) on the 
2nd volume of Milner'^s Church History, p. 186, 
a work of golden excellence. ^' In Ephraim's 
days (the Syrians) the pastoral character ap- 
peared to good men awful beyond measure; 
requiring little less than angelic virtue. In our 
days, is not conveniency and love of gain the 
principal motive, and decency the principal 
qualification P^ 

♦ Vide Article I r. 
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In October 1801, he was not only a hearer 
of the lectures in divinity, then publicly given 
by the learned Bishop Randolph, but he also 
made such notes as proved the stedfastness of 
his attention to their respective subjects. A 
single Ef)ecimen may suffice. ^f Lecture VII. 
Transition from natural to revealed religion. — 
Reason quite insufficient to direct men. The 
heathen not able to gain fixed ideas of the im- 
mortality of the soul. Till Christ Inrought life 
and immortality to light through the gospel, 
nothing was certain on this head. Revelation 
necessary to direct men how to make supplica^ 
tions to God. Bishop Conybeare^s Revealed 
Religion. Bishop Gibs<Hi^s Second Pastoral 
Letter. Three Revelations, Patriarchal, Jew^ 
ish. Christian : the two fcnmer recorded in 
the books of Moses. The Jews must believe 
him to have been sent from God, when they 
saw the wond^s and miracles which he wrought. 
The prophets were known by the nature of 
their predictions, and the fulfilmait of them. 
After the Babylonish captivity a body of scrip- 
tures was drawn up for the use of the Jewish 
nation. The Gospel ought to have been be- 
lieved by the Jews as it corresponded with 
their law in many respects. Miracles caused 
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them to give credit to Moses, and to believe 
him to have been sent from God. So miracles 
were performed by Christ, and much more 
astonishing ones. They exceeded those of 
Moses in number, in^ universality, and in their 
permanent effects. Moses was ordered by God 
to perform his. Christ acted according to his 
own will. His resurrection, majesty, and power. 
(Bishop GastrelFs Effects of Christianity in the 
age of Constantine.)'' The foregoing note, taken 
by a youth of twenty-one years of age, may 
suggest no despicable hints to junior members 
of the University, respecting the best mode of 
profiting by theological lectures. 

His notes on the ten first of the Thirty-nine 
Articles, which were then (1801) the subject 
of a college lecture, are no unfavourable spe- 
cimen of his prevailing fttate of mind. The 
following very brief extracts may sufiice. 

On Art. 4. " Seeing, then, that all these things 
shall be dissolved, what manner of persons 
ought ye to be in all holy conversation and 
godliness ; looking for and hastening unto the 
coming of the day of God. 2 Pet. iii. 11, l^."— 
On Art. 6. " If, therefore, a man read Scripture 
carefully and with an honest mind, if he prays 
to God to direct him, and follows sincerely what 
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he believes to be true, he will assuredly find 
enough to save his soul." — On Art. 7. " He, 
Christ, does not slacken their force, (here Mr. 
Beachcroft is referring to the Ten Command* 
ments) but enforces a strictness that reaches to 
idle worda^ to passionate thoughts^ to impure 

desires^ for without holiness 

no man shall see the Lord." — On Art. 10. " St. 
Paul says, ^ they that are in the flesh cannot 
please God.' A greater than St. Paul, ' no 
man can come unto me except the Father, which 
hath sent me, draw him. ''^ 

The following extract from the correspon- 
dence of a legal relative of Mr. Beachcroft, 
(though unhappily his own replies are no where 
to be found,) is important in itself, and also inti- 
mately connected with the theological pursuits 
of the latter. 

"Engaged as you will now be in the 
study of divinity, it has occurred to me 
that possibly it might be neither unpleasant 
nor altogether unprofitable to you, were we 
from time to time to communicate our senti- 
ments upon religious subjects. You well know 
that I esteem theology as the most noble and 
interesting science. It is a wide and extensive 
field, through which you will have to walk, and 
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although thepnMpect maybe fascinating, yet 
surely it is pleasant to have a companion in the 
way, who is into^sted in the delightful scenery, 
and to whom your feelings may be imparted 
without reserve. My present proposal is to 
proceed methodically upon the plan of study 
which you have adopted, or mean to. ad<q>t, as 
preparatory to ordination. Let us never forget 
that as the sublime doctrines of divinity are not 
to be deemed matter of theoretical speculation, 
but of practical utility, so its students and pro- 
fessors should not aim at amusing the fancy, 
but improving the heart.'" — Dated, December 
13, 1801. 

Referring to that residence in college^ during 
which he prosecuted his classical and theological 
studies, Mr. Beachcroft thus expressed himself 
in a letter to a friend, written in the year 1821 : 
^^ After all, it is a fiery trial ; a furnace, in which 
we need His presence especially, who was with 
the three Jewish youths.'" Brief as these ob- 
servations are on the moral dangers of youth, 
and on that grace which is its great preserva- 
tive, they may not be altogether useless to the 
younger reader. 

In concluding the present chapter the au- 
thor feels the diflSculty, if not the impossibility, 
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of correctly estimating the spiritual character 
of Mr. Beachcroft at the period now under con- 
sideration. That it was hopeful rather than 
decided, and exhibited the blossoms rather than 
the fruits of piety, was perhaps the real fact. 
If his singular amiableness of temper, and at- 
tention to religious forms, might possibly con- 
sist, like that of the Jewish* youth, with an 
unconverted state of heart, still his secret pe- 
rusal of the Bible, and of ** the Rise and Pro- 
gress of Religion,'^ together with his devotional 
exercises, may ^rrant the charitable inference 
that grace was then beginning to exercise its 
influence on his affections, and to bring ** every 
thought into captivity to the obedience of 
Christ.^ To trace that happy transformation, 
in every stage of its progress, to the very mo- 
ment of his dissolution, will be the object of the 
remaining chapters. 

• Matt. y. 19—22. 
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CHAPTER III. 

His marriage — Preparationa for the ministry — ' 

Ordination. ^ 

That no important period in the history of 
Mr. Beachcroft may be omitted, the present 
chapter may commence with a brief reference 
to his marriage. In July 1803 he was united 
to the eldest daughter of Mr. Devon, a highly 
respectable solicitor in the metropolis. In her 
he found a yoke^fellow who cheerfully shared 
with him the active labours of the ministry, and 
a friend, who was the instrument of his conso- 
lation amid all the trying circumstances of his 
last illness. 

Here it may not be irrelevant to quote the 
observation of an aged to a younger clergyman, 
who was contemplating a matrimonial alliance : 
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^^ Many immortal souls are deeply interested in 
the step which you are now taking.^ The 
partner of a Christian minister cannot be a neu- 
tral character* If not a help, she is a hind- 
rance ; if not a blessing, (it might almost be 
affirmed,) she is a curse. 

As before his marriage, so after that event, 
Mr. Beachcroft diligently pursued his course of 
theological study with a view to his intended 
ordination. And though the documents relating 
to that study are somewhat deficient as to dates, 
it may be collected from a MS. which has been 
put into the author^s hands, that between 
January 180S, when Mr. Beachcroft had lately 
left the university of Oxford, to November 
1803, when he was ordained deacon, he was 
bent on acquiring such stores of professional 
learning, as might be alike profitable to himself 
and to his future official charge. The MS. in 
question consists of a series of notes, carefully 
made by Mr. Beachcroft, on Bishop Pearson^s* 
two very learned^ and excellent volumes on the 
Creed. In those notes it may be seen that Mr. 
Beachcroft was not actuated by the mere thirst 

* The original copy of the above work is a single 
small iblio. 
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of a theologian, but that he also cherished the 
holy aiFections of a Christian. 

S<Hne short extracts from his notes on the 
.second article in the (Apoatles") Creed, slightly 
as in truth they vary from the very phraseology 
of the Bishop, are still so direct and pointed, IQ 
their reference to ^^the love of Christ,*^ that 
they cannot be uninteresting to those who are 
experimentally acquainted with its power. In 
note second, Mr. Beachcroft thus expresses him* 

self: " There is , no other 

Saviour but Jesus by which we can be saved ; 
and no way to be saved by Him, but by be- 
lieving in Him. It is necessary that we rejoice 
in the name of Jesus as that in which all our 
happiness is involved — (thus far the language is 
almost exclusively Mr. Beachcroft's.) Should 
it not inflame our affection, and kindle our love 
toward Him, engaging us to hate all things in 
respect of Him, that is, so far as they are in op- 
position to Him, or pretend to an equal share of 
affection with Him, .... that we may 
be raised to the true temper of St. Paul, who 
counted all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord." A 
still shorter extract from Mr. Beachcroft^s third 



REV. BOBEET POBTEN BEACHCROFT. 81 

note, OIL the Apostles* Creed may be sufficient. 
'^ Let every one that names the name of Christ 
depart from iniquity.* Except such refonnation 
accompany our profession, there is no advan* 
tage in the appellation ; nor can we be honoured 
with that title while we dishonour him that 
gives it. We can have no share in Him as 
Jesus except we become truly Christians ; and 
so be in him as Christ ; anointed with that unc- 
tion from the Holy One.'' 

The author learned by his occasional conver- 
sations with Mr. Beachcroft, that as he par* 
ticularly studied, so he derived great profit, and 
exquisite pleasure, from the pages of Bishop 
Pearson. When writing on theological subjects 
to a candidate for holy orders, Mr. Beachcroft 
took occasion to observe, ^^ In them (that is, in 
the two volumes on the Apostles' Creed) you will 
discover many glowing passages of true divi- 
nity." « Stillingfleet's Origines Sacr»," « Pri- 
deau3^'s Connexions,'' "Leslie on Deism," "Bur- 
net's Pastoral Care," were among the volumes 
which he explored as able, learned, and peculiar- 
ly useful to one, who was himself about to advo- 
cate the cause of Revelation. He also assidu- 
ously read the pages of that commentator 
(Matthew Henry) who abounds in the most 
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solid, beautiful, and spiritual illustrations of 
the sacred text; alloyed, as confessedly they 
are, with a certain diffuseness of style and an 
occasional quaintness of expression. Yet Mr« 
Beachcroft was far from paying an undue de^ 
ference to his opinions. They were adopted 
only so far as they coincided, in his settled 
judgment, with " the mind of the Spirit**' 
Well he knew that the expositor is not to be 
set on a level with the author of Revelation* 
While on this sober principle, he had recourse 
to Henry at one time, to Scott at another, (of 
whose lucid and faithful commentary no dis- 
paragement is intended by the foregoing obser- 
vations,) or explored the learned pages of 
Bishops Lowth and Patrick, he might be said 
to apply the exposition to its proper use; 
namely, to remove those well-known difficulties 
of Scripture, which arise from the many pecu- 
liarities of the Hebrew language; from local 
circumstances ; from historical allusions ; and 
not least of all, from that distance of time and 
place, at which ^^ holy men of old spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost." Here we 
design to obviate a plausible objection, which* 
has been sometimes urged against all use what- 
ever of commentaries on the sacred text; namely^ 



BEV. ROBERT PORTEN BEACHCROFT. 83 

that it leads us to defer to the exposition rather 
Uian to the Scripture. Directly opposite to this 
(as appears by his letter quoted in the 1st 
chapter, p. 10,) was the uniform practice of 
Mr. Beachcroft. As a true believer in the 
Bible, he subscribed to no one interpretation of 
any part of its contents that had not first been 
submitted to its sacred standard. 

As the period of his ordination approached, 
Mr. Beachcroft generally resided under the 
roof of his venerable mother. There he en- 
joyed those ample opportunities of retirement 
from a corrupt world, which (as Bishop Home 
has admirably shown in his TreatisjB on ^' John 
the Baptist,"*) are so essential to those who are 
destined for the sacred ofiice. There ^' he passed 
his mornings in theological study," and devo- 
tional employment. Possible, as, alas! it is, 
that a candidate for holy orders should employ 
such valuable leisure in studies that are wholly 
secular, or at best, speculatively theological, it 
is impossible that, if deprived of it, he should 
acquire that depth of thought, that conception 
of the worth of souls, that familiarity with 
Holy Scripture, that acquaintance with his own 
hearty that habit of intense prayer, and above 

* A very small volume. 

c5 
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all, that prevailing sense of the nearness of 
eternity, and of the unspeakable value of a 
Saviour, without which a minister of Christ is 
utterly unqualified for his vast and awful 
charge. 

That Mr. Beachcroft^s motive in making 
choice of the clerical profession was not a rc^ 
gard to its emoluments was happily beyond a 
doubt. Though his doctrinal conceptions un- 
questionably were not matured, he was, never* 
theless, preserved from that grovelling spirit of 
speculation, which would secure to itself wealth, 
and ease and temporal distinction in the 
church, at the expense of the eternal welfare of 
immortal souls ; and which is abundantly satis* 
fied when these objects are attained. Mr. 
Beachcroft, on the contrary, identified the seals 
of his ministry with the truest wealth, and the 
only valuable honour. In his breast the delu- 
sive notion, that "good abilities are thrown 
away by entering the church,^^ could find no 
room whatever. Well he knew, that should 
her minister never be permitted to rise above 
the lowest rank, still (as he is reminded by the 
Bishop in the solemn hour of ordination) he is 
" the messenger of the L&rd of Hoats.'^ And is 
it a degradation, or, in any sense, a misapplica- 
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ti(Hi of the brightest talent to undertake such 
an office ? Again ; as ^* an ambassador,"^ he has 
to "pray" men, in Christ^s stead, "be ye re^ 
Gonciled to Grod.^ And can we consider our* 
selves to have missed of hcnour in having been 
made by him the instruments of stu:h a recon- 
ciliation ? Or can it be a prostitution of intel* 
lect, however splendid or distinguished, to be 
conversant with the noblest verities ? Was the 
genius of a Plato, or a TuUy, dignified by 
their philosophical researches, and can an oppo- 
site effect be produced by communion with God 
in the closet, in the bosom of his ministers ? 
And if, at the last, they can address their 
people in the following emphatic language^ 
" Ye are our joy and crown of rejoicing,"" will 
they judge their time misspent, or their talents 
misemployed ? 

Of what passed in Mr. fieachcroft"s mind, 
when about to be made " overseer " of the 
flock of Christ, no particular record has been 
preserved. Yet from the diligence of his pre- 
paratory studies, the increasing seriousness of 
his general religious views, and from his subse- 
quent deportment, as deacon of the Church of 
England, the fair presumption is that he now 
gave himself to prayer and much solemn medi- 
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tation on his future office. When, therefore, 
he came before the Bishop in November I8O89 
Mr. Beachcroft might reply with self-abase- 
ment, but still with sincerity, to the question 
then proposed by the ordaining prelate, ^' Do 
you trust that you are inwardly moved by the 
Holy Ghost to take this office upon you ?" 
*^ I trust 80;*' and could heartily join in the 
beautiful hymn of the Church of England, 

" Come, Holy Ghost, our hearts inspire, 
And lighten with celestial fire !*' 

Mr. Beachcroft would have indignantly re- 
jected those modern, and too prevailing, glosses 
which would make such scriptural expressions 
to signify no more than this — that a minister 
is to be sound in creed, and decorous in beha- 
viour ; and which treat, as visionary and enthu- 
siastic, the idea of its being possible to per- 
ceive the inward operations of the Spirit. 
Against 8tu:h an exposition of her language, 
the friend of the Church of England must 
strongly and decidedly protest. 

For her Liturgy, in exact accordance with 
the tone and the spirit of revelation, directs us 
to pray for " the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit.^ Her articles (as we have already seen) 
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recognize a certain sense of his gracious opera^ 
tions on the soul, as one characteristic mark of 
*^ the elect people of Grod.*" And, surely, if 
there be a time when (to use the words of the 
exuberant and learned Barrow*) *' God by his 
gentle whispers calleth us, or by his soft im- 
pulses draweth us into his presence,"" it must 
be when we " vow unto the Lord'' that we 
will " give ourselves wholly to our office," as 
his watchmen, his stewards^ his messengers to 
the sons of men ; yea, as the very ^' ambassadors 
for Christ.*" Then no thought of the minis- 
terial character can be too high ; no feelings of 
contrition, of unworthiness, of love to God, too 
strong; no purpose of fidelity to Jesus Christ 
too inflexible; no supplication for the influence 
of the Holy Spirit too intense. The pious can- 
didate for ordination has been sometimes ready 
to sink beneath the weight of his responsibility, 
when receiving his divine commission. And, if 
the anxiety of a pilot "I- be commended, who 

* Vol. i. folio, p. 52. 
, f While preparing these sheets for the press, the deeply 
affecting tale of the loss of the Rothsay steam-packet near 
Liverpool, and nearly of all the crew, (above one hundred 
persons,) appeared in the public papers. Who did not 
learn with horror that the drunkenness of the pilot was 
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has to steer a valuable ship through a long and 
perilous voyage, is their anxiety to be censured, 
who are intrusted with the souls of men, and 
who have to give account of them to God r 
To be careless at such a moment, or to fix our 
thoughts on the emoluments of the sacred 
office, while with our lips we pubUdy pledge 
ourselves to fulfil its duHeSy were an instance of 
fatuity the most strange, if not of obduracy 
the most fearful. 

Such were, in fact, the settled opinions of 
Mr. Beachcroft, as subsequently developed in 
the course of a visitation sermon, to which we 
shall presently refer. He had also a strong 
impression of the evils connected with the 
custom, still too prevalent in our church, of 
candidates for orders passing their time at an 
inn during that period of examination, which, 
in some instances, embraces an entire week. 
The practice has frequently been lamented by 
the candidates themselves, on account of the 
hindrance which it presents to prayer and holy 
meditation ; and of that dissipation of thought, 

the immediate cause of that calamity ? Let the reader 
draw his own inference respecting the retribution that 
awaits the ungodly and the worldly minister of Jesus 
Christ. 
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which it is too much calculated to produce. 
Difficulties would unavoidably occur in the 
attempt to do away a custom so rooted and 
pernicious. Yet such difficulties can scarcely 
be insurmountable. That a discerning public 
has animadverted on the practice under consi- 
deration is a fact as clear as it is important. 

The commencement of Mr. Beachcroft'^s mi- 
nistry, as curate of Tottenham, Middlesex, will 
be the subject of the next chapter. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

His exemplary diligence as Curate of Totten- 
ham — The success of his ministerial labours. 

Me. Beachcroft had no sooner received his 
first ministerial commission from the hands of 
" the holy Porteus,'' in November 1803, (thus, 
in a private memorandum, he describes that 
venerable prelate,) than he undertook the la- 
bours of his office ; ^^ not by constraint, but wil- 
lingly — ^not for filthy lucre, but of a ready 
mind."" The parish, allotted to him as curate, 
was very populous and extensive, and conse- 
quently one that furnished an ample field of 
exertion to a young minister. Not that he was 
left alone. His vicar resided on the spot, and 
shared with him the regular labours of the 
ministry. 
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Mr. Beachcroft now proved himself a mi- 
nister of no ordinary promise. Not only (as 
the author has learned from a competent eye- 
witness of his conduct) diligence in labour, 
respect for his ecclesiastical superiors, and a 
becoming deference to the opinions and wishes 
of his vicar ; but, moreover, a zealous attention 
to the spiritual interests of the children of the 
Sunday-school, bespoke a lively conscience, a 
meek and lowly spirit, and a deep sense of the 
transcendent value of the soul. 

But the reader may expect a somewhat defi- 
nite account of the scriptural views of Mr. 
Beachcroft, as maintained in his public ad- 
dresses to his new flock. Here the tenderness 
of friendship must neither hide nor veil the 
truth. And "the truth*' is, that Mr. Beach- 
croft indicated a holy fervor rather than ^ a 
clear perception of the great verities of Chris- 
tianity. His heart appeared to have felt th? 
influence of " the Sun of Righteousness,"^ be- 
fore his understanding* was, in a strict sense, 
enlightened by its sacred beams. He aimed 

* The author once heard it remarked by an aged and 
devoted clergyman, when adverting to a similar instance, 
^ God in some cases first takes possession of the head, 
in others of the heart *^ 
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In the same discourse, Mr. Beachcroft speaks 
of the wondrous work of our redemption ; *^our 
blessed Lord came to seek and to save those 
who were lost. He came to blot out the hand* 
writing which was against us; to redeem us 
from the curse of the law, being made a curse 
for us. He came to purchase an eternity of 
happiness for all who are willing to embrace 
the means of salvation, which he himself has 
prescribed.^ 

Yet, with all that pastoral anxiety which 
pervades the whole discourse, Mr. Beachcroft 
almost overlooks that faith^ by which, as an 
instrument, the sinner is pardoned and accepted, 
in the only Saviour. " Add to our faith vir- 
tue,^ is almost the only allusion contained in the 
sermon before us, to the necessity of ^^ looking 
unto Jesus.*" And what makes the omission 
more remarkable is the language which imm^ 
diately follows, relative to human virtue ; and 
which, though unquestionably warranted by 
certain passages in Scripture, does not fairly 
represent the general doctrine of Revelation. 
*^ The practice of virtue, in the Scripture sense 
of the word, is attended not only with present 
quiet and satisfaction, hut with the comfortable 
hope of a future recompence.^ 
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In a subsequent page, Mr. Beachcroft thus 
speaks: — *^ Let lis keep a strict watch over our^ 
selves, by frequent self-examination ; that our de- 
meanor , in this state of probation and trial, may, 
through the merits of Christ, obtain the favour 
and acceptance of our Judge. Be solicitous to 
abound in such works as, you are told, will 
particularly distinguish men on that day.**^ And, 
though the preacher presently adds, *^ take no 
praise to yourselves; after the most careful and 
industrious peTformance of your duty, humbly 
confess that you are unprofitable servants,^ he 
observes, in the close of the discourse, ^' the 
uncertainty of the time of our Lord^s second 
advent should lead us immediately to reconcile 
ourselves to God by a sincere and hearty repen^ 
tance, that we may not be found unprepared.'^ 

Now, true as it unquestionably is, that re^ 
pentance and salvation are connected, as correla- 
tives, in Holy Scripture, and that there is ^^ the 
recompence of reward,'^ it is not less true, that 
being justified by faith^ we have peace with 

* To those who may here refer to the apparently 
opposite language of St. James, (ii. 521,) ^' Was not Ahra- . 
ham our father justified by worki V^ it may not un- 
seasonably be remarked, that the apostle adds in the ^Srd 
verse, " Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto 
him for righteousness,'* 
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God through our Lord Jesus Christ ;'^ and 
that ^^ not by works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to his mercy He saved 
us.'' 

It is often urged, in vindication of siich doc- 
trinal statements as were then adopted by Mr. 
Beachcroft, " It is of course implied that we are 
saved by Christ only, and that no man, educated 
as a Christian, can be ignorant of so plain a 
point.'' Yet the fact is, that whatever be the 
intentions of the preacher who uses the phrase- 
ology in question, the hearer i% prone to mi»* 
understand it, and at most to consid^ the 
merits of our great Redeemer as that without 
which our own personal righteousness were not 
quite sufficient to satisfy the demands of God. 
Such false and dangerous notions (as the au- 
thor's experience fully enables him to testify) 
prevail in every mind that is not yet conversant 
with Scripture, nor enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit. And to this hour the mscriptione on 
tombs exalt the virtues of the deceased, without 
any reference whatever to the merits of the only 
Saviour. 

The imperfection of Mr. BeachcrofPs views 
relative to the justification of a sinner yet more 
strikingly appeared in the charity eermons 
which he preached at the period now under 
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consideration. Candour demands of the bio- 
grapher a plain admission of the fact, while it 
also claims for his friend a due recollection of 
the diflSculty of advocating the cause of charity 
mthout sacrificing more or less the interests 
of Christian truth, and that by investing bene- 
ficence with certain irresistible tide to the for- 
giveness of sin here, and eternal blessedness 
hereafter. 

When setting forth those scripture promises 
which apply to the chatUMe man, the preacher 
must be singularly cautious if he would avoid 
the mistaken inference, that ^' alms make an 
atonement for sin."" How far Mr. Beachcrcrft 
fell short of that necessary caution will be seen 
in the following quotation, which, to say the 
least, is not less amiable in spirit than erroneous 
in doctrine. 

Having observed in the beginning of his dis- 
course, that " those who have shown mercf/j 
shall find mercy from him^ f Jesus Christ ;) 
** thai the 'practice of charity will be the great 
test hy which we shall be judged;"^ Mr. 
Beachcroft remarks, in conclusion, ^^ In that 
day, when the shadow of death shall compass 
you about, and all the vanities of the world 
shall fade away, when all earthly comfort shall 
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forsake you, when pleasure shall no longer de« 
light, nor power be able to protect; in that 
dreadful hour shall the man whose care has 
been extended to the general happiness of man* 
kind, whose charity has rescued poverty from 
the grave, and innocence from destruction, ^nd 
favour in the sight of the great Author of so^ 
defy 9 and his recompence shall flow upon him 
from the fountain of mercy ; he shall stand 
without fear on the brink oflifcj and pass into 
eternity with an humble hope of finding that 
mercy which he has never denied^ 

It may be said that the foregoing doctrine 
has its foundation in the words of Jesus Christ, 
^' Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain 
mercy.'' But could our Lord possibly intend 
that by relieving the poor and needy, we nece^ 
sarily secure our own admission into heaven ? 
On the contrary, he teaches us by his apostle 
that we may " give all our goods to feed the 
poor, and yet be wholly deficient in the grace of 
charity!^* They, therefore, are to be regarded 
as " the merciful,'^ who have been led, by the 
contemplation of the cross, to love and pity 
their fellow-creatures ; and to do good even to 
their enemies. Such mercy takes its rise in an 

• 1 Cor. xiii. 3. 
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humble dependence upon that of Jesus Christ, 
and therefore shall be graciously acknowledged 
and freely recompensed by him, on his return 
to judge the world. To such an exposition of 
the words above referred to Mr. Beachcroft 
himself, in the subsequent periods of his minis- 
try, would not have hesitated to subscribe; 
Nor should we have detained the reader upon 
the point, were not the popular delusion rela^ 
tive to the reward of charity of a fearfully 
pernicious tendency.* Where ** the silver and 
the gold^' are relied on as not only a sacrifice 
for sin, but also as a title to salvation, an opiate 
is thereby administered to the troubled and ac- 
cusing conscience. Evil tempers are indulged ; 
unholy passions are let loose ; and ^^ the pomps 
and vanities of this world" are eagerly pursued ; 
and why ? — because " charity covereth a multi- 
tude ofsins."^ It will indeed cast a mantle over 
the infirmities of a Christian brother, but it will 
hide no one sin from the glance of an all-seeing 

* It is a remarkable fact, that even the Homily ** On 
Alms Deeds'' lends some countenance to the doctrine, 
that human compassion purges away human guilt ; a 
doctrine evidently derived from certain writings of the 
church from wliich our reformers separated. 

D 
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eye, nor screen a single sinner from the stroke of 
an Almighty arm. 

Yet, agreeably to the gracious promise of our 
blessed Lord, ^^ he that foUoweth me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of 
life,^^* the subject of this memoir, towards 
the dose of his ministry at Tottenham, di&- 
oovered an improving insight into '^ the things 
that accompany salvation.^ Its divine Author 
was more distinctly and prominently set forth 
in some of the last discourses there delivered by 
Mr. Beachcroft. We subjoin a short extract 
from that preached on 1 Cor. ii. S, dated May 
18, 1806, when he was preparing to leave 
Tottenham. ^^ There is no remedy so safe 
against the pollutions of the world, no means 
so effectual to escape from them, as the know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
On this knowledge our faith is built Hence it 
is that we are said to be *' justified by faith,^ 
to be ^^ saved by faith.*' Whio is he that over* 
cometh the world, but he that believeth that 
Jesus is the Son of God ? And therefore to 
know Jesus Christ and him crucified is the pri- 
mary and necessary introduction to a state of 

* John viii. 12. 
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happiness.^ When a young deigyman could 
thus " preach the word,'' he was evidently 
growing in grace, and ripening in the know- 
ledge of Christ. 

Bat it is time to aide, ^ How did Mr. Beach- 
croft acquit himself in the capacity of parish- 
priest? As on this part of his character we 
shall more particularly dwell in a following 
chapter, we shall here speak somewhat gene- 
rally. His pastoral visits, more especially to his 
poor neighbours, his tender ministrations to the 
sick, the aged, and the dying, and his indefati- 
gable attention to the interests of the parish 
school, evinced no slight anxiety to promote the 
end of his calling, even the salvation of his 
flock. Ease, self-indulgence, and the mere 
shadow of religion, thrown over a worldly life, 
were altogether foreign to his mind. From him, 
even at that period, every young minister might 
learn ^* to renounce the pomps and vanities of 
this evil world;" and to spend his time and 
talents in unceasing reference to his last and 
great account. In the path of ministerial la- 
bour, Mr. Beachcroft both sought and found 
his dearest happiness. His deportment gene- 
rally illustrated the saying of his heavenly. 

d2 
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Master, ^^ My yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.^ 

Of the example of Mr. Beachcroft, it might 
without exaggeration be affirmed, that, amidst 
the infirmities of nature, it still strikingly ex- 
hibited the sanctifying power of grace. It is 
observed by one wdl qualified to speak on the 
subject, ^' He owed no man any thing, but love ; 
he was punctual in all his relative and social 
duties ; as a child, he was dutiful and respect- 
ful ; as a husband, tender and affectionate ; as 
a master, kind ; he could not reprove — it over- 
came him ; as a friend, sincere ; as a guardian, 
anxious and alive to the interests of those com- 
mitted to him ; to the poor an afi^ectionate father, 
always relieving their wants to the utmost; he 
could not pass a beggar without giving him re- 
lief To the ready, the consistent performance 
of these Christian duties Mr. Beachcroft was 
clearly impelled by the principle of love to Gk)d. 
A prevailing reverence for his name ; (so often 
taken* in vain, even by the amiable and up- 

* Mr. Addison's paper (the 531st) upon the subject 
might be profitably consulted by such violators of the 
third commandment, and might lead them to think ere 
they utter the name of the supreme Being in the common 
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right ;) a delight in the Sabbath as a day of 
communion with God ; the daily study of the 

Bible; a morning and evening ministration at 
the domestic altar ; and a truly Christian tem- 
per, were among the evidences of his faith, and 
the credentials of his sacred embassy. 

Here the reader must pardon the anachro- 
nism of adverting to a circumstance that occur* 
red about a year subsequent to Mr. Beachcroft''s 
removal from Tottenham ; since by that circum- 
stance it appeared that his early ministerial la- 
bours were " not in vain in the Lord.'' " Many 
of the poor,'' on that occasion, *^ stopped his 
horse as he rode through, and confessed that 
it was he who first led them to the Saviour." 
The above anecdote may prove that, when the 
heart of a minister is bent on glorifying Grod, 
in the eternal salvation of his flock, be his 
views of Christian doctrine as imperfect as 
they may, success is occasionally granted to 
his zealous labours. This observation is de^ 
signed, not to merge the distinction between 
the clear and cloudy development of sacred 

expletives and exclamations of <' Good God !" '* God 
bless me !" " Lord have mercy upon me 1" &c. &c. &c. 
Mr. Addison speaks of ** the horror and profawness of 
such a practice." 



54 MEMOIR OF THE 

truths, but rather to encourage those who la- 
ment their inability to state them with due 
order and perspicuity; and who mourn as 
they recollect the day, when, like the quon- 
dam curate of Tottenham, their zeal was sin- 
cere and fervid, but their ^' preaching of the 
cross^ defective. 
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CHAPTER V. 

His presentation to the Rectory ofBltmham. — 
^ His eormnencement of Residence. — His de- 
votedness to Ministerial Duties. 

The valuable living of Blunham, in the coun- 
ty of Bedford, was now presented to Mr. 
Beachcroft by his early and much esteemed 
friend. Lord Grantham. And (as the event 
proved) rarely has a church patron been more 
happy in the exercise of his prerogative. The 
presentation took place in the spring of 1806 ; 
and in the course of the succeeding summer 
Mr. Beachcroft commenced his residence in 
that important field of labour. The population 
of the parish was not less than one thousand ; 
two hamlets were attached to it; and as it was 
considerably extended, so it demanded of the 
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rector do small share of zeal, of activity, of 
perseverance. These pastoral qualifications were 
not only possessed by Mr. Beachcroft, but were 
also brought into speedy and efficient operation. 

His sabbath labours were distinguished by 
an increase of pastoral anxiety and Christian 
love, and by a still gradual improvement in his 
views of Christian doctrine. Accordingly his 
congregation was very sensibly augmented, es- 
pecially in the afternoon service, and the atten- 
tion of the neighbourhood in general seemed to 
be directed towards him, as a zealous, a devoted, 
an useful minister of Christ. His name was soon 
endeared to all who ** love the truth,^ and who 
make this their leading petition at a throne of 
grace, '' Thy kingdom come.^ 

Now (as we shall have occasion to show by 
quotations in the next chapter) he proceeded 
more clearly, more fully, more consistently, to 
'* preach Christ crucified."*' Whatever had be- 
fore obscured his view of that glorious Re- 
deemer was now gradually yielding to the influ- 
ences of divine grace. And without undertak- 
ing to point to the precise period when he 
might be said to know *' the way of God more 
perfectly," it seems that Mr. Beachcroft arrived 
at that happy consummation in the course of 
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two years after his establishment in Bedford- 
shire. 

Before we more specifically advert to his ac- 
tive and earnest superintendence of his new. 
charge, we may notice the very opposite opi- 
nions not unlikely to be formed relative to his 
ministry at Tottenham and its earlier periods 
at Blunham. To one class of observers it may 
appear that, being so imperfectly acquainted 
with the grace of Christ, he was then scarcely 
to be regarded as, in any sense, a faithful minis- 
ter. In another quarter it may be maintained^ 
that as Mr. Beachcroft, when curate of Totten^ 
ham, occasionally recognized the doctrines of 
the Christian revelation, he was, even then, a 
sound, enlightened, orthodox divine, and that 
it were little short of fanaticism to talk of his 
farther illumination in " the things of God." 
- To the former animadversions we may reply 
that he, who is even moderately acquainted with 
his own heart, well knows his natural ignorance 
of sacred truths, the prejudices that blind his 
judgment, the corrupt feelings and affections 
that increase his moral darkness, the hin- 
drances to his full attainment of Christian know- 
ledge that arise from local circumstances and 
peculiar connexions ; his ^dulness and slowness 

d5 
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of apprehension on divine subjects ; his long 
struggles with error prior to his unclouded per- 
ception of revealed truth. Add to this the ab- 
solute dependence of the most enlightened on 
" the teaching of the Holy Spirit'^ for power 
to understand and expound, to any good pur- 
pose, the simplest verities of Scripture. It is 
God that ^^ calls us out of darkness into his 
marvellous light.*^ He that thus regards the 
point now under consideration will tenderly 
visit the deficiencies that marked the earlier 
ministrations of a ^^man of God;^ and the 
more " tenderly*" when he recollects that those 
luminous representations of the fall and the 
recovery of man, which characterize the present 
day, were rare in the less favoured period when 
Mr. Beachcroft received his first lessons in reli- 
gion. And, strongly as we would contend for the 
importance of correct views of Christian doc- 
trine, we may still adopt the sage observation of 
Bishop Hall, ^^ A little holiness is better than 
much iUumination.*" 

It may be submitted to the latter remonstrant 
that, whether we refer to Revelation or consult 

• Accordingly said a giant in intellect, (Bishop Hors- 
ley, Serm. on James v. 8, p. 3^) ^' I trust that, in^ God's 
assistanccy I shall be able to state my argument 
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the doctrinal standard of the established church, 
it will be found that a gradual transition from 
darkness to light, or from comparative igno- 
rance of the grace of Jesus Christ to a clear 
and full perception of it, is not the creature of 
'' fanaticism.^ And, though some have thought 
fit to stigmatize it as ^' the new light,^ in con* 
tradistinction to that which pervades the formu- 
laries of the church of England, the stigma is 
utterly unmerited. For <' the path of the just 
is as the shining light, that shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day.'*^''^ Again the dis* 
ciples offered this supplication to their Master, 
*^ increase our faith.^f An apostle also directs 
us to ^^grow in grace, and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.'" :|; The 
same doctrine meets us in our own incompara- 
ble Liturgy ; — ^^ From all blindness of heart, 
good Lord deliver us.*" ^^ That it may please 
thee to illuminate the minds of all bishops and 
curates.*^ In the collect for St. Jameses day, 
we pray that we may ^^ perfectly know thy Son 
Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the 
life.'*' In the collect for the 14th Sunday after 
Trinity, we implore ^^ an increcue of faith, 
hope, and charity.^ And in the ^* consecration 

• Prov. iv. 18, f Luke xvii. 5, 

t SPeteriii. 18. 
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service the very fathers of our church bind 
themselves by a solemn promise to ^^ call upon 
God by prayer for the true u/nderstanding of 
the same,^ the Scriptures. Reason will lend 
her testimony in support of the doctrine which 
we are considering. In every branch of secular 
knowledge, whether historical, literary, or scien- 
tific, the advance of the human mind is not 
rapid, but slow, not instantaneous, but gra- 
dual; and, even to the end of his days, the 
philosopher contemplates a certain progress in 
his acquirements. Why, then, should the 
Christian be stationary in his knowledge of 
Christ Jesus the Lord ? Why should the en- 
largement of his faith be regarded as a vision 
of enthusiasm ? 

Having thus claimed for Mr. Beachcroft the 
charitable indulgence of the reader, we may 
resume the history of his public ministrations 
at Blunham. Punctuality in observing the ap- 
pointed hour of service, and regularity in per- 
forming the stated duties of the sanctuary, 
were in truth his lowest praise. A decorous and 
reverent behaviour, when entering the house 
pf God, was among his lesser characteristics. 
It costs a clergyman but little to attend to such 
mere circumstantials relating to his sacred office. 
Yet, to prove that even the deportment of a 
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minister, when officiating in public, is very far 
from unimportant, the following anecdote may 
be related.* Garrick, the celebrated actor, once 
asked his friend. Dr. Stedman, on his coming 
out of a church in the city, " What particular 
business he had to do when the duty was over.^"" 
** None," said the other. " I thought you had,** 
said Garrick, ^* on seeing you enter the reading- 
desk in such a hurry. Nothing," added he, 
^^ can be more indecent than to see a clergyman 
set about sacred business, as if he were a trades- 
man, and go into the church as if he wanted to 
get out of it as soon as possible.'*^ He next 
fisked the doctor, ** What books he had in the 
desk before him.'' " Only the Bible and 
Prayer-book." — ** Only the Bible and Prayer- 
book !" replied the player ; " why you tossed 
them backwards and forwards, and turned the 
leaves as carelessly, as if they were those of 
a day-book, or ledger." The doctor was wise 
enough to see the force of these observations, 
and in future he avoided the faults they were 
designed to reprove. 

Had Garrick been alive to scrutinize the sub- 
ject of the present memoir, he would easily 
have stood the trial. His mode of commencing, 
of continuing, of concluding, both the services 

• Life of Job Orton, vol. ii. p. 53. 
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of the Sabbath, testified to his deep sense of 
the presence and majesty of Grod. His manner 
was earnest and unaffected; his spirit evidently 
moved in unison with his lips, and gave a strik- 
ing effect to the admirable language of the 
prayer-book. Addison has somewhere said, that 
a gentleman, on hearing the Liturgy once read 
with unusual devoti(m, remarked that never till 
then had he discovered its excellencies and beau- 
ties. Even so it might have been said of Mr. 
Beadicroft-^the Liturgy was never more devo- 
tional than when it proceeded from his lips. He 
so lived in communion with Gkxl that his public 
were in fact the echo of his private supplica- 
tions. He dreaded the very appearance of mi- 
nistering with carelessness or irreverence at a 
throne of grace. 

A similar observation might be made on the 
impressiveness with which he read the appointed 
lessons of the church. No haste, no indiffer- 
ence, no such mistake as springs from the occu- 
pation or absorption of the mind in earthly 
matters, was then apparent in Mr. Beachcroft. 
On the contrary, he knew and felt whwe word 
he was reading in the ears of his fellow-men, 
and what effect it was calculated to produce 
upon their hearts and consciences, even a di- 
vine conversion from folly to wisdom, from sor- 
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row to joy, from darkness to light."*^ Thus he 
obviated a charge not unfrequently, though un- 
justly, preferred against the zealous minister; 
namely, that he hurries through the lessons in 
order to give more effect to his subsequent 
addresses from the pulpit. Mr. Beachcroft was 
so abhorrent from the practice that he rather 
hoped, under God, to strengthen his discourses 
on Scripture by reading the portions selected 
from it with uniform solemnity and earnestness. 
Nor could it escape a careful observer that the 
congregation most attentively heard the lessons 
thus seriously read. 

With the same exemplary spirit Mr. Beach- 
croft regulated the Patdmody, Of his practice 
in this department, a detailed account was for- 
merly written by himself, and inserted in the 
" Christian Observer'' for June, 1826. The fol- 
lowing are extracts : ^^ I feel it my duty, as an 
old incumbent, to offer a few plain observations, 
the result of long experience, on that very im- 
portant point, (Village Psalmody.) It has been 
frequently, and I think justly observed, that 
the state of a congregation may be known by its 
singing : for when persons are really thankful 
for the blessings which they enjoy under a truly 

• Ps. xix. 7, 8, 9, &c. 
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scriptural ministry, they will find pleasure in 
uniting most heartily with him who is appoint- 
ed to watch over their souls, in ascribing praise 
and glory and thanksgiving to God. The va- 
rious members in that little ecclesiastical body, 
the village church, will all be employed according 
to their ability. * The eye will not say to the 
head, I have no need of thee ; nor the head to 
the feet, I have no need of you/ .... Our 
parochial ministers perhaps often increase their 
own difficulties by imagining them to be much 
greater than they really are. The point may 
be carried, and the Psalmody improved, and 
rendered sufficiently good for every purpose of 
devotion, by the kind and affectionate interfe- 
rence of the rector or curate. The great secret in 
all parochial improvement is to know how to 
gain the affections of the people. A truly anxi- 
ous pastor may gently lead them to any point of 
duty, by going before them and walking with 
them, as a shepherd accompanying his flock. 
But in such a matter as singing, which must, if 
fervent, proceed from the heart, he cannot and 
must not employ compulsion.*" Again says 
Mr. Beachcroft, " if he (the minister) uses in 
his church the old or the new version of the 
Psalms of David, he will carefully make choice 
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of such passages as are the most profitable^ He 
will unite certam well-known tunes to certain 
well-known words, so that the people may be 
acquainted with the tune the moment they hear 
the words given out by the clerk. If again the 
minister adopts any of those numerous selec- 
tions which are now in use in many of our 
churches, he must still exercise the same judg- 
ment in the choice of words ; for many of these 
selections need to be again and again revised. . . . 
Having taken his stand, as it respects his book 
and his well-known tunes, the minister will en- 
deavour to familiarize the Psalmody to his con- 
gregation. 

^^ To this end in his study he would, during 
the week, commit to paper the psalms, and the 
names of the tunes, and give his directions to 
the clerk and to the village schoolmaster. Such 
a regular habit of practising the psalms would 
be introduced as would lead the children in a 
few months to form a little choir of themselves." 
Of the clergyman's wife, he adds, " Presiding, 
as of course she would wish to do, over the 
Sunday school, she opens the interesting morn- 
ing employments of that holy day with prayer 
and praise. She may practise the children in 
that very tune which is subsequently to be sung 



66 MEMOIR OF THE 

in the coDgregation. .... A spirit of psalm- 

flDging q^rod. imperceptibly. ..... Some 

of the parishioners will express a wish to sing 
in parts ; others to introduce anthems ; a taste 
will be displayed for tunes altogether unsuita- 
ble to the service of the sanctuary. A variety 
of instruments will find their way into the gal- 
lery, and the women with good voices will be 
invited to sit in that part of the church. As it 
respects the instruments, the minister will, to 
say the least, regulate their use .... And, as to 

the assemblage of young women in the gallery, 
he will put a decided veto upon the attempt. 
.... Modesty may be extinguished under 

the pretext of adding to the devotional har- 
mony. 

^' If the parishioners could contrive to pur- 
chase by subscription a small organ^ (at the 
very mention of the organ I can almost fancy 
the sainted Home, or Jones, looidng down 
upon me,) even twenty-four good, well chosen 
tunes upon an organ, would lead to the happi- 
est consequences. Let us duly cultivate such 
employments in the church on earth as we are 
assured will find a place in the church triumph- 
ant in heaven.*" — R. P. B. 

Here Mr. Beachcroft evidently stopped not 
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to inquire what would please the ear, or gratify 
the taste, or even meet the prejudices of his 
people; (though no man could perhaps surpass 
him in studying the art of conciliation ;) but 
he, principally, asked, ^^ What kind of psalm- 
ody will most effectually honour Crod and pre> 
pare his people to bear their part in the purity 
and fervour of celestial worship? Therefore 
Mr. Beachcnxft made use of that excellent com- 
pilation of psalms and hymns which the late 
Mr. Cecil presented to his own flock. Con- 
scientiously as Mr. Beachcroft regarded canoni- 
cal and rubrical authority, he still properly dis- 
tinguished between the prayers as sanctioned 
by parliament, and the psalms (the singing 
psalms) as subsequently affiofed to them at the 
mere discretion of the printer ; or, at most, in- 
directly claiming the sanction of an act of par- 
liament passed in the days of king James. ^ 
And whatever offences against taste, or even 
against sound doctrine, may sometimes have 
been detected and exposed in modem hymns, 
Mr. Beachcroft was well aware that similar de- 
fects are discoverable in the old version; there^ 

• Vide Christian Observer for July 1823^ p. 420, in 
which the present point is fully and fairly discussed. 
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fore, with that discreet zeal which adorns the 
Christian character, he allowed his singers to 
make use o{ psalms and hymns, as the occasion 
admitted or required. 

A passing reference may be made to his prac- 
tice of publicly catechizing his village school ; 
a school which might justly be said to have 
been remodelled, and enlarged, and rendered 
eminently useful, by means of his liberal sup- 
port and personal exertions. Mr. Beachcroft 
usually catechized the children after the after- 
noon service. Thus, while he compelled none 
to listen to it as an extra service, he afforded to 
all an opportunity of hearing that simple formu- 
lary, which so well condenses the substance of 
divine truth, and which, having been familiar 
in childhood, is on that account endeared to us 
in maturer age. Many of the congregation re- 
mained as the children both repeated it and 
replied to the questions proposed by their minis- 
ter relative to its subject matter. This part 
of the afternoon service was not without its in- 
terest ; and the general behaviour of the chil- 
dren might also warrant the presumption that 
it was not without its due effect. 

Though Mr. Beachcroft^s preaching was gene- 
rally noticed in a former part of the chapter. 
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the subject is so ample and important as to de- 
mand further consideration. Therefore the 
succeeding chapter will be entirely devoted to 
the subject. 
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CHAPTER VL 
The subject and character of his Preaching. 

As two volumes of " Plain, Scriptural Dis- 
courses^ were published by Mr. Beachcroft, in 
the year 1816, it may, perhaps, appear unne- 
cessary to enter on the present topic. From 
such an opinion, however, we beg permission 
to dissent ; partly because printed sermons, un- 
less unusually excellent in all respects, have a 
somewhat limited circulation ; and partly, be- 
cause they can convey to us but a faint and in- 
adequate idea of those which are orally delivered. 
Certain important advantages are incident to 
the latter ; such as the countenance, the man- 
ner, the tone, the feeling, and the action; 
together with the force and influence of holy 
example in the preacher. 

Indeed the " Memoir "^ would be unfaithful, 
did it leave the reader uninformed as to the 
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subjects and character of Mr. Beachcroft's 
preaching. To begin with the former, they 
were truly, if not peculiarly, scripturaL In 
selecting his matter, and in arranging its com* 
ponent parts, the Bible was evidently either in 
his hands or thoughts. That morality which, 
as it stands aloof from the mighty motives of 
Christianity, is, in truth, as cold as it is beau- 
tiful; and which, when substituted for gospel 
verities, so ill becomes the pages of the Chris- 
tian theologian,* had therefore its proper [dace 
assigned it by Mr. Beachcroft. He uniformly 
made it, not the foundation, but the superstruc- 
ture ; and by so doing, materially improved its 
character and enhanced its value. ^^ Christ 
crucified " was his theme ; and that either prin- 
cipally or entirely, according to existing cir- 
cumstances. On that he dwelt, not as a tauto^ 
logous declaimer, but as a teacher, a reprover, 
a helper, a comforter to his people. Such, with 
whatever imperfections, he became, through 
grace^ on his attaining to clearer views of the 
gospel disp0[)sation. To borrow an illustration 
from a distinguished Irish theologian,f from 

* Blair and Seed, with all their elegance of style, are 
guilQr of such a substitution in a remarkable degree, 
t Skelton. 
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that time Mr.Beachcroft's discourses were ^^dyed 
in the blood of the Redeemer.*" They were 
*^ began, continued, and ended in Him r 

It were inconsistent with candour to deny, 
(what was justly, but perhaps severely, re- 
marked by ^^ the Christian Observer,* in its Re- 
view of Mr. Beachcroft'^s Discourses,") that his 
subjects were sometimes too fancifully chosen; 
The above fault has not unfrequently been 
remarked in the following titles and teofts^ that 
appear in his published sermons : — ^^ The Mas- 
ter's Call r John ii. 28—" The Master is come, 
and calleth for thee.**^ <^ Our Brother a Medi- 
. ator i*^ Grenesis xliii. S — " Ye shall not see my 
face, except your brother be with you." " Ja- 
cobus going into Egypt a figure of Death;*" 
Genesis xlvi. 8, 4 — " Fear not to go down into 
Egypt, for I will there make of thee a great 
nation; I will go down with thee into Egypt, 
and I will also surely bring thee up again.*" 
Mr. Beachcroft had apparently learned the 
above unsound mode of choosing and applying 
texts of no less illustrious divines than Bishop 
Hall, Bishop Home, and William Jones ; since 
with their respective writings, in which it re- 
markably prevails, Mr. Beachcroft was parti- 
• Vol. xvi. p. 8 10. — No. for May, 
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cularly conversant. This reference, however, 
is designed not to justify, but to account for, 
that peculiarity which we have now noticed 9 
and which can never be warranted by any name 
or authority whatever. A lively and glowing 
imagination seems thus far to have impeded the 
exercise of that sound judgment which Mr. 
Beachcroft naturally possessed. 

In his selection of Scripture subjects, Mr. 
Beachcroft may be said especially to have fixed on 
those which were pregnant with moral lessons and 
practical results; as if he were indefatigably 
anxious to make known the path, while he pro- 
claimed the hope^ of the believer. Therefore 
Mr. Beachcroft makes choice, not only of those 
commanding texts which more immediately re- 
late to Him who died for sinners, but he also 
adopts the following : — " Balaam and Balak ^ 
Numbers xxii. 34 ; as admonishing us to regard 
the Scripture as our rule of conduct ; and to 
shun the crying sins, both of avarice and cru- 
elty to animals. Again, the history of Enoch 
(Gen. V. ^y becomes the subject of the dis- 
course, that so the congregation might be 
taught " to walk with God C^ and to recollect, 
that " God is present with them in every thing 
which they plan, contrive, undertake, execute ; 

E 
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that He knows the thoughts of the heart.*' Mr. 
Beochcrc^t makes the history of Eittjfchus 
(Acts XX. 9) the occasion of exhorting parents 
religiously to instruct their children, in order 
that they may be devout and attentive in the 
house of God. On the case of Abraham he ex- 
patiates, in another sermon, (Gren. xxii. 8,) as 
a pattern of entire submission to the will of 
God. On the request of " the disciples, in the 
road to Emmaus,'* he beautifully grounds an 
exhortation to family worship at the close of day. 
Without frequently descending into the detail 
of moral practice, Mr. Beachcroft was intuit 
oa expounding su<^ texts as powerfully sub- 
serve it. 

We naturally pass on to ^^ the character^ of 
Mr. Beachcroff s preaching. 

First, its simpliciiy. This quality so far pre- 
dominated, as to exclude, in some degree, that 
order, and connexion, and consecutiveness, 
which so materially aid our recollection ot '^ the 
word preached.^ Not that the preacher was 
deficient in a clear conception of bis subject. 
Every thought that arose in his mind, and was 
committed to his dieets, was as transparent as 
a crystal bead. Yet, like beads lying in a 
partially unstrung state> his ideas appear in an 
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attractive rather than a methodical fornL Those 
sermoDs to which we have alluded, as iDustratiDg 
his choice of subjects, and even his discourse 
on Enoch, are not free from the fault in 
question. Though in the latter sermon man is 
represented as '^ a sinful worm of the earth, a 
creature bom in sin and shiqpen in iniquity,^ 
and as one who '^ must have a new nature giren 
him,^ and even be ^'bom again;" and though 
salvation is said to be ^ the free gift of God,^ 
still these essential points are stated in so ind- 
dental a way, that they would scarcely arrest 
the attention of one who is yet wholly unac- 
quainted with them. They are not wrought 
into that chain of Christian doctrine, which 
ought, more or less, to appear in every dis- 
course. 

That the above deficiency originated in a 
certain dread of system the author is sufficiently 
aware. No man was more inimical than his 
late beloved friend to that systematic precise- 
ness which requires one invariable mode of 
dividing Scripture subjects, and which would 
compel us to adopt every iota of opinion, and 
every syllable of phraseology, which itself ap- 
proves or recommends; and thus literally makes 
a man an ofiender for a word. Such precise- 

£ 2 
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ness is alike opposed to charity and truth. For 
that word which maintains a wholesome unifor- 
mity of doctrine, (an uniformity in some rare 
instances, almost, if not wholly, imperceptible''^ 
to the eye of man,) observes that latitude of ex- 
pression which, to a superficial reader, may 
seem to involve a contradiction. The inspired 
penmen overlook the minutise of system while 
contemplating the magnitude of truth. Never- 
theless the minister before us, in shunning the 
faults of system, was in some measure unmind- 
ful of its excellencies, and observed that plan 
in handling and expounding texts, which is, 
perhaps, satisfactory to the preacher, but not at 
all times easily apprehended by the hearer. 
Or (if another comparison may be allowed) the 
spiritual food provided in Mr. Beachcroft'^s dis- 
courses, like the manna divinely appointed to 
fall around the camp of Israel, is in rich abund- 
ance rather than in exact order, and is suffi- 
cient to relieve the hungry though not to 
gratify the fastidious. Not even the deep and 
mysterious verity of election is excluded from his 
sermons ; though it is treated with that mode- 

• We allude to such scripture passages as refer to 
the infinite mercy, and the tremendous justice of the 
Almighty. 
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ration and sobriety which may be pronounced 
truly scriptural. He boldly enunciated what 
God only can explain. For instance, (vol. i. 
p. 255,) " We know that the blood of Christ 
was not shed at an uncertainty, for his own 
words are, *A11 that the Father giveth me shall 
come to me.' " 

Before we present any further quotations 
from the discourses, preached to the Blunham 
congregation, we may advert to some other ex- 
ceptions which have occasionally been taken by 
the reader; such as their want of depth, of 
point, and especially of experimental matter. 
The author, without venturing to affirm that 
there is no foundation for these charges, would,' 
nevertheless, advocate the pulpit addresses of 
Mr. Beachcroft, on account of those undoubted 
excellencies to which we will presently recur. 
And whatever might be the prevalence of those 
defects which we have now noticed in his dis- 
courses, they may partly be referred to that 
" simplicity" of which we have already spoken ; 
and partly (as it respects their want of depth 
and experimental character) to that liveliness 
of mind which somewhat incapacitated Mr. 
Beachcroft, in common with hundreds of his 
fellow-men, for the exercise of profound thought 
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and, we might add, of experimental preaching. 
Though far from a superficial expositor of the 
sacred text, still his mind was so active, his 
fancy so alive in the contemplation of it, and 
consequently his associations so many, and his 
illustrations so vivid, that he paused not to 
descend into its depth, nor even, generally 
speaking, to trace the secrets of corruption, the 
severities of conflict, and the alternations of hope 
and fear, of elevation and depression, in the 
Christian breast. These, confessedly, together 
with that absence of pamty which after all is 
not very considerable, are among the faults of 
Mr. Beachcroft^s preaching; thou^ they are 
not a little balanced by those excellencies to 
which we will immediately invite the attention 
of the reader. 

First, as to a prevailing aim to exait the 
adorable Redeemer. This is sufficiently obvi- 
ous in both the volumes of Mr. Beachcroft, 
especially in vol. ii. pp< 141 and 146, in which 
he first applies the striking language of St. 
Paul, *^ He has made Him (Christ) to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him \" and then 
oiFers the following very lucid comment on the 
wonders of redeeming grace : — ^^ The Saviour, 
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then, came and put himself in the shmer's stead ; 
and, having done so, he had a strict right, nay it 
was his Father^s will that He should put the 
sinner into his place ; that so the Fatha: might 
accept him again, clothed with the best, the 
only spotless robe, the robe of righteousness. 
This is the scripture doctrine of justification by 
faith.^ In the same volume, (p. S37,) Mr. 
Beachcroft clearly recognizes the necessity of 
our being convinced of sin in order to our 
effectual reception of the only Saviour; until 
it (the soul of man) is made sensible of its lost 
condition by nature, it does not seek for the 
supports which must come from grace alone. 
With the Laodiceans of old it says, looking 
only upoa the present scaie, ^^ I am rich and 
increased with goods, and have need of no> 
thing." Again, (p. 238,) " The bread which 
came down from heaven is found to be the only 
nourishment for the hungry souL^ ^^ Then 
our Lord will be precious to those who know 
Him.*" And, (p. 240,) how beautiful is the 
application of this truly Christian doctrine, 
^^ Are 3rou feeding upon this hidden manna ? 
Do you go out and gather it by prayer, by 
meditation, by a constant attendance on the or- 
dinances of religion ?*' 



80 UEMOIE OF THE 

Another prominent feature in the " Scrip- 
tural Discourses^ of Mr. Beachcroft is his 
anadety to reach the heart by delineating that 
love of Christ which passeth knowledge. The 
following extract (from Discourse on 2 Cor. 
5 — 14, 16, entitled " The constraining efficacy 
of the love of Christ,") may be sufficient. 
'^ Love brought Him into this mortal state ; 
love caused Him to be bom of an obscure 
family in Bethlehem, to lie in a manger. It 
was love for us which caused Him to live 
in poverty, to be subject to want. Love 
brought him to the judgment-seat of. Pilate; 
love made him willing to wear the crown of 
thorns, the purple robe, to give his bacjk to 
the smiters, and his cheek to them that plucked 
off his hair. Love supported him in his agony 
in the garden; it nailed him to the cross; it 
rose with him from the grave.'' It was not with 
the thunders of the law, but with the seraphic 
melody of the gospel, as concentrated in the love 
of Christ, that Mr. Beachcroft attempted to 
overpower the hearts of all his hearers. Can it 
then be a matter of surprise that the follow- 
ing appears among his private tnemoranda? 
<^ If I had 8L favourite theme in all these little 
labours, I do believe it was the love (^Christ: 
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in all its branches which I could see, and in 
myriads which I could not see, it passeth know- 
ledge."* 

To the gracuma operation of the Spirit on 
the sold ofman^ Mr. Beachcroft (vol. i. p. 63) 
thus simply but definitely refers. " He, there- 
fore, can soften the bard heart ; he can bend the 
stubborn will; he can give to the once proud Pha- 
risee the spirit of a little child."^ In like manner 
(vol. ii. p. 7) he insists, " there must be a work 
of grace to lead us to God." To the same effect, 
and not unewperimentally^ (if we may use the 
word,) he says, " Here . . * . . is a source of un- 
speakable comfort to. the believing Christian. 
He says to himself, ^ God has enabled me to 

* Strikingly coincident with the above is the testimony 
of " the United Brethren.*' When labouring as am- 
bassadors of Christ, amid the frost and snows of Green- 
land, what but their unwearied declaration of '' the love 
of Christ " attracted the attention^ and at length melted 
the hearts of its rugged inhabitants 7 When the Holy 
Spirit enabled them to see and feel that love, no other se- 
curity was wanting for the performance of each Christian 
duty. 

<< O thou bleeding Lamb, 

The true morality is love of thee." 

Young. 

E 5 
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dioose this good part : I see the value of my 
soul ; and I resolve to make any sacriBce 
which Christ, my Saviour, calls for at my 
hands, so that I may but live for ever with Him 
in heaven. But I scHnetimes feel so weak in 
myself, that I am afraid of falling away.* But 
let me say to such humUe characters, ^ fear 
not.** It is true, you cannot keep yourselves ; 
but Grod, who is faithful to his covenant and 
promise, says, ' He will keep the feet of his 
saints.' They may stumble if the path be rug- 
ged, but they shall not finally fall away. They 
are kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation.*' 

In the same spirit <^ truly pastoral anxiety, 
and under the same mighty impulse of redeem- 
ing love, Mr. Beachcroft presses the necessity 
of imbodying Christian principles in Christian, 
practice. In vol. i. p. 237, he observes, ^' Faith 
must be Operative; it must * work by love.' 
The daily conversation, the life, the habitual 
practice, the obedience of the Christian, all 
find their respective places in the grand scheme 
devised by infinite wisdom for the salvation 
of man.'' In the foregoing passage is involved 
this seeming paradox ; namely^ that when we 
utterly despair of salvation by our own works, 
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and cast all our hopen exclusively on a dying 
Saviour, we obey him on the right, the effica* 
dous principle of love ; for the deeper our sense 
of the ruin brought on us by sin, the more we 
hate it ; and the stronger our conviction of the 
restoring grace of Christ, the more we love him 
and obey him. 

Not less illustrative of the practical tendency 
of his discourses is the following address to pa- 
rents, (vol. ii. p. 820 :) " Teach them (your chil- 
dren) to worship the God of their fathers in 
spirit and in truth ; to look upon his word as 
the best book '^ upon his providence as the best 
defence; upon his Spirit as the best guide; 
upon his promises as the best reward ; upon his 
Son, who has purchased all these blessings with 
the price of his own blood, as the best and only 
Saviour. Go on in the practice of every reli- 
gious duty.^* 

Having shewn by the foregoing references, 
both to the subject and character of Mr. Beach- 
croft's preaching, that it was, on the whole, 
truly Christian in its principles and conclusions, 
the author is unwilling to weary the attention of 
the reader by prolonging the present chapter. 

Yet, as certain particulars relating to its main 
topic have not hitherto been presented to his 
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View, and such too as could not be suppressed 
without doing an injustice to the memory of 
Mr. Beachcrofty and as some of his later MS. 
sermons have just fallen into the hands of his 
biographer, it may be allowed him to enter on 
these several points, as also to introduce some 
of his very valuable letters in the succeeding 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Subject and Character of Mr. Beachcroffa 
Preaching. — Certain Letters of Mr Beach- 
croft. 

While the discourses of Mr* Beachcroft exhi- 
bited, as we have just remarked, a simplicity 
which, on the whole, forms one of their leading 
recommendations, an anxiety to exalt the Saviour, 
and a deep impression of his love, they were 
scarcely less remarkable for bright and attrac- 
tive views of the character of vital Christianity. 
He evidently preached as one who had himself 
been divinely taught to rejoice in God his Sa- 
viour, and who desired that his flock should be 
made partakers of his joy. Here we may 
equally appeal to his sermons and his corres- 
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pondence. In reverting to the former, we dis- 
cover (and in those too of a later date, which 
were never committed to the press) the following 
delightful effusions of a Christian spirit. The 
text, Matt. xiii. 46, 46. " An object presents 
itself to the merchantman, yet more desirable. 
Something unknown before, or but casually at- 
tended to; something, the merchandize of which 
is better than the merchandize of silver, and the 
gain thereof than fine gold. The merchant 
pauses, he compares the excellence of his former 
merchandize, he finds (as Dr. South somewhere 
expresses it) ' religion to be such a portable 
pleasure, that he puts all his wealth into this 
one jewel, and carries it with him.' It is his 
companion, his solace, his wealth, his trea- 
sure." 

Again : ^^ He sells all that he has and buys 
it. By this strong figure does our blessed Sar> 
viour point out the willingness of the really 
converted soul to make any sacrifices which the 
Word of Grod requires for its salvation^ But ** 
(here Mr. Beachcroft offers an important cau- 
tion) " so fatally is error too often intermixed 
with truth, that men have understood literally 
those passages of sacred Scripture which should 
be taken figuratively; have imposed heavy bur- 
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dens where the easy yoke of Christ should have 
been carried ; have, for instance, made penance, 
and wandering poverty, and self-sacrifice, their 

Saviours ; forgetting that we are to take 

up our cross daily, and follow Christ, but that 
Ae is to make the cross, and we are to bear 
it ; and that other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.^ Mn 
Beachcroft pointedly adds, with reference to the 
present day, ^^ we shall not find men, even of 
professed religious principle, sacrificing too 

much for their Saviour And even with the 

most cautious, who really wish to take up their 
eross and follow Christ, how often do we find$ 
when about to purchase the * pearl of great 
price,' that in the sale of the other goodly 
pearls^ some favourite jewel is reserved ; some 
besetting sin is cherished; some idol which 
usurps the place of the one living and true 
God P"^ Ananias and Sapphira are referred to 
by way of illustratioD, since *' they wanted to 
be gaierous in the midst of concealed covetous^ 
ness. The heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked.^ 

Of the primitive followers of Christ, Mr. 
Beachcroft next says, in a similar strain of 
encouragement to his true disciples; ^^ They 
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saw, they trusted, they waited, they endured, 
until at last, the beloved John in Patmos, for the 
testimony of Jesus, beheld the whole line of pro- 
phecy unfolded — the judgment seat, the books 
opened, the net drawn to land, the final separa- 
tion made; and the heavenly messenger not 
stopping even here, opens to his view the eternal 
blessedness of the righteous in the kingdom of 
God. ^ I saw a new heaven and a new earth/ 
(Rev. xxii. 1.)'' 

Mr. Beachcroft sums up all by thus directly 
applying the words on which he had expatiated* 
** He (Christ) is the pearl of great price ; 
He is the end of the law for righteousness to 
every one that believeth ; He, as a peacemaker 
with your heavenly Father, can bring peace to 
your consciences ; He can fulfil the desire of 
them that seek him ; He can make your cup 
of blessings overflow, and, like the Israelites, 
when you are much discouraged because of the 
way, and fainting in the wilderness. He can 
bring living waters out of the rock of stone.*" 
And, in conclusion, Mr. Beachcroft remarks, 
" the servants of God, in all ages of the world, 
have their sacrifices to make of present gratifi- 
cation for future good. But the gifts of God 
even in this world are so great, his . grace so 
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refreshing, his Spirit so comforting, and the 
earnests of final happiness so abundant, that ex- 
perience almost teaches them to say, that they 
do enjoy heaven even whilst they are passing 
along the journey of life." 

In discoursing to his own flock on John xv. 
5, ^* I am the vine, &c. ;^ Mr. Beachcroft again 
breathes a spirit of cheerful confidence in Jesus 
Christ. ^^ As a child runs to a tender parent 
with every little want, and every momentary 
sorrow, so should the Christian be continually 
approaching God, through Christ.'*' Again ; 
^^ Empty of all goodneiss, weak and sinful in 
ourselves, unprofitable and barren branches; 
Jesus Christ by uniting us to himself by faith, 
fills us with good things, and makes the branch 
which, for its own intrinsic worth, would be 
nigh unto burning, fruitful in every good word 
and work.*^ In another page Christian progress 
is thus illustrated for the consolation of the 
poor in spirit : " When the blossom gives place 
to the tender fruit, and that fruit begins to 
grow, the person who watches it every day can- 
not perceive its increase. And yet look at it 
after a longer period, and that increase is easily 
perceived. So exactly with the Christian. He 
receives the heavenly principle which is at first 
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but a desire to serve God. He finds this prin- 
ciple extend itself, and show itself in the Chris- 
tian life ; it breaks forth on the right hand and 
on the left ; it watches every opening and op- 
portunity to do good, it seems to be moving 
forward even amidst a thousand hindrances 
and impediments, realizing, as it were, our 
LonTs own words, ^ herein is my Father glo- 
rified that ye bear much fruit.' " 

The foregoing extracts being necessarily lon- 
ger than we had intended, we must not venture 
upon others. Enough may have been exhibited 
to prove that, while the discourses of Mr. 
Beachcroft do not conceal the cross, they es* 
pecially hold forth the crown of the devoted 
Christian. Of his sermons it may generaUy 
be said that, while flowing and el^ant in style, 
they are rich in the captivating influence of 
Christian truth, and calculated to fan the flame 
of Christian love- 

We will no longer detain the reader from the 
correspondence of Mr. fieachcroft, relative to 
his pulpit labours. He thus writes from Brigh* 
ton, (where he seemed peculiarly to engage 
both the attention and affection of his hearers,) 
to his venerable mother. 
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^^ Mr DEAR Mother, 

^* With the deepest humility of mind, we may 
rejoice that we are made the hoiK>ured instru« 
ments of good, either to the bodies or souls of 
our fellow creatures. I know from experience 
that no gratification is equal to that which arises 
from endeavouring to serve a good and gracious 
master. I believe my preaching is made the 
means of instructing many in this place. I had 

some critical hearers on Sunday. Dr. and 

Dr. , with a large body of clergymen, but I 

am thankful never even to wish to soften my me- 
thod ; but to win the people, if I can, by love."" 

To his mother he again writes from the 
same place upon the same subject. ^^ I always 
rejoice in your prayers, which I believe have 

been heard and answered I esteem it the 

hi^est privilege to pray for you, and all who 
are near and dear to me ; and I verily believe 
our mutual prayers are granted, or I never 
diould be blessed as I am in awakening and 
comforting souls in this place. My sermon on 
Sunday was well received ; several persons of 
fashion said, ^ It is very awakening ; he was ra- 
ther long, but I could have Listened ten mi- 
nutes longer^ . • . « .1 believe I am not at all es- 
teemed by two sorts of persons: the one call 
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me a saint and a methodist ; and the other think 
I do not go half far enough in my doctrine. 
But thus it always was and always will be. Let 
us rejoice and go forward. 

" Ever most affectionately yours, 

" R. P. Beachceoft.**' 

We extract from the same correspondence, a 
passage immediately relating to the private mi- 
nistrations of Mr. Beachcroft at Brighton. 
** A physician came to me yesterday, and 
begged me to visit a dying gentleman, from the 
Stock Exchange, who had been religiously 
brought up, but had given himself to the ac- 
quisition of this world's goods, and had for- 
gotten his God. I went, and never witnessed a 
more affecting scene. . He would not permit me 
to ask a common question, but began to open 
his whole mind. The soul was every thing : 
money mere dirt and dross. I really never 
saw this world and the next in such strong 
colours ; begging me to be his almoner whilst 
I stay here. Only pray that I may be humbled 
in all these labours." 

When writing from Blunham to his beloved 
mother, he thus disclaims all personal merit as 
a minister of Jesus Christ. 
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*' My deab Motheb, 
^^ It is a satisfaction, and let me say no 
trifling one, to think that the labours of the 
morning and evening are directed to the great 
ends of men^s salvation ; and that whether I live 
to bring it into use, or die before I accomplish 
half I aim at, still I am performing an accept- 
able service, though not in the least jot or 
tittle a meritorious one. I thank God that 
the cause nearest my heart prospers, under His 
guidance, in this place. 

" Ever most aflTectionately yours, 

" R. P. Beachceoft.'" 

To a friend Mr. Beachcroft writes, April 
26, 1818, and that in direct acknowledgment of 
the dependence of ministerial success on the in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit : " All this, the dis- 
posesssion and the possession, (alluding to a reli- 
gious change of heart,) are the gradual work 
of the Holy Spirit of God. These principles 
spring up and bear fruit, we know not how. 
Just as the wind bloweth and we hear the sound 
thereof, but know not whence it cometh and 
whither it goeth. So is every one that is born 
of the Spirit." 

To the same friend Mr. Beachcroft writes 
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June 30, 1818, in the true spirit of self-scrutiny 
and with a very general allusion to certain 
controversial topics of the day : 

^^ My whole life seems to be employed in 
teaching ; and I do assure you, that I sometimes 
ask the question with a due portion of apprehen- 
sion. Thou that teachest another, teachest thou 
not thyself?^. . . . *^ I am reading Martin Luther 
and Calvin with great attention, and find them 
to be wise fellows. Nine tenths of the men who 
talk about Lutherans and Calvinists know no 
more of their peculiar tenets, or rather of the 
points in which they are united, than we know, 
even after reading Dr. Chalmers, of what is 
passing in the planet Jupiter. 

" Very affectionately yours, 

" R. P. Beachcboft." 

To a quondam fellow-labourer, Mr. Beach*- 
croft in Uke manner develops the pastoral 
feelings of his breast. The date Blunham, 
July 12, 1819, and Jan. 20, 1823. 

" My n£As Sir, 
^^ If it should please Grod to spare my life for a 
few years, I know not of any thing which will give 
me more heartfelt pleasure than to find that.my 



BEV. BOBEKT FOBTEN BEACHCBOFT. 95 

old friends and assistants are made the instru* 
ments, in the hands of God, to bring poor, pe- 
rishing sinners to a knowledge of salvation by 
Jesus Christ. As we grow older, we cannot do 
so much in some branches of our profession as 
we used to do. But our little may be so mel- 
lowed and matured by grace, blessing a sound 
judgment^ that a word or two after the meri- 
dian of life is past may have the effect of a 
serm(»i preached in younger days. And O 
what an encouragement is the thought that He 
will never cast off the work of his own hands. 

I have ever considered the great temptation 

of a young minister to be his activity ; up and 
be doing. This was once my own case. A sort 
of restlessness because things did not go fast 
enough. But I now see in others what I dare 
to say I shall soon find in myself, a more slug- 
gish step as I advance in years. All these 
varieties prove our infirmity, and lead to more 
Implicit faith in him with whom is no varia-« 
bleness, neither shadow of turning. 
. " You describe, (said he,) your own spiri- 
tual anxieties in a way which I c3!i easily com- 
prehend. It is a great work that we have to do ; 
and I can only find comfort, peace and safety, 
whether I should live one day or fifty years 
longer, by looking unto Jesus, the author and 
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the finisher of my faith. We are for ever 
busy in thinking, or perhaps too much in a 
sort of religious speculative way of fancying, 
what may happen before we quit this short 
life. But I always try to cheek this spirit, 
because it takes me off from my simple depend, 
ence upon the Rock of ages. We need the 
strong hold, and the sure refuge^ and the foun- 
dation-rstone, and the ever-flowing fountain. 
These and such like strong figures, always 
employed in mercy by an all-wise God, are our 
greatest comfort. 

** Very affectionately yours, 

" R. P. Beachcboft.*" 

In the year 1820, when corresponding with 
the same friend, Mr. Beachcroft thus feelingly 
adverts to the circumstances of his own parish : 
" We have some fruit, but when I think of the 
incessant pains bestowed upon the village, and 
the little gratitude we experience, my heart 
sometimes misgives me. But I would imitate 
David, and encourage myself in the Lord my 
God."' 

Nevertheless Mr. Beachcroft could testify, 
(if here we may again glance at the language 
of his printed sermons *) " we have many liv- 

• Vol ii. p. 191. 
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ing evidences, that the power of the gospel is 
the same now as it was formerly ; we have those 
among us who have found the efficacy of reli- 
gion, as it is revealed in holy Scripture, and 
who, from being disobedient and unthankful, 
and to every good work reprobate, are become 
teachable, serious, heavenly-minded, humble, 
followers of them who through faith and pa- 
tience inherit the promises.'^ 

That Mr. Beachcroft did not overlook the 
popular charge of enthusiasm against those who 
are stedfastly purposed to preach and magnify 
the Saviour, and that he knew how to repel it, 
may appear by the following familiar letter to 
the author. 

** Blunhara, June 24, t809. 

" My bear Methuen, 
*' It must be an enthusiast who disliked the 
tendency of your sermon ; for the world should 
never forget that there are more enthusiasts 
against religion, who carry their prejudices fur- 
ther than any of its friends do tl^eir supposed 
superstitions and bigotries in its favour. The 
next time you preach, show the congregation 
that they are the most dangerous fanatics who 
worship the golden calf of pleasure ; not only 

F 
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in Sunday evening concerts, but in weekly 
meetiDgs held every night ; nay, that diey ^ 
from place of worship to place of worribip. AjAl 
them what they would say o{ U6 pQc»- religionists, 
if we <^ned lectures every evening; if wjc 
met, for instance, at St. George's church to 
sing praises to <mr God for a single hour. The 
very shadow of a psalm-singer is enough to 
terrify a person into fits, who would sit hours 
to hear a dressed-up puppet squall a language 
totally unintelligible to half the company. 
They make valuable sacrifices to their God; 
they call his votaries divine, heavenly; they 
worship him with flute, sackbut, dulcimer, and 
all kinds of music ; and yet if we show the 
least spark of the fire of devotion in our reli- 
gious observances, we are to be thrown, without 
mercy, into the fiery furnace of laughter, criti- 
cism, mediodism, separation, and I know not 
what There is this comfort, however; that 
the God whom we serve is aUe to deliver us out 
of the midst of the fiery furnace ; yea, sad he 
wUl deliver us. ... If I hear .... a bad construc- 
tion put upon any project I have f(»rmed for the 
welfare of my people, ^ none of these things 
move me.*" I had counted the cost before I 
undertook the work ; and though I desire the 
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good opinion of every body, whoee goodopinicHi 
is worth having, yet if I meet with a laugh, 
or a sneer, I still go on my way rejc»cing. 

** Ifours affectionately, 

** B. P. Beachcboft."" 

In exact accordance with the spirit of the 
foregoing letter was an observation once made 
by Mr. Beachcr^t, upon the same subject, to 
the author; namely, *^ I would never seek the 
name of ^ methodist,' but I would never eh%m 
it," 

How foreign to Mr. Beachcroft's mind was 
all anger and uncharitableness, even when he 
spoke of the calumniat<Nrs o£ true religion^ may 
be inferred from the subjoined extract from a 
TpBper^ ^ On e^edionate Preaching," which he 
himself wrote, and inserted in ^^ The Christian 
Observer'' for June 1821. 

*^ I do not say that all equally pious ministers 
.can equally gain upon the affections of their peo- 
ple; but every Christian pastor who believes that 
Christ has loved him should prove that he ten- 
derly loves bis flock. It is the criterion by which 
it is to be known that we have passed from death 
unto life, that ^ we love the brethren*' Every 
faitbfulministerof the gospel has probably known 

f2 
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some instances in which the simple statement of 
the love of Christ has been productive of the 
greatest good ; and he has found the Lord to 
be ' not in the wind, not in the fire, but in the 
still small voice :'* God is love. In preaching, 
then, and in practice, ^ let us love one another ; 
for love is of God, and every one that loveth is 
bom of God, and knoweth God.' ''— R. P. B. 

His hearers would readily attest that Mr. 
Beachcroft uniformly preached in the spirit 
which he here advocates; or that he "spoke 
the truth in love.'^ He had inhaled its essence 
at the cross till at length it manifestly became 
his vital breath. Pride, austerity, anger, never 
cast a shade over his pulpit ministrations. As 
he was " constrained by the love of Christ,'* so 
he " longed after " the people in the bowels of 
that only Saviour. And if ever the image of 
Him who wept over the guilty Zion was re^ 
fleeted by a mortal minister, it unquestionably 
was so by the subject of the present memoir. 
Nor had he failed practically to learn from his 
great exemplar, that " the spirit of love " is, in 
the strictest sense, consistent with "a sound 
mind.**' Far indeed from Mr. Beachcroft was 
that false charity which conceals the sins and 
danger of our fellow-creatures, and which will 
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be condemned by its deluded victims on the 
great day. His was that true charity, which 
would rather sacrifice the ease than the welfare 
of mankind ; and would sooner offend them in 
this world than see them perish in the next. 
He copied the benevolence of One who con- 
demned the hypocrisy of the Pharisees, and 
foretold the ruin of Jerusalem. 

Of the countenance, and voice, and manner 
of Mr. Beachcroft, considered as a Christian 
preacher, we must very generally speak. His 
countenance was one of singular kindness and 
animation ; his voice was sufficient in its com* 
pass, distinct in articulation, pleasipg and varied 
in its tones; his manner was gentle, graceful, 
impressive in a high degree; and whether 
" preaching Christ '* to his rustic parishioners 
at Blunham, or to his more polished auditory 
at Brighton, he was enabled equally to excite 
and fix attention. Nor was that effect less re- 
markable when Mr. Beachcroft was summoned 
by his diocesan to address his clerical brethren. 
His sermon on that occasion was published at 
their general request : and well did he remind 
them, in that discourse, that ^^ in all other pro- 
fessions, as a good man comes nearer and nearer 
to the grave, he tries to loosen himself from hi^ 
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daily habita and pursuits, that he may attend 

yet more closely to the concerns of eternity 

But the minister of religion may be wedded to 
his pursuits ; not to the letter, but to the s|Hrit ; 
not to forms and ceremonies, however excellent 
they may be ; but to that pure principle of sal- 
vation by faith in Jesus Christ, which, perhaps, 
will be more and more unfolded, through all 
the ages of eternity.'^ 

Had human commendation been bis object, 
Mr. Beaehcroft might have been satisfied, to 
no small extent, on being informed (for such 
was the fact) that his discourses, at the express 
desire of (Dr. Burgess) the Bishop of St. Da^ 
vid^'s,'^ were translated into Welch; and that 
they were reprinted in America. A pioua mi- 
nister thus expressed himself respecting them: 
— " Wishing to raise the tone of a clergyman's 
mind, and to elevate bis views beyond a mere 
system of ethics, I recommended to him ^Beach- 
crofi'3 Sermon&J^ .... He delivered the sermons 
successively. His congregation increased in 
number, and a spirit of seriousness and inquiry 
became perceptible among the people." The 
same correspondent states, ^^ I also presented a 

* Now of Salisbury ; whom the author gladly recognizes 
as his learned and rerered diocesan. 
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youi^ clergyman with b copy of ^ BeachcrofFa 
Sermons i and be infonned me that his ebnrch 
soon became crowded, that the dissenters were 
bis frequent auditors, and that he could truly 
say these discourses had proved a Messing both 
to himself and his people." 

Does the reader ad: whether Mr. Beachcroft 
delivered extemporaneous, or written, sermons ? 
He in fact ccmfined himself to neither ; but at 
one time he delivered a discourse fully and care- 
fully written ; at another, he had ample notes 
before him ; and occasionally he addressed his 
congregation from the Bible onty, having con- 
sidered and digested his subject. Yet, as he 
advanced in his familiarity with holy Scripture, 
and acquired a greater facility and fluency of 
speech, he pretty generally made use of notes 
only. Experience had taught him that each of 
the forgoing modes of preaching has its pecu- 
liar advantages ; and that, as accuracy results 
from compositicm, so fl:uaicy of style is the 
efiect of extemporaneous addresses. Accord- 
ingly an aged minister is said to have de- 
livered this advice to'^his younger brethren at 
Cambridge: — *^ First carefully compose five 
hundred sermons, and then preach from notes 
only." Both methods have been attended with 
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the divine blessing though after all the latter, 
when wisely and spiritually adopted, is usually 
found to be by far the more impressive. 

A passing observation may be made on Mr. 
Beachcroft^s four sermons on the Lord''s Supper, 
published in 18S0, and on his Sunday evening 
lecture. The former may fairly be classed 
among the many proofs of his fidelity as '* a mi- 
nister of grace,^ and of his sound and spiritual 
acquaintance with revealed truth. The lecture 
(delivered in the chancel) consisted either of a 
plain exposition of some part of holy Scripture, 
or of a selection from the book of homilies, ac- 
companied with such observations of his own, 
as might serve to elucidate and impress the im- 
port of those golden compositions. On such 
occasions he remarked, " Whatever be the sub- 
ject, I always find I can adapt to it some collect 
or other of the church."" As the lecture was 
immediately designed to find some spiritual em-* 
ployment for his people on the Sabbath evening, 
and to prevent that idleness and loitering and 
gossiping, which then too commonly prevailed, 
so it was well attended, more particularly by 
the lower orders, and, it seems, was instrumental 
in leading them to those " pastures'' which sus- 
tain the spirit. 
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On the whole it may be affirmed that Mr. 
Beachcroft, when his views of Christianity were 
matured, never so enforced the law as to invade 
the freedom of the Gospel, nor so expounded 
the Grospel as to weaken the obligations of the 
law, considered as a rule of life. Generally 
speakings every doctrine, every duty, every 
threatening, every promise, that is contained in 
holy Scripture, had its proper time, and place, 
and weight, in his discourses. He gave counsel 
to whom counsel was due, exhortation to whom 
exhortation, reproof to whom reproof, and com- 
fort to whom comfort. Where he wanted the 
force of pointed, or the depth of experimental 
preaching, he so beautifully clothed his thoughts 
in scripture language, and so evidently glowed 
with the subject of redeeming love, that none 
were " sent empty away.'' 

To the ultras* only he proved oflFensive as a 
preacher. He was far too doctrinal for the Pha- 
risee, and far too practical for the Antinomian. 

• Never have the extravagances of ultraism in religious 

matters been more graphically stated, or more felicitously 

exposed, than in the introduction to Mr. Jay's " Lectures 

on the Christian Character;'' the component parts of 

which are arranged with a master's hand, while the entire 

work is clearly and powerfully animated by a Christian 

spirit. 

F 5 
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The Supra-lapsarian might complam of his over- 
lookmg the decrees of God ; and the Armfnian 
might start with horror whenerer in the very 
words of Scripture, he made any allusion to the 
subject. His cheerful depoortment might strike 
the mere ascetic as conformity to ^^ the course 
of this world,^ while his seriousness might pass 
for aurterity with those who love its T«rities. 
Yet, when preadiers and hearers shall be 
summoned to the great tribunal, few will be 
found to hare surpassed him in obeying the in- 
junction of his Lordy *' Feed my sheep, feed 
my lambs.'" 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

His zeal andjidelity as a Parish Priest 

What a modem author * has remarked in his 
invaluable and (it might be said) immortal 
treatise on " the Christian Ministry," was 
strongly realized at Blunham. " They (the 
people) must know us in order to love us ; and 
for this purpose the pastor must live among 
them as their friend; gradually to slide into 
their affections, and draw out their whole souls.'' 
Here the offices of the pastor and the mission- 
ary meet ; for it is related by the biographer of 
Elliott, that ^^ he was indeed the father of his 
peoplcr By holding frequent intercourse with 
them, he greatly endeared himself to them, and 

• Rev. Charles Bridges, vicar of Old Newton, Suf- 
folk. 
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became acquainted with the extent of their 
knowledge of divine things; with their trials 
and difficulties, with their joys and sorrows. 
He was in this manner enabled to act as their 
instructor, counsellor, and comforter." 

In a similar spirit, and unquestionably for 
like purposes, did Mr. Beachcroft fulfil the vow 
which he had made at the time of ordination ; 
even to " use both public and private monition 
and exhortations, as well to the sick as to the 
whole within his cure, as need shall require, and 
occasion shall be given."" In his view it was a 
mere contradiction to pretend to fidelity in the 
church, if that fidelity were not apparent (to 
the utmost extent of his opportunities) in the 
house of every parishioner. When, therefore, 
the Sabbath was past, he did not consider his 
pastoral obligations to be suspended till the 
Sunday following. He counted not his time his 
own. In private, as in public ministrations, he 
regarded duty and happiness as inseparably 
linked together, and never did the cheerfulness 
of his aspect more unequivocally prove the 
abiding gladness of his heart than when he was 
returning from the abode of his poor and pious 
neighbours. 

Mr. Beachcroft was a " parish priest" in 
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the Strictest sense of the expression. He felt 
how impossible it is to neglect the great duty of 
testifying from house to house ^^ repentance 
toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ,''* and yet finally to " account with joy, 
and not with grief." Therefore he habitually 
asked, ** How may I employ my time to the 
largest benefit of my parishioners ?"" Rarely did 
a day pass in which he did not hold some pri- 
vate communication with his people. With him 
it was an easy matter to quit his study (much 
as he loved it) for the cottage, and for a while 
to sacrifice the society of some valued or belov- 
ed guest for that of the poor, the ignorant, the 
vicious, the miserable of his flock. No heart 
could be more buoyant than his own with Chris- 
tian happiness whenever the grace of his Re- 
deemer prospered his devoted efforts to awaken 
them and lead them to the cross. Their peace 
and consolation were his own. 

Mr. Beachcroft could say, even to the mean- 
est of his flock, " Ye are dear to me ;" for he 
remembered that for them also a Saviour bled 
and died. When, therefore, he had addressed 
them on the Sabbath as " dearly beloved bre- 

* Acts XX. 21. 
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thren,^ he proved the rincerit j of that address 
by Tisiting them at their respective homes as^ 
their benefactor, their counsellor, their com- 
forter. To the abode of the aflUcted and the 
dying, he first directed his steps. Wh^iever they 
resided at a distance from bis own bouse, he 
seized that opportunity of visiting their healthy 
neighbours, and thus economized bis time. 

More than once was it the privilege of the 
author to accompany Mr. Beachcroft on such 
interesting, such edifying occasions. Never can 
he forget the endearing familiarity of his man- 
ner, the depth of bis sympathetic feelings, the 
beautiful simplicity of his remarks on the 
Autlior and the end of tribulations, and on the 
sorrows and sufferings of Him who is not less 
our pattern than our refuge in the time of 
trouble. Then also in " the spirit of suppli- 
cation,*^ he besought ** the Father of mercies** 
to sanctify and to succour the afflicted. 

Of late years Mr. Beachcroft established a 
weekly cottage lecture, which was held alt^- 
nately in each hamlet of bis parish. That lec- 
ture consisted of an exposition of some appro- 
priate part of Scripture, and was accompanied 
with a suitable prayer. Though principally 
designed as a spiritual help to his parishioners, 
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acnd more particularly to the sick and aged, lie 
availed himsdf ci the opportunity it afforded 
him of ascertainiiig the temporal condition of bis 
poorer brethren. While supremely anxious for 
the wel£Eu-e of their immortal souls, he never 
overlooked the comfort of their mortal bodies. 

Mr. B^ushcroft thus refers to the above lec- 
ture in a familiar letter to Mr. ■ : 

" BluDh%m, Nov. 6, 18S6. 

" My dear Sir, 
" Every other Thursday we hold the meeting 
at Moggerhanger, or Charlton. This makes the 
Blunham people more alive, and pleases the dis» 
tant poor exceedingly. We have four or fiv^ 
cripples at Moggerhanger, who can never get to 
a place of worship. This service is admirably 
attended. We say from time to time at whose 
house the following meeting shall be held> and 
the poor take a pleasure in getting their chairs 
borrowed, and the room ready, and the Bible on 

the table. This idea originated with Mr. , 

and came, I trust, from a higher source of teach- 
ing. 

" Yours, affectionately, 

" R. P. Beachcroft.''' 

Mr. Beachcroft too highly estimated the value 
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of the soul of man to postpone his visit to the 
sick till he was actually requested to attend 
them. With him the plea was inadmissible 
that whenever the minister is uninvited his at- 
tendance may prove obtrusive, and perhaps 
unwelcome to the sufferer. Mr. Beachcroft re- 
membered the reproof once given to the Israel- 
itish shepherds: " Neither have they sought 
that which was lost ;^* and, that he himself might 
be ^^ undefiled and innocent of that great of- 
fence,*^ he no sooner heard of a case of sickness 
in his village, than he hastened to the spot, and 
endeavoured to discharge his conscience by 
faithful, yet affectionate appeals to that of his 
afflicted neighbour. Thus the latter would be 
unable to witness against him at the last, ^^ You 
suffered me to go into eternity without one at- 
tempt to tell me what I must do to be saved." 
Rather will the Judge of all testify to the fide- 
lity of his servant, by addressing him in these 
memorable words, " I was sick, and thou visit- 
edst me.'' f 

Other letters of Mr. Beachcroft, relative to 
the important office of a parish priest, cannot 
fail to interest the religious reader. We will 

* Ezekiel xxxiv. 4. f Matt, xxv, 40, 
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therefore proceed to copy such as more imme- 
diately refer to it. 

To one friend he writes ; — 

'< Blunhaniy Jan. Q, 1817. 
" My Deaa , 

'* You have already found the new year at 
its entree to be happy, I make no doubt ; and 
my hearty wishes shall be with you, till it ... . 
takes its leave. I can say the same for myself. 
My employments, which I always loved, win 
upon me with fresh charms every day ; and not- 
withstanding thethickmud which I now encoun- 
ter, on my way to the workhouse, and some 

sweeping floods which touch the garden fence, 
yet I still think the work of a minister of reli- 
gion, in a place where he can know his people, 
the very happiest on this side heaven. 

" Yours most sincerely, 

" R. P. Beachcroft.'" 

To another friend: 

<' Hastings, July 22, 1817. 

" Although our connexion, as fellow-labour- 
ers in the vineyard of Christ, has not been of 
very long standing, yet I trust it is cemented 
not merely by the ties of reciprocal duty, but 
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by the strongest bonds of Christian affection. 
If the early disciples were to be known by the 
exercise of this principle, I am confident that 
the more we grow in grace, and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the 
more we shall abound in this grace also. Every 
labour is sweetened, every anxious care is les- 
sened, all the energies of the soul are called 
cheerfully into action, when affection for a fel- 
low-traveller to the same heavenly city prompts 
us to walk with him, and converse with him, 
united by a common faith in the same Saviour. 
" When I left you on Monday night, just 
stepping into a round of duties, which have 
been my chief delight for the long period of 
eleven years, I could not but hope and pray 
that the same all-sufficient and most gracious 
God would bless and prosper your way. With 
many an anxious thought have I entered the 
cottages of our poor, and with many an ejacu- 
lation of gratitude have I hastened home again, 
when I have witnessed in some an increasing 
faith, in others more knowledge, and on the 
bed of sickness a patient waiting for a blessed 
immortality. Mr. Hall,* of Leicester, painted 

♦ Afterwards resident at Bristol^ where, as a Christian 
rainister, he consecrated the powers and attainments of 
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to the very fife ^ the supports and discourage- 
ments of the Christian minister,^ in a beau- 
tiful pamphlet, which I dare to say you have 
read. I think, upon mature reflection, that it 
is the happiest whilst it is the most anxious 
mode of life. The calling is of the highest 
order, and as the benefit is great, so is the dan- 
ger great, if we discharge the same unworthily. 
But I have no question that, when you have 
engaged as much in the various works of the 
ministry as I have, you will find its charms so 
great, that you will be comparatively uneasy 
without your employment. It strikes me as 

peculiarly blessed when this is the case 

If the force of habit be strong, here we may wish 
it to have its full sway, whilst the good Spirit 
of God is daily quickening us to increase ijl 
faiihf when our easertiona may, and indeed must 
necessarily, be on the decline. 

** Yours very sincerely, 

^ R. P. Beachcboft.*' 



" On prying into the secret things of God, Mr. 

his great mind to the glory of his Lord and Saviour, and 
where, after a meek endurance of prolonged bodily tor- 
tures, he happily fell asleep in Jesus. 
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Beachcroft thus unbosoms himself to the same 
correspondent :— - 

''BlunhamyMay 21, 1821. 
*^ My dkar Friend, 
'* Happy I concdye is that man who listens 
to the voice of the Almighty, cautioning him 
not to pry into secret things^ and applies those 
words of Job to his own presumptuous heart : 
' Hitherto shalt thou come and no further.'' 
Life is too short for me to waste my time on 
matters upon which I could not precisely speak, 
were I to consider them to the exclusion of pro- 
fitable subjects. Many a time have I laid aside 
the most valuable book, asking myself if at the 
end of the next hour, should I live to complete 
it, I should do the most good, and look back 
upon the hour with the most real pleasure, if 
passed in administering to the temporal and 
spiritual wants of one or two poor persons, or in 
benefiting my own mind; and I generaUy find 
that theory gives way to practice^ and medita- 
tion upon what I ought to do to the actual doing 
of the thing. . . . Besides, I can meditate the 
most profitably whilst I am practically en- 
gaged. It is said of one of old, (I give the sub^ 
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stance of the passage,*) that ^ being in the way, 
God met him.^ And the man who humbly lays 
himself out for usefulness^ will find the truth of 
many such passages of Scripture experimentally 
fulfilled. ... I leave the matter, not to wiser 
heads, but with that God who has done and will 
do all things well, and who has revealed just so 
much as it is good for his inquiring servants to 
know We have had a sad awful visi- 
tation in the village, which has occupied much 

of my time and thoughts. C. R., by whom 

had three children, was nearly burned to death 
on Friday se^ennight, by heating a little turpen- 
tine on her fire. The scene is most fearfully 
impressive. We endeavour to improve it to 
the good of a tribe of spectators and nurses. 
She is quite, sensible of her state before God, 
and I only pray the Spirit to write deeply on 
the heart of this wandering sheep the real 
nature of sin, and the fulness of the Saviour. 

" Ever yours, 

" R. P. Beachcboft.'" 

To the same friend he writes to the same 
effect. 

* Gen. xxiv. 27. 
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*' Bltmbam, Oct. 12, 1821. 

" My deae Friend, 
'^ A quick succession of relative duties so 
completely fills up my tiH>e, that I am obliged 
to consider every day, and almost every hour, 
as given up to the service of others. I believe 
it is very good (or us to be taken oiit of self, 
and to be made useful, in some little degree, to 
the comfort of those about us. Parish matters 
claim a much higher stand in the scale of duties. 
Vi^ting, and I hope I may add jn-aying, are 
among the sweetest and highest privileges ; and 
then family wants, and every finger-adie of the 
neighbouring poor, call for sympathy and, if 
possible, relief. A poor woman came from a 

great distance for some assistance 

quickened my willingness to attend to the suf- 
ferer by this consideration, ^ If it be a glorious 
attribute in God to have a mercy-seat for his 
children at all times to approach, what an ho- 
nour is put upon us by the most faint resem- 
blance!^ The penitent and miserable sinner 
goes to God through Christ, because he is sure 
that his prayer will be heard and answered. 
Why, (if it may be said without presumption,) 
do the wretched come to us ... . but because 
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they are persuaded we shall afford them some 
relief? 

^* Most affectionately yours, 

" B. P. Bkachcboft.'"' 

To another friend he writes from 

^'Blunham, Oct. 25, 1821. 

" My deab , 

^^ The oonfitant professional employment 
which I meet with at home and abroad, con- 
tributes, I am sure, to good spirits, if not exactly 
to good health ; and I am always the happiest 
when I have the most to do. 

** Ever yours affectionately, 

^ R. P. Beachcboft.*' 

We will next make a short extract from an 
urtide written by Mr. Beacheroft on paetaral 
inadwUy, and ins^ed in the ^' Christian Ofo^ 
server'*' for January 18S5. It was entitled 
" Ecclesiastical Dry Rot.** — *^ Pigerrimue is 
not a very early riser. Hi6 breakfast and 
the newspaper occupy the prime of the day. 
He strolls round his garden, and may perhaps 
prune a wall-tree, or cut the dead wood out of 
the holly-hedge. He walks to the next market- 
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town ; accepts an invitation to a small family 
dinner; goes home to prepare for his friend's 
hospitable board .... talks over the dangers 
which threaten the established church, from 
popish machinations and active sectaries ; takes 
a hand at whist, walks home again at moon- 
light, and the day is gone. Now the question 
is whether our friend ought not to exclaim, 
^ diem perdidiT'" And notwithstanding Mr 
Beachcroft says, — " If I know myself I am 
not among those who run down the clergy as a 
hody^ for I believe with Bishop Porteus, that 
in proportion to their numbers, nowhere shall 
we meet with so few instances of glaring mis- 
conduct,'' he still pointedly remarks, " What, 
then, where gross vice is out of the question, 
may be said to generate this spiritual decay ? 
Sloth, indolence, and formality ; these compose 
a sort of spiritual dry-rot. It is not any notori* 
ous sins which shock the public eye, . . but an 
enemy which we may call a sapper and miner. 
The whole day is wasted in doing nothing. 
The indolent shepherd gives no warning to his 
flock. The idle watchman slumbers at his post. 
These are the real enemies — these sap the foun- 
dation of the church." — B. P. B. 
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Another article, of a like character and im- 
port, was inserted in the ** Christian Observer^ 
for March, 1815, with the signature of R. P. B. 
The subject was ** Clerical Residence;'' of 
which it is insisted by the author that it ^^ is 
certainly the great turning point of clerical 
usefulness. Without residing upon his cure, 
the best man living cannot do his duty. The 
question, once asked by the brethren of David, 
may be fairly put to the conscience of every 
non-resident clergyman, * With whom hast thou 
left those few sheep in the wilderness ?' It cannot 
be denied, that the most solemn oaths have been 
taken, and the most sacred promises made ; and 
yet the minister of God who should be ready 
to explain the nature of an oath, ..... is 
breaking these engagements himself. The 
lamp which should illuminate the sanctuary is 
rarely seen within its walls. 

" The benefits to be derived from clerical 
residence are incalculable. 1. The minister is 
neither hurried nor fatigued when he enters 
upon the duties of the Sabbath. It is the 
Lord's day ; and therefore the Lord's servant 
should make * the Sabbath a delight.' 2. The 
minister's example has great weight on this 
holy day. The (pious), behaviour of his chik 

6 
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dren and his servants, tends to lead others into 
the paths of holiness. S. The minister is at 
hand to advise his parlshioBers in any little 
emergency. No intruder will attempt to make 
inroads when the watchman is at his post. 
4. The sick persons in his parish are constantly 
attended. The good impressions made in the 
time of sickness are not suffered to wear away 
without some remonstrance. An evening call, 
when the poor man has left his work ; a reli- 
gious tract; a word in season; a friendly 
prayer ; these may be blessed to the salvation 
of the soul. 5. The resident minister is a father 
to the poor. .... Dr, Johnson, speaking of 
the responsibilify of ministers, once said, ^ that a 
clergyman was the father of a larger family than 
he could maintain*^ 6. Sunday-schools, where a 
clergyman is resident, may do incalculable good. 
To these a stranger cannot attend. 7. We 
might insist upon the exquisite pleasure to be 
derived from residence. As the good old rector 
.... used to say, ^ I feel, after a weeVs labour 
in the vineyard, that which I cannot describe ;'* 

• The following remarks of Mr. Beachcrofl (found iq 
his pocket-book) will prove that in his matured judg- 
ment, field-sports were not thai species of recreation which, 
becomes the clencal labourer. *' January 18, 1811. I had 
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a joy with which a stranger int^meddleth not. 
8. How rich the recompence of reward ! To 
aay before the tribunal of God, ' Lo ! I and 
the children which God hath given me."* ..... 
Let this warning of our blessed Master be writ- 
ten in letters of gold, ^ Cast ye the unprofitable 
servant into outer darkness; there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth/ Let the same 
characters record this encouragement, ^ Call 

felt some scruples as to the propriety of indulging in any 
field-sports however moderately ; I almost made up my 
mind to put it out of my power by paying no tax of this 
kind. But my resolution fuled me, and I embarked once 
more in what I knew to be inconsistent with the sanctity 
of the ministerial life. I wasted but little time, for I 
rarely availed myself of my power ; and took my walk 
or ride late in the day, when certain duties were con- 
cluded. But still I was uncomfortable. I was ashamed 
of my own weakness ; I lamented the pangs of the dying 
animals, however just man's right may be to < kill and 
eat.' I judged my own conduct, as a minister, to be 
faulty. life to the soul, death to the body: how dif- 
ferent. * Then shall I not be ashamed,'* &c. * If meat,' 
&c. t ' Let the field be joyful.' Right or wrong, I have 
saved my own conscience ; and I do resolve, with God's 
grace, if I have done iniquity, to do it no more." Here 
was the struggle of nature ; here was the triumph of 
faith. 

• Psalm cxiz. 0. t 1 Cor. viii. |l. 

c2 
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the labourers, and give them their hire." * Thou 
hast been faithful in a few things; I will make 
thee ruler over many things: enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord.' ^ 

The paper from whence the foregoing extracts 
have been made, was, probably, that which our 
Transatlantic brethren begged permis^on to re^ 
prints as one calculated to be useful^ and which 
they circulated in their own country to a very 
considerable extent. As no man had been more 
practically taught than Mr. Beachcroft the so- 
lemn lessons conveyed in the above article, so it 
proceeded with peculiar propriety from his pen. 

Mr* Beachcroft also established a weekly 
lecture at the work-house, for the immediate 
'benefit of those who might be unable to at- 
tend the church. That service* was regu- 
larly performed on every Thursday evening, 
either by himself, or his fellow-labourer. Com- 
menting with prayers, (chiefly taken from the 
liturgy,) he next expounded a portion of holy 
• Scripture, with his usual simplicity and tender- 

• This species of clerical labour, though confessedly 
unsanctioned by existing laws or canons, is nevertheless of 
such unquestionable advantage, particularly to the aged 
cottager, that in tliese days of reform it ought surely 
to be legitimated by the British senate. 
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ness; endeavouring to direct the thoughts of 
his poorer brethren to that Saviour who is the 
great dispenser of eternal riches. At the con- 
clusion of the lecture, it was customary to col- 
lect weekly donations in behalf of the Church 
Missionary Society. And in order to excite a 
due attention to its interests, he also read, on 
that occasion, such extracts from ^^ The Mis- 
sionary Register ^ as might prove the miseries 
of heathenism, and the possibility of supplant- 
ing them with the unspeakable blessings of 
Christianity. 

. The school, established in Blunham, and so 
greatly enlarged by his exemplary diligence 
and liberality, must next be briefly noticed. 
More than once did the author witness, on the 
jnoming of the Lord's day, that spirit of wis- 
dom and of love, which distinguished the inter- 
course of Mr. Beachcroft with the children then 
assembled in the parish school-room. Each ap- 
peared eager to perform his allotted task, whe- 
ther to repeat a portion of the " Church'' (or any 
other) ^^ catechism," or certain passages of Scrip- 
ture. The quickness of some of the older boys 
in giving an account of the sermons of the pre- 
ceding Sabbath, was as creditable to themselves 
as to their minister. The whole group q^pp^ared 
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to regard him as their friend and father ; and 
Mr. Beachcroft at length dismissed them with 
an appropriate prayer to Him, who only could 
incline their ears to his word, and effectually 
touch thdr hearts with^ sense of his redeem- 
ing love* 

In this- branch of ministerial labour (in the 
female department of the school he had a skil- 
ful and indefatigable coadjutor-— even the part- 
ner of his days) he took a peculiar delight. 
No slight experience had convinced him how 
close is the connexion between ignorance and 
▼ice, and how prepostax>us is the hope of pre- 
serving the morals of the poor, by enveloping 
(if we may so speak) their minds in darkness* 
His was the maxim of the wise — ^^^It is iwi 
good that the soul be without knowledge.^^ 
His also was the sober sentiment of the late 
eloquent and pious Robert Hall f — " These are 
not the times in which it is safe for a natioa to 
repose in the lap of ignorance. ^ If there was a 
season when public tranquillity was insured by 
the absence of knowledge, that season is past."^ 
Oft^n did Mr. Beachcroft speak, with the satis- 

• Prov. xix, 2. 

t Sermon V. « On the Advantages of Knowledge to 
the Lower Classes.** 
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faction of a grateful heart, of the seals to his 
ministry that God had given him from among 
the children. He was apt emphatically to add, 
" My chief hope is of the young."" 

Immediately connected with his superintend* 
ence of the village-school was a circumstance 
highly creditable to himself and his dissenting 
neighbours. The latter came forward and said, 
they ^^ hoped he would not be offended if they 
opened a Sunday-school." ^^ His answer (as 
observes a friend, who supplied the author iirith 
the anecdote) was truly catholic—^ It always 
gives me pleasure when good is done.^ From 
that time, if any child left one school for the 
other, he never received him without first men- 
tioning it to the dissenter^'" Such liberality 
may possiUy be thought to originate in indif* 
ference to the peculiarities of our national esta- 
blishment. But the bonclusion were palpably 
unjiEst. It is one thing to act with all the ten* 
demess of charitytowards those who differ from 
ourselves on the point of ecclesiastical jurisdic-> 
tion, and it is another to regard that jurisdiction 
as unimportant Here the author would appeal 
to the almost dying charge of a dignitary who 
will not be suspected of indifference to the esta- 
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blished ehurch.*" He strongly exhorted his 
clergy to cultivate the most charitable inter- 
course with their dissenting brethren, and that 
for the purpose of Christian peace and conci- 
liation. 

A striking instance of the blessing vouchsafed 
to the parochial labours of Mr. Beachcroft at 
Blunham, has come to the knowledge of the 
author. ^* In the early part of his residence,^ 
says a friendly coiTespondent, ^^a pair of old 
people of great Bible knowledge, but void, 
apparently, of love to God, gave Mr. Beach-^ 
croft great pain. He laboured night and day 
for them, in sickness and in health, and wa^i 
always with them. Often did they shdt their 
door against him. An old inhabitant, a farmer, 
used to say, ^Pray,sir, don^t goto them; they will 
never turn !^ But Mr, Beachcroft reaped his 
reward. They went into the workhouse ; became 
quite altered people; their knowledge was turned 
into faith and humility : they died, confesdng 
nothing but the cross of Christ for salvation ; 
and I have often heard Mr. Beachcroft say, 
when passing their grave his feelings were in- 
describable.'' Never, then, let the minister 
• The late venerable Archdeacon Daubeney. 
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despair of the recovery of the proudest pharisee 
from the depths of spiritual darkness, and from 
the strongest and bitterest enmity of a carnal 
mind. "With God all things are possible;*^ 
and while, by " the foolishness of preaching,'* 
(such it appears to the man of worldly wisdom,) 
He " saves them that believe,^ He also is pleased 
to add converts to the church by means of the 
private counsel of his faithful ministers. 



g5 
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with this scriptural conviction, he inquired not 
"what course he might pursue with the least pos- 
sible difficulty, or with the smallest measure of 
reproach. He ^^ conferred not with flesh and 
blood :^ consequently he collected his house- 
hold (as before he had done at Tottenham) at 
morning and at evening, in a vestibule well fit- 
ted for the purpose. There he sang with them^ 
praises and thanksgivings to his God ; there he 
expounded to them the words of eternal life ; 
and there he prayed with them to the God and 
Father of all. A holy solemnity appeared to 
overspread the scene ; a deep attention was 
evinced by every one present ; as if the serious-^ 
ness of the master had become, through divine 
grace, influential on the bosom of the family. 
Not even a labourer in his employ was uninvited 
to the domestic altar. More than once has the 
author witnessed what he is here attempting to 
describe ; and to himself it was not only a gra- 
tifying, but he trusts also a profitable attend- 
ance. And, possibly as no doubt it was, that 
the servants might be practically unaffected by 
it, the master might say to them, what St. Paul 
once said to the Ephesians — " I am pure from 
the blood of all men.'' A consolation which 
never can be enjoyed by those who neglect the 
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souls of their children or domestics ; and who, 
in compliance with their own inclinations, or 
with the maxims of a corrupt world, regard 
family prayer,"*^ and family exposition, as works 
of supererogation, if not of rigour and enthusi- 
asm; or who avowedly approve the practice, 
and yet omit it on some such pretence as can 
neither stand the scrutiny of Him who knows 
the heart, nor even satisfy the dictates of their 
own conscience. 

Mr. Beachcroft never omitted the performance 
of this solemn duty out of regard to the taste and 
prejudices of visitors ; and still less as an extin- 
guisher, or even damper, of the cheerfulness of 
the social circle. With him it was a perfect 
axiom, that he who regards devotion as, in 
any sense, " an intruder on his joys,'' is inca- 
pable of that happiness which consists not only 

• The weighty remarks of " the sober Tillotson," upon 
the point should be familiar to every Chrlscian master ; 
namely — "This ('daily prayers to God every morning 
and evening, in our families, and reading some portion 
of the holy Scriptures at those times *) is so necessary to 
keep alive and to maintain a sense of God and religion 
in the minds of men, that, where it is neglected, I do not 
see how any family can in reason be esteemed a family 
of Christians, or indeed to have any religion at all."— iSer- 
mon concerning Family Religion. 
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in the beatific vision, but also in the eternal 
worship of God and of the Lamb. If prayer 
be irksome to us in this world, praise, by a ne- 
cessary consequence, would be wholly unwel- 
come in the next. Death does not change the 
heart. 

Is it asked, ^ What family prayers did Mr, 
Beachcroft generally use?' For a time he adc^ted 
those prepared and published by Mr. Beane; 
and which, though perhaps somewhat wantmg 
in simplicity, are truly sicriptural in their basis, 
as well as deeply impressive in their tone. Yet, 
in the course of a few years, and on his becom- 
ing so familiar with the form^ that he could 
easily repeat it, Mr. Beachcroft gradually laid 
aside the book, and intermingled with its phra<- 
seology such words as the occasion might sug- 
gest, or his devotional feelings might command. 
The very idea of such a deviation from his 
former course may be deemed injudicious by 
some, and presumptuous by others. Whatever, 
in religious matters, assumes an extemporaneous 
aspect is to them a portentous vision. But are 
not their conceptions inaccurate, and their fears 
unfounded ? 

Perhaps, strictly speaking, no prayer is to be 
considered as extemporaneous. The matter of 
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it has long been stored in the bosom of the pious 
worshipper, and its very language is generally 
that which he has heretofore employed. If, 
then, there be any thing extemporaneous in the 
service here supposed, it.must principally regard 
its arrangement and its prevailing spirit. It 
might not unfitly be compared to a petition 
offered to a monarch by one. who is unprotided 
with a form, and who is so familiar with forms 
as to be in no danger, even though he. depart 
from their phraseddgy, of oommitting any im- 
portant error. And essential as, in the author^s 
view, arie devotional forms in the piMic worship 
of the Almighty ; and that in order to preclude 
the sameness, the repetition, and the hesitation^ 
which might else too naturally occur^ especially 
under the unfavourable ^^ frames and feelings ^ 
of the minister; and though the remark may 
sometimes be applicable to domestic worship, 
the prayer which is not read is usually the more 
impressive.* On the whole, it is far from im- 
possible that the spirit Sprayer may accompany 
the use of forms, and may }>e altogether want* 

* It is recorded of Archbishop Seeker, thai;, once using 
memoriter the form of <' Private Baptism of Infants in 
Houses," some btfstander mistook it for a wholly extempora- 
neous effusion, and as such greatly admired it. 
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ing when the fonn is habitually laid aside. 
Grood men have accordingly made use of both 
methods, in their approaches to a throne of 
grace. Such, of late years, was the daily prac- 
tice of Mr. Beachcroft His mind was far too 
liberal to be enslaved to custom; yet far too 
wise to reject it, whenever it might become pro- 
fitable to edification. 

Nevertheless, it was once remarked, that ^^ Mr. 
Beachcroft must be a weak man, since he ad- 
mits of psalm-singing at the time of family- 
prayer.^^ But is there any necessary alliance 
between imbecility of judgment and the prac^ 
tice of domestic psalmody P To reply in the 
affirmative, were almost to question the wisdom 
of the Supreme Being: for has He not coin- 
mended us to ^^ sing praises to his name ;^^ and 
without any restriction relative to time or place ? 
And if this be the only point on which pur 
judgment is impeachable ; even that the walls 
of our habitation echo with the praises of our 
God; that impeachment will shortly yield to 
the plaudit of angelic hosts, and even to the 
gracious approbation of the Lord of all. 

" A perpetual fear and love of his holy name ^ 
was a leading feature in the domestic character 
of Mr. Beachcroft. In him was deeply seated 
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that master principle of action. The servants 
had no occasion to remark, (what in too many 
families is frequently observed with justice,) 
" My master^s prayers are good, but his prac- 
tice is a constant contradiction to them."^ He 
was not only aware how acutely the members 
of a family observe every inconsistency in a 
reUgious master, whether it relate to temper, 
to conversation, or even to look and manner, 
but he remembered also that the eye of God 
was upon him. " Thou, Lord, aeest me^ was 
by grace inscribed upon his bosom. On this 
account he was anxious to exclude from his 
habitation whatever might offend or dishonour 
his divine Master ; and to establish whatever 
might tend to the glory of his great name. 
Like " the sweet Psalmist of Israel,'' he would 
have his household, as well as himself, ^^ walk 
before God with a perfect heart.'' All iitegula-* 
rity and excess were therefore forbidden to his 
domestics, on pain of dismissal from his service. 
Nor were they left at liberty to frequent those 
scenes of pleasure (such as the fair, the race, 
&c.) which are eventually a source of pain. 
Such wise rules were adopted by him as might 
secure regularity of hours, an exact perform? 
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ance of the allotted work, and the improvement 
of time, especially to religious purposes. For 
Mr. Beachcroft carefully supplied them with 
such books as might infcnrm the mind and spi^ 
ritually impress the heart. 

His love to Grod also led him to exclude from 
the domestic scene all such miscalled amuse- 
ments as dissipate the master'^s time, and have a 
direct tendaicy to corrupt the morals of his ser- 
vants. The luxiurious and protracted entertain- 
ment, the ball, the card party, were never wit- 
nessed under his roof. The sensuality and fri- 
volity of the former, and the gambling charac- 
ter of the latter, were with him sufficient rea- 
sons for keeping them at a . distance from his 
habitation. That the card-table is a nursery of 
gambling, he maintained in common with all 
unprejudiced observers. For who will soberly 
deny that, when cards are admitted into the 
parhury they can scarcely be excluded from the 
seroants* haU f Or who can question the fact, 
that servants in many families ^* play,^' and oc- 
casionally lose considerable sums of money? 
Instances have occurred of their gambling to 
that desperate degree as to lose their all ; and 
then their vicious career has too naturally 
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beeh closed by suicide.* On these accounts Mn 
Beachcroft would in no way countenance a pra&- 
tice which must wound his own conscience, and 
make others to oiFend. 

His was the invaluable faculty, the gift of 
divine grace, of accurately discerning between 
real and fictitious happiness. He could pene- 
trate the gay- exterior of such amusements as 
we have just noticed, and discover that essential 
evil which they respectively contain ; such as 
the prodigal expenditure of time ; the dissipa^ 
tion of thought; the elevation of the spirits to 
the ultimate injury of the temper ; the impa- 
tience, the jealousy, the bitter disappointment 
of the card-player ; the exhaustion that follows 
excitement in the votaries of fashionable gaiety ; 
and their consequent inability for a time to 
enter on any rational or useful occupation. 

Mr. Beachcroft was so wholly alienated from 
such mere shadows of enjoyment, that to many 
he might seem entirely to have missed its sub- 
stance. Yet, as appears by the remarks of one 
who was no unfrequent visitor at Blunham, and 

* Such was the untimely end of a youth, who about a 
year ago attended the Bath races; and who had previously 
borne a respectable moral character. The melancholy 
fact appeared in the <' Bath and Cheltenham Gazette.'^ 
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certainly no mean judge, his happiness survived 
his renunciation of '^ the pomps and vanities of 
this world.'' 

The remarks are as follow : " After a visit 
of several weeks at Blunham^ I am much struck 
with the invincible sweetness and cheerfulness 
of Mr. Beachcroft's temper. It is evident that 
€Ul his treasure consists in the favour and ser^- 
vice of his God. It is on this account that no 
neglect, no disappointment, no sickness, ruffles 
him. Happiness and piety are in his view syno- 
nymous. After church, after family prayer, or 
spiritual conversation, his joy seemed redoubled. 
The singleness of his eye was as striking as his 
happiness. There was no thought of selfy but 
simple love to God and man. This made him 
so engaging, so courteous, so tender to the touch 
of sorrow. He never seemed to lose sight of his 
being a pilgrim on earth, and very frequently 
adverted to death, and the Christian's victory 
over death as a blessed theme of meditation and 
discourse. He showed me the spot within the 
communion-rail of his little church, where, he 
said, he hoped to lie ; and this, he added, shall 

be my epitaph.* He hflid the 

happy art of connecting every little blessing (if 

* Vide the last chapter, in which that epitaph occurs. 
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any may be called little) with the love of God ; 
and he was so humble, that no one could offend 
him. I knew not which most to admire, his 
ministerial devotedness, or his personal eminence 
in the fruits of the Spirit. Dated May, 1816. 
Memoranda.^ 

A strict regard for the spiritualities of the 
Christian sabbath was not less discernible in the 
domestic conduct of Mr. Beachcroft. He not 
only made such arrangements as might prevent 
its positive profanation, but such also as through 
divine grace might insure its profitable observ- 
ant. * Newspapers were then excludedi be- 

.• We would here put it to the candid consideration of 
the reader, if those who print and circulate our Sunday 
newspapers are not likely to suffer in their morals by 
such an occupation ? Can they fear God, while violating 
his (fourth) commandment; and if they fear not God, 
will they be disposed to " honour the king ?" Let a lead- 
ing Sunday journal be still emblazoned with that motto, 
which implies that its editor performs both these monien- 
tous duties, still it behoves all (especially the ministers 
of God) to pause and prove the fact before they admit 
the presumption. And may not the present awful growth 
of infidelity be connected with the pot house perusal of 
such Sunday newspapers ? Are not thousands in the me- 
ti-opolis thus (to say the least) unprofitably employed in 
the very hour of divine service ? 
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cause their contents were likely to secularize the 
thoughts, and to shut out the pleasures that re- 
sult from communion with God. All unneces- 
sary work was also suspended in his household; 
no secular orders (a fearful ' let and hindrance * 
to Sabbath occupations) were then given to his 
servants ; nor was meat dressed upon the Lord^s 
day, for himself or any member of his family. 
However rigid the regulation might appear \x> 
others, to the man of sober thought its imports 
ance may easily be demonstrated. First, be- 
cause religion, considered as a rule of life and a 
source of consolation, is as necessary to servants 
as to masters. This point, when denied on spi- 
ritual, is sometimes readily conceded on political 
accounts. And how can servants be expected 
to acquire religious principle, if (which too fre- 
quently occurs) detained from church by those 
labours which are chiefly subservient to the gra- 
tification of the master's appetite ? Yet in how 
many of our splendid mansions is the temporal 
comfort of the latter thus recklessly preferred 
to the eternal welfare of the former ? In the 
metropolis the sin is dominant, and is still appa- 
rent in those ' high places ' of our land, where 
the light of vital Christianity should be espe^ 
cially concentrated and displayed ;— as if the 
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^^ world without souls," so happily imagined by 
an author of Christian notoriety, * were realized 
in our fashionable circles, servants are so much 
occupied in preparing or waiting at the Sunday 
dinner, that (as the Bishop of London has 
shown with such seasonable boldness in his late 
^^ Pastoral Letter ") to them the blessings of 
the day are almost inevitably lost — ^a sin to be 
fearfully accounted for to ^^ the Judge of all the 
earth.^ How far honesty can prevail where 
piety is thus excluded, let the master^s expe- 
rience decide. Very memorable, though home-^ 
ly, were the words of the American reformer, "f* 
*^ I would not trust an habitual Sabbath« 
breaker the length of his nose.'' J 

Mr. Beachcroft's example gave weight to his 
domestic exhortations relative to the devout ob- 
servance of the Lord's day. Did he then direct 
his servants to " search the Scriptures ?" The 
sacred volume was in his hands. — Did he then 

• Rev. J. W. Cunningham, vicar of Harrow. 

f Washington. 

I Should the reader wish to see' the nature of the 
Christian Sahbath lucidly explained, and its obligations 
powerfully enforced, let him read a little volume of Ser- 
mons upon the subject, recently published by the Rev. 
Daniel Wilson. 
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advise them to " talk of all God's wondrous* 
works ?" His own conversation was such as might 
minister grace to his hearers. Not abruptly nor 
by force, but naturally, discreetly, charitably, 
would he rise to divine subjects, especially to 
** the love of Christ," and glance at the peace 
and consolation which frequent the Christian 
bosom. Or did he counsel his domestics to 
devote to prayer and meditation a due portion 
of the Sabbath? Mr. Beachcroft, for those 
blessed purposes, was then known to enter into 
his own closet. How great is the importance 
of a mastery's example to his household, the 
following fact (as stated by Bishop Home *) is 
well calculated to prove. A gentleman once 
visited his servant, when lying in a condemned 
cell, and asked him, *^ Had you no fear of death, 
which the laws of your country inflict upon the 
crime.?'' (alluding to that he had committed;) 
when the servant instantly returned this cutting 
answer, and that with immediate reference to 
the blasphemous conversation of his master, 
" You had removed my greatest terror ; why 
should I fear the less ?"' 
When so opposite to " the course of this 

• Vide Sermon on Psalm xxxiv« 11. 
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world" was Mr. Beachcroft's mode of observing 
the Lord's day, did he thereby inflict a pen- 
ance either on himself or his domestics? He 
did so in the opinion of those who are dead to 
the spiritual advantages and pleasures of the 
day of rest. To them it is so insupportably 
dull, and insufferably gloomy, that they resort 
to visiting, to feasting, to worldly conversa- 
tion and employment, in order to endure the 
season. But with Mr. Beachcroft, sabbath 
pleasures emanated from sabbath occupations. 
An air of religious cheerfulness appeared to be 
conununicated to his household, as if they had 
been taught by his example to call the Sab- 
bath a delight ! As a man he was still duly in- 
terested in earthly things. As a Christian he 
was intent on heavenly. 

And when the Sabbath was past, he did 
not (to use the expression of the witty South) 
carefuDy lay by his religion as a Sunday coat, till 
the next Sabbath should arrive. He carried the 
spirit of religion through the whole week. Were 
his affections excited ? God was their supreme 
centre. Of self he very rarely spoke, and for 
self, we venture to add, he yet more rarely 
acted. In the midst of comparative abundance 
he was strictly temperate, his Wealth was evi* 

H 
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denced by beneficence, and not by luxurious in* 
dulgence and vain display. 

In what spirit did Mr. Beachcroft act towards 
the several members of his family ? Children 
he had not; a circumstance which proved a 
considerable trial of his faith, as he was intense- 
ly fond of them. ^^ If,^ said he on one occa- 
sion, ^^ I had children, I fear I should love them 
too much?" Hence he argued that Grod had 
mercifully withheld them. And though children 
have been beautifully described as ^^ a goldeu 
link^' between their parents, Mr. Beachcroft's 
conjugal affection needed not its mighty aid. 
During the severe and protracted illness which 
afflicted the partner of his days, his deep 
and Christian sympathy, his attendance in her 
sick room, and the tone of his correspondence 
respecting her, might prove him a most affec- 
tionate husband; and one whose love was 
formed, with whatever human imperfection, af- 
ter the model of his Lord and Saviour's. (Ephes. 

V. 26.) 

In imitation of the same example did Mr. 
Beachcroft uniformly act towards his aged and 
venerable mother. Of the respect with which he 
treated her, and of the affection with which he 
studied her temporal and eternal welfare, of his 
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little as well as great attentions to one so dear to 
him, of his anxiety respecting her health, of his 
unceasing prayers in her behalf ; in short, of the 
solidity and lustre of his filial virtue, it were 
not easy to speak in exaggerated terms. That 
virtue will more distinctly appear in his ktat 
correspondence with his mother, which will be 
inkrted in a future chapter. 

To a friend he writes concerning h^r: ^^ Such 
parents as we possess are not given to many.*" 
Blunham, April 8, 1820. 

And she thus addressed Mr. Beachcroft in 
the year 1819 : — ^^ When you arrived at man- 
hood, you led me on toward heaven, .... and 
you never gave me a moment's uneasiness by 
yoior conduct.^' 

His uniform kindness to his servants bespoke 
his halntnal remembrance of that Master who 
is in heaven. Their comfort, temporal and spiri- 
tual, was an object of his anxious thought ; 
their services were generously recompensed, 
their faults calmly and tenderly, and at the 
same time, firmly reproved. He so blended 
condescension with dignity, and kindness with 
authority, as to furnish a bright example to 
every master of a household. How much the 
credit of religion is injured by an opposite de^ 

H 2 
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portment, (especially in' the ministers of Christ,) 
those only can conceive, who have witnessed its 
unhappy impression on the minds of servants. 

TVlien such was the conduct of Mr. Beach- 
croft in the family circle, it can be no matter of 
surprise that his abode was not unfrequented 
by the wise and pious. Not that he repelled 
others. Even they admired his benevolence 
and confessed his cheerfulness. His spirits be- 
ing naturally good, his manners engaging, and 
his mind playful, his presence was generally, and 
to a high degree, attractive. A chastised spor- 
tiveness of conversation, allied as it was to 
much interesting anecdote, made him a delight- 
ful companion to young persons in particular. 
Those who were domesticated with Mr. Beach- 
croft would scarcely be unwilling to apply to 
him the language of the bard of Paradise : — 

^* How chaiming is divine philosophy 1 
Not harsh and crabbed, as dull fools suppose, 

But 

.... a perpetual feast of nectar'd sweets^ 
Where no crude surfeit reigns," 
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CHAPTER X- 

His retirement in the closet — His Diary and 

Correspondence. 

When a piece of machinery has been contem- 
plated in its principal parts and operations, the 
laboratory where it was produced mu£it prove 
an interesting object, and a matter of laudable 
curiosity* Of what materials it was composed, 
in what manner they were united, and on what 
principle they act, are questions which will then 
occur to a reflecting mind. Even so, having re- 
garded Mr. Beachcroft as a preacher, a parish 
priest, and also as the master of a family, we may 
next naturally ask. Whence sprung his fidelity 
and zeal in each of the above departments ? In 
what way were they maintained ? What was he 
in the closet ? 

We are aware of the difficulty of replying, to 

h3 
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the latter question. Strictly^ speaking, none 
but Mr. Beachcroft himself could answer it in 
all respects. He only could declare with cer- 
tainty, what was his employment, and what 
more especially were his thoughts, when he re- 
tired into his own study. Nevertheless the au- 
thor was so well acquainted with his habits, and 
enjoyed such close intimacy with his deceased 
friend, that he may venture to speak even of the 
secret movements of his devoted spirit. 

Mr. Beachcroft in the retirement of the closet 
had immediately in view two very momentous 
objects: namely, the improvement of his mind 
by study, and the purification of his heart by 
prayer. He pursued the former by devoting to 
general literature a certain, though in truth a 
very limited, portion of his time. Desirous to 
preserve, and even augment, his classical attain- 
ments, as of no unimportant use in the province 
of theology, he still felt the comparative insig- 
nificance of studies that terminate in death. 
He could enter into the dying sentiments of the 
preeminently learned Selden ; namely, " at 
this hour I desire to know nothing save Jesus 
Christ, and Him crucified.^ Mr. Beachcroft 
knew how to subordinate classical to scriptural 
pursuits. The Bible (to borrow the language 
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of' our tocient honiilies) ^^ was much in his 
hand, much in his eyes, and much in his heart*^ 
also. Not exclUsiyely however, since almost to 
the cloto of life he explcnred with interest and 
satisfaction the works of our most approved 
divines. His mind was familiar with their sen- 
timents, in proportion as they were sound and 
spiritual. 

We subjoin his private observations on a vo- 
lume of the above description, dated Feb. 1811. 

" Lady — -, with whom I had been ac- 
quainted for some little time, lent me, among 
other books, ^Mason^s Spiritual Treasury.' 
In my boyish days I had read * Sturm's Reflec- 
tions for every Day in the Year,' .... But I 
wanted stronger nourishment for the soul, with 
which to begin each day, and in ' Mason's 
Treasury' I found that food which fully satis- 
fied me. Some few of the expressions may be 
a little cosirse, and might possibly offend the 
too delicate inquirer. But when the sacred 
fruit has thus fallen into the dust, take off the 
outward coat, pare it, and it will be found 
ample to repay you by its sweets. At other 
times, the language, the style, the sentiment, is 
forcible indeed. The apple of gold has its 
net-work of silver. Nothing can be more spiri- 
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tual, or more likely to produce conviction. So 
much pleased was I with the book, that the onlj 
difficulty with me was to refrain from reading 
more than the portion allotted to each day. In 
February, indeed, I had a double repast ; for 
the January Reflections not having been pe-^ 
rused, I added the corresponding day of the 
month to my otherwise single paper ; and drew 
a copious stream from this refreshing fountain. 
May I profit by such an additional mean of 
grace 1 May my treasure be in heaven, and 
there may my heart be also ! May the pearl of 
great price be mine, and may I be rich in all 
spiritual wisdom and knowledge !^ — R.P. B. 

Yet, however charmed or edified by the 
works of the Christian theologian, Mr. Beach- 
croft suffered them not to come into any compe- 
tition whatever with the word of God. He 
" searched the Scriptures.*" "What is truth .^"^ 
he asked, with the oracles of truth before him; 
" To the law and to the testimony," was with 
him an inviolable maxim. Accordingly when 
corresponding, a few years since, with his me* 
morialist, he expressed himself to the following 
effect : — " On all difficult points in divinity I 
must ever be allowed to form my own judg^ 
ment : here I cannot yield to men fallible as my* 
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self.*" His private opinions bore that resem- 
blance to his public professions which results 
from genuine sincerity. For in his address to 
young persons, " after confirmation,^ he thus 
emphatically spoke.* *' If, then, the Scriptures 
be the infallible word of God, .... by which 
we shall, every one of us, be judged, who would 
not wish to be intimately acquainted with their 
contents ? Can parents be too anxious ? Can in- 
structors, can ministers of religion, be too dili- 
gent ?^ These sentiments may bespeak the 
protestant spirit of Mr. Beachcroft ; for no man 
was more conscientious than himself in paying 
all due respect to ecclesiastical superiors, while 
no man could be more observant of the precepts, 
^^ prove all things, hold fast that which is good."'' 
He was alive to the tremendous danger of sur- 
rendering our judgment to man, where the in- 
terests of eternity are at stake. Therefore, while 
he respected human, he was governed by divine, 
authority. 

Such being the daily exercise of Mr. Beach- 
croft, his mind derived from thence fresh sup- 
plies of light, and health, and vigour. His 
familiarity with the sacred text, (a familiaritv 

• Vide Beachcroft's Sermons, vol. ii. p. 313. 

H 5 
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which is renuurkably apparent in his printed 
sermons,) together with his dear and enlarged 
conception of their import, was the result of 
Biudying the Bible, He proved, as all who make 
the same eiqperiment will prove, how utterly 
unfounded is the idea that the Bible is too dif- 
ficult a book to be read by the generality of 
men ; and that its yeiy mysteriousness naturally 
leads them into error. Mr. Beachcroft had 
honestly adopted the sentiments of the immortal 
Chillingworth,* — ^** When you say that utft- 
learned and ignorant men cannot understand 
Scripture, I would desire you to come out of 
the doud and tell us what you mean ; whether 
that they cannot understand all Scripture, or 
that they cannot understand any Scripture, or 
that they cannot understand so much as is sufB- 
dent for thdr direction to heaven. If the Jirst, 
I believe the learned are in the same case. If 
the second, every man'^s experience will confute 
you ; for who is there that is not capable of a 
suffident understanding of the story, the pre- 
cepts, the promises, the threats, of the gospel ? 
If the third, that they may understand some* 
thing, but not enough for their salvation, I ask 
you first, why then doth St Paul say to Timo^ 
• " Religion of Protestants," folio, p. 88. 
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thyj that the Scriptures are able to make him 
wise unto salvation? Why doth St. Atistin 
say, ^^ Ea quae manifests posita sunt in sacris 
Scripturis, onmia continent quce pertinent ad 
jidem^ moresque vivendi.'^ While the views of 
Mr. Beachcroft strictly coincided with the fore- 
going, his contemplations in the closet aided his 
expositions in the church, and stamped upon 
his every discourse a character of sound, vital, 
and occasionally of experimental, piety. Be- 
ing himself thus ^^ taught of Grod," he went 
forth with increasing ability to teach his peo- 
ple. 

We say, ^* being taught of God ;" for in the 
case before us, prayer went hand in hand with 
meditation on the sacred volume. Mr. Beachcroft 
had learned, in the school of his heavenly Mas- 
ter, that we are not " sufficient of ourselves to 
think any thing as of ourselves^ but that our 
stiffidency is of God."* His, therefore, was the 
humble, the earnest supplication of the Psalmist, 
" Open Thou mine eyes !'' " Incline my heart 
unto Thy testimonies !^ f He looked to the 
Spirit of God as the only infallible interpreter 
of what he had Himself indited ; and implored 
his Almighty aid for his flock, as well as 
• 2 Cor. iii. 5. f Psalm cxix. 
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for himself, in the spirit of the follovt^ing 
petition.* 

** Divin Esprit, vous qui d'un charbon de feu 
purifiates les l^vres du prophete ; et les fites 
servir d^organe k votre adorable parole, purifiez 
ma langue, et faites que je puisse dignement 
remplir le saint ministire que vous m'avez con-* 
fie. Eloignez de moi tout ce qui n'^est pas de 
vous. Ne m'^inspirez point d'autres pens^es que 
celles qui sontpropres a toucher, k persuader, a 
convertir. Donnez moi, comme a Fapotre des na* 
tions,non pasune^loquencevainequi n'a pour but 
que de con tenter la curiosity des hommes, mais 
une eloquence Chr^tienne, qui tirant toute sa 
force de votre Evangile, a la force de remuer les 
consciences, de sanctifier les ames, de gagner 
les pecheurs, et de les soumettre a Tcmpire de 
votre loi. Preparez les esprits de mes auditeurs 
k recevoir les saintes lumi^res qu'il vous plaira 
de me communiquer; et comme en leur parlant 
je ne dois point avoir d'autre vue que leur salut, 
faites quails mVcoutent avec un desir sincere 
de ce salut eternal que je leur pr^che ; puisque 
c'est Tessentielle disposition k toutes les graces 
quails doivent attendre de vous. Cest ce que 

* By the learned and pious Fourduloue, 
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je VOU8 demande^ Seigneur, par riotercession, 
&c. Sec." 

What was his secret dependence on the sue-, 
cour of divine grace, may also be collected from 
the following extract.* 

" He (God) will prepare the soil ; He will 
break up the fallow ground ; He will command 
the sun to shine, and the gentle dew to fall; 
He . , . . will make the wilderness like Eden, and 
the desert like the garden of the Lord ; so that, 
instead of the thorn shall come up the fir-tree, 
and instead of the briar shall come up the myr- 
tle-tree." 

These reviving thoughts were so devoutly 
cherished in his retirement, that he could not 
but feel their force in his public ministrations. 
The sermon that edified from the pulpit had, 
in the spirit of prayer, been planned and di- 
gested in the closet. So intent was Mr. Beach- 
croft on deliberately giving himself to his sub- 
ject, before he publicly discussed it, that he 
generally chose his text, and formed a slight 
outline of his sermon, on the Sunday evening, 
and completed it on the Tuesday following. It 
was a favourite remark of his, " I will not offer 

♦ Sermons, vol. ii. p. 192. 
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to the Lord that which has cost me nought.'" 
So scrupulously did he observe the rule, that 
he would not venture on an exposition of any 
part of Scripture in his family, without having 
duly considered it on the preceding evening. 

The same spirit of devout preparation for the 
pulpit may be traced in the subjoined passage, 
extracted from the fifteenth volume of the 
" Christian Observer,'* and signed R. P. B. 

** I have been much struck with the very ca- 
tegorical, and somewhat flippant manner, in 
which some young divines in the present day 
bring forward their views of the most mysteri- 
ous and difficult points of religious doctrine. 
They ought to read, and meditate, and pray, 
before they preach^ They speak as veterans be- 
fore they have experienced the hardships of a 
single campaign. When discussing such sub- 
jects, what holy caution was used by our Hook- 
ers, Halls, Leightons, Beveridges — ^those burn- 
ing and shining lights ! Their writings, how 
deeply doctrinal ; yet how alive do they always 
seem to the obligations of every moral duty ! 
May we follow them as they followed Christ !" 

Yet we shall very inadequately estimate the 
closet occupations of Mr. Beachcroft, if we ima- 
gine that his only object was faithfulness and 
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efBciency as a minister : he was not less anxious 
respecting his character as a man. To adorn 
the doctrine which he preached, and to honour 
with the life that Redeemer whom he exalted 
with his tongue, was, in his view, a paramount 
attainment. Without it the eloquence of the 
preacher were an empty sound; his most spi- 
ritual injunctions an insult to the understanding 
of his hearers; and his loudest warnings that 
daring mockery of God which must one day be 
fearfully accounted for. Mr. Beachcroft was 
therefore familiar with the devotional sentiment 
of David, " If I regard iniquity in my heart, 
ihe Lord will not hear me.*^"*^ His was the peti- 
tion of the Psalmist, ^^ Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me r 
He only who knows its secrets can tell how 
frequently and how fervently Mr. Beachcroft 
besought his God to cleanse the thoughts of his 
heart by the inspiration of his Holy Spirit. In 
all his spiritual combats prayer was his strength 
and his defence ; in sorrow he called upon the 
Lord till he was heard and comforted ; and the 
more he experienced the joys of communion 

• See an admirable Discourse, by Witherspoon, on this 
verse. 
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with God, the more he sought and valued its 
consecrated scene. 

Deeply and indelibly impressed upon the au- 
thor's memory is an observation once made to 
him by Mr. Beachcroft on the happiness which 
results from prayer, ^^li^ said he, "at any 
time my spirits fail, I immediately have recourse 
to prayer, and thus they are mercifully re^ 
stored.^ His words are, of course, to be under* 
stood in a general sense. As a member of the 
church militant, he knew what it is to mourn, 
as well as to rejoice in spirit. Yet, in the most 
distressing seasons of the soul, prayer for the 
aU-sufficient grace of the Divine Comforter 
usually succeeded in turning his sorrow into 
joy. Could " the man of business,^ who pre- 
tends that he has no time for devotional exer« 
cises, have witnessed their happy influence in 
the case before us, he would not so easily dis* 
miss their claims on an immortal spirit. Then 
might he have learned the lesson once taught 
by the lips of Barrow : '• What business is so 
important as that of our eternal salvation ? and 
if time be valuable, eternity^ which compriehends 
all time, is infinitely more so." As Hannah 
More has admirably said, " We must find time 
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to die, and therefore should find time to pray r 
a maxim, the force of which was habitually felt 
by Mr. Beachcroft ; and which ought to be the 
*' golden rule ^ of every overseer and shepherd 
of the flock of Christ. The hireling and the 
mere formalist never enter their closet for the 
purpose of genuine devotion. Their walls may 
testify to their taste, their literature, their re- 
search^ and the intensity of their classic ardour, 
but not to their thirst after God in the spiritu« 
alities of prayer and meditation ; and to their 
"heart's desire** for the eternal salvation of 
their flocks. Happy, then, is that minister of 
Christ, of whom, as of Mr. Beachcroft, it may 
be truly said— 

'< When one who holds communion with the skies, 
Has filled his urn where these pure waters rise. 
And once more mingles with us meaner things, 
Tis ev*n as if an angel shook his wings. 
Immortal fragrance fills the circuit wide, 
And tells us whence his treasures were supplied.*** 

The Diary of Mr. Beachcroft will throw an 
additional light upon his closet exercises. We 
subjoin extracts from it. 

• Cowper*s "Charity/' vol. i. p. 158. 
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** Besd mj BiUe; fimnd great <xiiiifort in 
the last Tcnes of the lltfa of St Matthew. Be- 
gan a fitde work on < pnyer/ knt me by Lady 
; the pntaee yerj spirituaL I want atten- 
tion and aasistanoe in all idigioas knowledge. 
Company caUed, that made me thankful I did 
not lire either near or with them, to be tempted 
by their idle talk. Lord, give me a true spirit of 
prayer. 

^' 11th. Found some very strong texts in the 
12th of St Matthew, S5, S6, S7; and also 
the 13th chapter — all which it would be well to 

remember. Had a visit from Lady . Lord, 

lead me in the right way ! 

*^ 12th. Stayed at home all day. Read my 
Bible with more than usual attention. Lord, 
make me to understand thy holy word ! 

" 18th. Went twice to church ; but had but 
little power over my thoughts. Taught the 
cliildren. Grant, O Lord, that in teaching 
others, I myself may not be a castaway ! 
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^^ 14th. Stayed at home all day ; read but 
little, but found a great truth, that unless I 
forgive, I cannot look for forgiveness from my 
heavenly Father. 

" 16th. Give me, O Lord, the regenerating 
influence of thy Holy Spirit, and help me to cry 
out with the blind man, ^ Lord, have mercy 
upon me !' 

" 16th. Not very well. Read two chapters 
of St. Matthew, but not with that attention that 
becometh those who read the word of God. 

" 17th. Bead my Bible. ^ Watch, therefore, 
for ye know neither the day nor the hour when 
the Son of man cometh.^ 

^^ 18th. Read my Bible .... Lord, grant that, 
through thy dear Son, I may not receive the 
sentence to be pronounced upon the goats. 

" 19th. Did not read my Bible till night. 
Teach me, O Lord, to give thee the morning of 
each day ; and grant that I may not crucify my 
Saviour afresh by my sins, which are many. 

** 20th. Went to church twice. I want 
power to collect my thoughts. If faith cometh 
by hearing, my faith will fail me, O Lord, with- 
out thy gracious help, to enable me to call home 
my wandering thoughts. 
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" Slst. Learned an Olney hymn : ' Lord 
be the pilot to my shattered bark.^ 

^^ SSnd. Lord, suffer me not to murmur 
against thy will. 

^^ 23rd. Lord, make me thankful for the 
friends thou sendest to my comfort. 

^^ 24th. Had many friends to see me. Lord, 
set a watch over the door of my lips. 

" 25th. Mr. and Mrs. called ; and my 

dear good friend . ^ Judge not, that ye be 

not judged.' 

" 26th. * Lord, I believe, help thou mine un- 
belief.' 

" 28th. Grant, O Lord, that through afflic- 
tions I may be brought unto thee. 

" 29th. Grant, Lord, that I may ask in 
prayer, believing. 

" 30th. Heard a beautiful sermon of Bishop 
Home's on the day read. Lord, soften, I pray 
thee, my hard heart. 

" Feb. 1 Beware of Peter's denial of 

Christ : and ask yourself, ' Whether it is you 
who betray your Master?' 

" 2nd. Lord, increase my faith, 
: " 3rd, Went twice to church. A happy 
day with the children; (meaning the school 
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children.) Lord grant that I may give the 
glory to thee. 

^^ 4th. Grant, O Lord, that I may never 
more deny thee. 

" 6th. Lord, may I never forget thee. 

*^ 7th. Be with me, O Lord, in my going 
out and coming in. 

" 9th. Teach me to esteem others better 
than myself. 

*' 10th. Went to church. * Watch and pray, 
lest ye enter into temptation. The spirit truly is 
ready, but the flesh is weak.^ 

'* 11th. Grant, O Lord, that my faith fail 
not. 

^* 12th. Grant, O Lord, that I may believe 
to my soul^s health. 

^^ 13th. ^ Rebuke me not in thine anger, nor 
chasten me in thy heavy displeasure,- O Lord.** 

" 14th. came to dinner. Blessed is she 

that believeth. 

" 16th. Faith without works is dead. 

^^ 16th. Grant, O Lord, that I may do good 
offices for thy sake. 

** 17th. Make me, O Lord, to walk with 
thee, as thy servant Enoch did» 

^' 18th. ^ Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make 
me clean.^ 
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*' 19th. Grant, Lord, that I may have a 
house not made with hands eternal in the hea- 
vens, the rock of which is Christ 

^^ 20th. Make me, O Lord, to do unto 
others as I should wish they would do unto 
me. 

^^ SI St. Lord, grant that mine may be an 
honest and true heart, that I may receive the 
word with joy, and bring forth fruit widi pa< 
tience. 

^^ SSnd. Lord grant that I maybe one whom 
my Saviour will gracioudy caU his brother. 

'^ S3rd. O Lord, send tajoth labourers into 
thy harvest, and assist them with thy blessed 
Spirit. 

" 24th. Went to church. The Lord was not 
with me in my prayers. Lord, go not far from 
me, lest the. devil persecute and ^y me, and 
there be none to deliver me. 

*^ S5th. Lord, grant that I may sit like Mary* 
at the feet of Jesus, and choose that good part 
which shall not be taken away. 

<< 26th. Take heed, therefore, that the light 
in thee be not darkness. 

" 27th. Lord, let thy presence always be 
with me. 

^^ 28th. Remember that there is nothing co- 
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vered that shall not be revealed, nor hid that 
shall not be known. 

" March 1st. Mr. called. * Pride goeth 

before a fall.** Be clothed with humility. 

" 3rd. Went to church. Thou that teach- 
est others, teachest thou not thyself? 

^^ 4th. Strive to enter in at the strait gate. 

^' 6th. Make me, O Lord, to see the need I 
have of a Saviour, and to put my trust in him. 

^^ 9th. Lord, be merciful to me a sinner ! 

^* 10th. Lord, clothe me with the robe of my 
Saviour^s righteousness. 

*^ 12th. Make me, O Lord, to improve each 
hour before the day of grace is fled. 

<^13th. O Lord, my thoughts are not hid 
from thee. Direct them, therefore, I pray thee. 

<< 16th. Give me, O Lord, that faith which 
worketh by love, thajt by works my faith may 
be made perfect. 

" 17th. Went to church. Lord, I have need 
of strength for the duties of the day, for thou 
knowest how I have fainted. 

'^ 18th. Be thou, O Lord, the physician of 
my sin-sick soul. 

" 19th. Grant, O Lord, that I may lean to 
the cross of Christ for my salvation. 
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** SOth. O Lord, take from me all self-confi* 
dence and self-righteousness. 

'^ SSrd. Make me, Lord, a true Christian 
in deed and in word. 

** S4th. Grant, O Lord, that by hearing, my 
faith may be increased by the influences of thy 
Holy Spirit 

*^ S5th. Let not my soul be sick as well as 
my body. 

** 26th. Grant, O Lord, that I may drink of 
the vine in thy kingdom. 

* 27th. Give me, O Lord, of that s]:»Jitual 
water, that I thirst not. 

" 28th. Lord, I pray thee know me, that I 
have the love of God in me. 

" 29th. Lord, hold thou up my goings in thy 
paths, that my footsteps slip not. 

^* April 6th. Lord, grant that I may believe 
thee to be the resurrection and the life. 

" 7th. Give me, O Lord, a humble, teach- 
able spirit. 

** 8th. Keep me, O Lord, from crucifying 
thee afresh with my afiections and lusts. 

^^ 11th. Lord, sufier me not to take thy name 
in vain. 

^* 12th. Lord, make me to remember my 



KSV. BOBERT POBTEN BBACHCBOFT. 169 

blessed Saviour'^s sufferings, and never to mur- 
mur at the cross which I bear. 

*^ 15th. Teach me, O Lord, to look up to thee 
for support in all things. 

*^ 16th. Suffer me not, O Lord, to have any 
Ghxl beside thee. 

<^ I7th. May thy grace be sufficient for me. 

^^ 18th. Lord, grant that I may give all pos- 
sible honour and glory to thee, the triune God. 

^^ 19th. Lord, give me that peace of mind 
which passeth all understanding. 

^^ SOth. Lord, teach me to bear with the 
faults of others, and to look and consider how 
great my own are. 

^^ 20th. Preached. Lord, give success to all 
thy faithful servants. 

<^ 22d. Make me, O Lord, a branch of the 
true vine. 

<^ SSrd. Shew me, O Lord, what thou wouldst 
have me to do. 

" 24th. Grant, O Lord, that I may place no 
confidence in the flesh. 

<^ 26th. Make me, O Lord, to love thee more 
and more every day. 

" 27th. Subdue, O Lord, the pride of my 
heart. 

Z 
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'' S9th. I l^now, O Lord» that thou wiUest 
not the death of a sinner. 

*^ May Qth. Make me, Q Lord> to bear with 
the infirmities of others. 

^^ 8th. Q Itordf strengthen me in the great 
work of my salvation. 

*^ 9th. Lor<l, take from muie eyes the scales 
of unbelief. 

^^ 10th. Suffer me not, Q Lord, to. persecute 
thee with my sins. 

^^ 13th. Lord, grant that I may seek with 
all diligence that happy country where gin and 
sorrow shall be no more. 

^^ 15th. Lord, grant that I may speak boldly 
when called upon to speak in thy name. 

^^ 17th. Make me, O Lord, to suspect myself 
a hypocrite,, that I may be brought to strict 
examination. 

^^ 19th. Lord, hold thou me up that I may 
not slumber in my devotions. 

'< ^th. Help me, O Lord, to hold com- 
munion with thee. 

^^ S6th. Make me, O Lord, to watch, .... 
lest the devil scatter his tares among the 
wheatu 

^^ S8th. Make me, O Lord, to have a consd^ 
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ence void of offence towards thee and towards 
man. 

" 29th. Lord, grant that I may never do evil 
that good may come. 

" 80th. Should I be called on to testify of 
thee, O Lord, teach me by thy Spirit what to 
utter. 

** June let. Make me, O Lord, to rejoice in 
communion with thy saints on earth. 

** 2d. Lord, let thy word run and be glo- 
rified. 

•* 8rd. Lord, make me to love thy courts. 

" 4th. Give the king thy judgments, O Lord. 

" 6th. Be thou, O Lord, our friend dn earth 
and in heaven." 

Another private paper, written by Mr. Beach- 
crofti^ may not be unacceptable to the reader. 

" Rules to eaamme whether we are in the 

faiths 

"1. Is the world insipid ? 

«2. Sin hateful? 

" 3. The word of God sweet ? 

"4. The saints dear .?> 

" 6. Jesus Christ precious ? 

" 6. Prayer engaging ? 

i2 
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^^ 7. Religion and its ordinances, atti^ctive 
and delightful ? 

" 8. Death welcome r 

We mnst still prolong the chapter, for the 
sake of another document from the pen of Mr 
Beachcroft, found among his private papers : — 

" June 18, 1820. After serent^n yeM«^ per. 
mission to preach, however imperfectly, the 
gospel of God, it is His good pleasure tocbnfine 
me, for a Sabbath, to my ovm house. It was 
the grace of God which first influenced my cor- 
rupt heart to give up myself to the w<irk of the 
ministry; and in any case where success has 
attended my poor labours, that grace must have 
opened the heart of the person benefited, and 
have taught me how to speak. It is my firm 
resolution to devote my remaining strength^ be 
it little or much, to the service of God, and I 
pray Him to teach me in what manner the most 
effectually to exert myself. I see that sickness 
is no time for repentance. Blessed be God that 
I have not altogether delayed the great work 
of salvation. I find submission to the will of 
God, which by nature we all dislike, delightful 
when taught by the Spirit of God. And how 
truly blessed in their acts of obedience must 
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our first parents^ upon this principle^ have been 
before they sinned. Religion must consist in 
love ; love to God, who has loved us in Christ 
Jesus. The great subject of all that delights 
and supports me, when called from every other 
ptittsuit, is the fvimeaa of Christ as a Saviour. 
Equal to all my wants, standing in my place, 
the just ibr the unjust, to bring me to God. 
what . has the believer to fear ? * Q thou of 
little faith, wherefore dost thou doubt P' Let 
me oast all my care upon God, for He hath 
cared^ and doth care, for me. I pray to realize, 
so far as God sees good for me, the joys of hea- 
ven, and to flee from the wrath to come ; to have 
a tender love for the souls ajid bodies of men, 
and to exalt the Saviour even with my dying 
tongue.'' 

To the same effect he once expressed himself 
to the author: — "Now that I am ill and 
can do nothing for Christ, I rejoice to me- 
ditate on all that He has done for me/' So, 
when writing to his dear and venerable mother, 
in February, 1811, he said, — " I never yet 
could find any great difference in situation. I 
seem to carry my own treasure with me in my 
own breast, or rather, to say the whole truth, 
the casket is every day empty, and God most 
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abundaatly fUIs it. I should not thus speak c^ 
myself; . • . • but I wish to ascribe all the glory 
to Him, who has given me every blessiBg." 

We will now dose the diapter with a brief 
reference to his prospect of elevation in the. 
church; and that arising from his intimacy 
with the then head* of the administration, Mr. 
Beachcroft thus wrote upon the subject to a 
valued friend :— 

** March 96, 1824. 

** Mt dsae Sis, 

*^ I can now and then look back and see how 
astonishingly events have been ordered by a 
gracious Providence ; and then I say to myself, 
* Perhaps the publicity, and popularity, and 
high name, which kind friends wish for me, 
(little knowing my infirmities, and only seeing 
the best side,) would have been my ruin/ 

" Very sincerely yours, 

" R. P. Beachcroft." 

This was the language, not of a disappointed 

worldling, but of a meek and lowly Christian^ 

whose hope, whose treasure, wa6 above, and 

who was satisfied with that honour which com- 

eth from God. 

• Lord Goderich, 
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In a word, the closet was to Mr. Beachcroft 
the very palladium of the soul ; insomuch that 
he once remarked with the deepest sincerity to 
the author, ^^ / am never so strong as on my 

kneesJ^ 
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CHAPTER XI. 



His social Character. 



As we have now traced the religious progress 
of Mr. Beachcroft, from the pulpit to the cot- 
tage, fiY>m the cottage to the bosom of his 
family, and from thence to his own closet, we 
may next follow him into society, in order to 
mark his consistency as the result of Christian 
principle and constant communion with -God. 
Here we do not use the word " society" in its 
prevailing acceptation. No expression in the 
English language has been more variously in- 
terpreted, and few have been more injuriously 
applied. Under the term " society" is compre- 
hended every grade of human intercourse, from 
the most elegant even to the most vulgar ; from 
" the communion of saints,'' down to the con- 
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federacy of daring and abandoned sinners. 
" Good society," at one time implies what is 
highly intellectual, and therefore profitable to 
the mind ; at another, what is dissipated, and 
therefore directly calculated to unnerve and in- 
jure it By " good society ^ in places of fashion- 
able resort is intended one continued round of 
dinners, of assemblies, and of balls. With the 
ChrisHanj however, no society is strictly good 
but that which is religious also; or which is 
animated and governed by supreme love to God, 
and whose prevailing object is to do all to his 
glory. 

In such society reason is allowed an ample 
scope and exercise ; learning and science are no 
unwelcome visitors; even wit, when properly 
restricted, is suffered to take its turn. Not 
even politics (that ** apple of discord,'') are con- 
traband, provided they neither engross the con- 
versation, nor jar the temper. Though such 
society delights to dwell principally upon reli- 
gious t(>pics, especially on that which kindled 
the hearts of the disciples, in their journey to 
Emmaus, and though its members rarely sepa- 
rate without opening the sacred volume for their 
mutual edification and refreshment, and without 

16 
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mingling their praises and supplications at a 
throne of grace, still, while thus aigaged, they 
do not banish, but increase, and even perpetuate 
real happiness. In the judgment of those who 
choose to consider it as too serious, such inter- 
course is not devoid of interest, and (contra- 
dictory as it may appear) is occasionally court'* 
ed by such persons. 

Now the " social character*' of Mr. Beaich- 
croft is to be taken in a religious sense. Not 
that he confined himself to circles where the 
spirit of Christianity controls every heart, and 
is more or less perceptible in every remark. 
Convinced, as he truly was, of the immeasurable 
evUs that result from worldly communications, 
and deeply as he felt their tendency to dissipate 
our thoughts, and even to secularize our affec- 
tions, he sometimes, and that on the principle of 
Christian conciliation, accepted an invitation 
from those who had not yet manifested a deci* 
dedly religious character. He made it, as may 
easily be supposed, a condition of such inter- 
course that the conversation should be at least 
decorous. And where the clergyman i^ alike 
serious in profession and in reality, few will 
utter in his ears an indecent or a profane word. 
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And even the most reckless offenders usually 
restrain their tongue when, in compliance with 
the dictates of conscience, he offers them some 
charitable reproof. In such cases they gene- 
rally dread a renewal of the counsel, and there- 
fore wisely refrain from a repetition of the 
offence. 

Rarely as Mr. Beachcroft entered into mixed 
society, and though he never entered it without 
prayer for the strengthening and preserving in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit, still, as he advanced 
in years, he gradually withdrew from it. More- 
over it was his stedfast aim not to gratify him- 
self, but to ^^ impart to his associates some 
spiritual benefit.*" His example was of itself an 
intelligible and impressive lesson. His meek« 
nesS) humility, courtesy, and uncommon suavity 
of temper, could scarcely fail to arrest the at- 
tention of every one present. In him was alike 
manifest that charity which is ready to embrace 
the greatest enemy, and that faith which ele* 
vates the thoughts above this evanescent world. 
It was, therefore, a common observation, '^ He 
is unlike other people.^ Yet those who cen- 
sured his particularity silently did hcHnage to 
his piety. 

To the force of Christian example Mr. 
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Beachcrofit occasionally added spiritual bints 
and obaenrations. True to the exquisite maxim 
of the village priest, he 

*' Allured to brighter worlds and led the way/' 

Such *^ hints and obsenrations" were con-^ 
nected with the present topic of conversation^ 
and sometimes were naturally suggested by it. 
Whatever he said on such occasions came so 
richly perfumed with the sweets of Christian 
charity, that if it failed to profit, it could seU 
dom seriously offend. 

Mr. Beachcroft was once dining with a neigh- 
bour, when a lady present discovered that her 
necklace was broken, and that the pearls, of 
which it had been composed, were rolling on 
the floor. A gentleman had no sooner collected 
them for her, than he pointedly addressed the 
following observation to the company : — " This 
reminds me of the parable of the merchant, who 
was seeking after pearls, and I never could dis« 
cover why, for the sake of one pearl, he parted 
with all the rest.*" Mr. Beachcroft, not less 
promptly than charitably, replied, " Perhaps it 
has not occurred to you, that one pearl is in- 
comparably more precious than all others," 
Whatever was the effect of the rejoinder, its re- 
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ligious point was discovered, and the inquirer 
dropped the subject. And notwithstanding that 
sepulchral silence which follows a spiritual ob- 
servation when submitted to a mixed company ; 
(insomuch, that Hannah More has somewhere 
compared it to a foundling that is disowned by 
every one present ;) it is sometimes objected by 
the world to persons of professed piety, "Well, 
we did expect to hear something religious from 
their lips.*" 

But it is time to notice an opinion prevalent 
in certain quarters, and one that is directly cal- 
culated to discredit Mr. Beachcroft as a minis- 
ter of Jesus Christ. It is this ; that he was 
sometimes betrayed into a certain degree of con- 
formity to worldly men, and therefore enjoyed 
so much of their esteem and admiration. Ac- 
cordingly it has been asked respecting him ? 
" How is it that Mr. Beachcroft contrived to 
please both parties, the worldly and the reli- 
gious }'" That the foregoing animadversions and 
inquiry proceeded from the lips of those who 
were but superficially acquainted with his reli- 
gious character might not unfairly be assumed. 
His vindication, wherever necessary, may be 
found in that devotional spirit, that love to God 
and man, that occasional endurance of reproach 
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for Chrisf s sake, and above all, in that peace 
and consolation by which Mr. Beachcrc^t was 
distinguished, even in his hist illness. A man of 
such Christian graces could not, without great 
injustice, be pronounced, in any sense whatever, 
a man of the world. Moreover, his natural 
charms of manner, c^ conversation and of tem- 
per, increased, as confessedly they were, by the 
attractiveness of Christian charity, gained him 
the regard of those who still rejected and des- 
pised his principles. To know Mr. Beachcroft 
and not in some measure to like him, was perhaps 
impossible. Where his Christian graces might 
oflfend, his natural endowments could scarcely 
fail to please. Thus, without sacrificing prin- 
ciple, he powerfully arrested prejudice; and 
was, therefore, less frequently called on to en- 
counter obloquy and opposition. 

If, however, it be asked, ** was it not by 
some apparent conformity to worldly charac- 
ters ; by some undue, yet undesigned stretch of 
Christian charity in their behalf; or possibly 
by too great delight in their conversation and 
society ; that Mr. Beachcroft was less reproach- 
ed by them than are the generality of faithful 
and devoted ministers ?^ We reply, in candour, 
that although Mr. Beachcroft's danger lay to 
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an unusual extent on the side of compliance 
with the world, and his natural endowments 
were his snare, whenever he was placed in its 
society, yet thus much we confidently affirm ; 
that even when his manners might appear, 
from their very cheerfulness and kindness, to 
lend some sort of countenance to worldly men, 
his pnneiples were stiU diametricaUy op. 
posed to theirs; and his supreme olyfect was 
to ^^ win souW to the Redeemer. Let those 
who discover in the deceased the fault now un- 
der consideration, remember that ^^ he was but 
man iT ai^d whilst they mark his infirmities, be 
sure to imitate bis graces. Let them know also, 
that instead of enjoying the society of those 
who love the world, he once remarked to the au- 
thor, ^^ You know not what a poor creature I 
am whenever I am placed in the society of 
worldly characters; my cheerfulness fails; I 
then fiyrce conversation ; and I am out of my 
element." 

After all, so difficult is the question, ^^ how 
far may a Christian venture to associate with 
his irreligious neighbours,^ that the wise and 
pious, when corresponding on this very point, 
and when expatiating on the danger of intima- 
cy with the men of this world, have left the de- 
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cimm of the matter to the judgmeat and con^ 
science of the inquber. After having pressed' 
the necessity of prayer and self-examihation 
by the rules prescribed to us in Scripture. 
Perhaps the following test may not be altoge- 
ther useless to us, when retiring from the society' 
in question ? " What were my motivea in join- 
ing it ? What has been my conduct and conver-'' 
salion in the midst of it P Have my views of 
Christ been obscured? Has my love to Him 
waxed cold ? Have I confessed Jesus before 
men ? Am I still bent on seeking God in pri* 
vate prayer and meditation; and does my 
spirit still thirst for Him as the hart tUrsteth 
for the water brooks ?^ Some one has well re*^ 
marked with reference to the present point, ^^ If 
worldly society be our cross^ it will not serious- 
ly injure us;*' and why? because in such a 
case we shall not court it, and whenever we 
may be thrown into it, we shall then watch 
and pray against its deadly influence* 

In justice to the memory of Mr. Beachcrc^t, 
we must next notice his intercourse with pious 
men ; since that intercourse might of itself 
prove where his affections and thoughts habi* . 
tually rested. He could truly say, ^^ I am a 
companion of them that fear thee;,'^ and ^'the 
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excellent aie aU my deligbl." When, dierefoj^* 
the voice of Chrifttian society invited him, he 
entered it with ^^ a williBg mind*^ There be 
passed some of his most profitable hours, and 
reaped as exqiuisite rajoyment as human feUow- 
4ship can suj^y. Of such meetings he wrote 
and spoke with more than ordinary interest. 
Nor was ^' the communion of saints^ less dear 
to him because of the transient reproach as« 
sodated with so high an appellation. Witness 
the following correspondence. 



" Blunham, Jan. 14, 1818. 



" My dear 



** My heart quite yearns over your separation 
from us— soon, so soon, to take place. I will not 
say absence, for that I trust will never be. We 
must be united, because we have been led by 
the same merciful hand to the same point of 
union. Yes, my dear friend, we shall bow be^ 
fore the same throne, until, I trust, we shall 
meet before it as glorified spirits. The whole 
of our journey I would leave in the hands of 
Him who is our friend, our brother, and our 
advocate. But I would labour a little in His 
service ; and if you and yours, and I and mine, 
are working for a few years in different com- 
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psitmoits of the same garden, one pruiUBg, one 
grafting, one traimng, another weeding^ how 
delightful will be the close of such a day ; bow 
sweet the oommuning and reafioning together of 
thipgs which have happened ; how doubly in* 
teresting to survey the labour past ; how exhi«. 
larating the Master^s voice, ^call the labourers 
and give them their hire;^ how deeply fauinilia- 
tiQg ; and yet how gratifying, to receive a reward 
purely of grace! We shall meet, I trusf^ on 
earth often yet, if it pleases Him who sweetens 
every meeting. 

^^ Most affectionately yours, 

"R. P. Bkachcboft." 

To another friend he writes : — 

<< Bluubani, Feb. S8, 1816. 
" My deae — — , 

<< May we meet in cheerful piety, 

and love unfeigned, as long bs we are in these 
little earthly tents, . . . .but may the best meeting 
be when the soul having been renewed on earth, 
shall be glorified in heaven, and the body alwitys 
tending to decay on earth, shall rise triumphant 
from the grave. Thus I wish to live, and at 
God^s appointed time, with the same serenity 
and a still brighter hope, to die: I call upon you, 
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as a fellow traveller, to look upwards, to glory 
in the strength promised and in the covenanted 
mercies of a gracious God. 

'^ Yours most truly and affectionately, 

'* R. P. Beachcroft.'' 

To the same, and without a date. 

" Alive, I hope, to every thing which concerns 
the friends I really value, nothing which may 
be likely t6 add to their happiness will ever be 
indifferent to me. Their books, their gaiden, 
their worship, their prc^ess in the journey of 

life, thdir steps towards endless perfection 

all must be interesting. I am such a fanci- 
ful spiritualizer that I rarely see one of these 
animals,'*'' when I am in a contemplative mood, 
without thinking of him who once entered Je- 
rusalem, fulfilling prophecy even by riding on 
an ass. 

^ What a garden of sweet flowers is the holy 
bode of Grod! It makes me more and more 
dainty. The sweets are so pure ; the fragrance 
is so exhilarating; the beauties are so unrival* 
led, rather let me say so divine, that I have 

* Alluding to an ass which his friend was then about 
to ride. 
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less patienee erery day to read other books«. 
I must write, as I delight to converse, on sub- 
jects which thne cannot suhdae. 

" Yours ever sincerely, 

" R. P. Beachceoft." 

To another firiaid on his marriage. 

« Blunbam, June 10, 1822. 
^ Mt dkab Sia, 

** That we wish you and your dear partner 
happy, in the best and most extensive sense of 
the word, you will not, I trust, for a moment 
ikxibt. May you he partakers of that bappi* 
ness which commencing in this world, shall last^ 
when all the dianges and chances, the hin- 
drances and intOTuptions, to which we are now 
subject* shall have passed away. To a religious 
mind theiv is a double portion of happiness 

even ik>w You build your joys on princi-s 

pies which will mUven and refresh, when novel- 
ty shall cease, and every attraction save that of 
a heavenly mind shall have passed away. May 
vou both be blessed in your basket, in your store, 
in that long catalogue of mercies which a grar- 
cious God promises to a willing, faithful and 
obedient people. We, as Christians, know ex- 
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perimentally from whence willingness and faith* 
fulness and obedience flow. 

^^ Ever yours most ajSectionately, 

** R. p. Beachcboft.'' 

To the same: — 

<< Blunham, June 11, 1818. 

" My dear Friend, 
" I do assure you I take a very lively inter- 
est in' your present gratifications.... I call 
yours high gratifications, because any intercourse 
with those who are walking in the faith and 
fear of God, must tend to edification. That 
which terminates on this side the grave, is so 
poor and paltry and worthless, that I often sit 
down and pity such society. May it be your 
portion and mine,^ to be more and more closely 
united to those with whom I trust we shall live 
through all eternity. 

" Yours affectionately, 
" R. P. Beachcroft.^' 



As a specimen of that Christian spirit ia 
which Mr. Beachcroft associated with his reli- 
gious friends, we give the following impromptuj 
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written in the year 1818, at the request of one 
from whom he was about to part, and who had 
emphatically said, '^ / hope we shall meet 
again f* 

^ * Hope that we meet ! ' — through Christ that hope is 

given, 
For tho' we part on eardi, we meet in heaven. 
' Hope that we meet T— -thy goodness, gracious Lord, 
Leads us to huild all hope upon thy word. 
* Hope that we meet 1' — yes, we will stand secure. 
For if thy grace support us to endure 
Pwi, sorrow, conflict, disappointment, grie^ 
Thy presence will administer relief. 
^ Hope tiiat we meet !' — ^let hope take fotth and love. 
And ask a blessing from our God above ; 
Thus let us travel, till we reach that home. 
Thus let us supplicate, ' Thy kingdom come.' " 

None but those who were intimately acquaint- 
ed with Mr. Beachcroft, can correctly estimate 
the sterling value of his friendship. His hand 
wasi ever ready to assist, his mind to counsel, 
his heart to sympathize, in the happiness or af- 
fliction of his friends. The bond by which be 
was united to them was far, far different from 
those in which worldly friendships are included ; 
such as interest, humour, caprice, hospitality. 
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partnership in literature and genius, and even 
fellowship in sin and dissipation. These tiej3 
are brittle and perishable. But Mr. Beachcroft 
was united to his friends by the sacred, the in- 
dissoluble, bond of Christian love. As Jesus had 
loved him, so was he impelled by the Lord^s ex- 
ample, to love them. Never did his friendship 
fail. Thus he practically refuted the favourite 
conclusion of infidelity, that ^^ friendship^* is 
not admitted into the Christian code. And as 
Mr. Beachcroft delighted in his pious, so he 
grieved and yearned over his worldly, friends; 
and wkh all the tact of wisdom and tenderness 
of love, he endeavoured to promote their tran-^ 
sition to a state of .piety and peace. 

A few more extracts from his correspondence 
will further exhibit the character of Mr. Beach- 
croft^'s friendship.— For instance :-- 

'< Blunham, June 29, 1818. 

^ My ]>ear -. — , 

*' . ..... If the air of M suits both 

parents and children, and the same becomes 
more endeared to you by public and private 
ties, we shall go on with our rejoicings, until 
the day when all our little terrestrial churches, 
some on the hill and some in the valley, shall 
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be congregated to form one church eternal in 

the heavens 

" Yours affectionately, 

" R. P. Beachceoft." 

Another to an afflicted friend. 

<< Blunham, Feb. 15, 1821, 

•' My deab — — , 
^^ I lose not a moment in acknowledging your 

sadly painful letter. Painful to the 

friends of your dear uncle, but yet replete with 
solid comfort to the sympathizing soul of a be- 
lieving Christian. Religious principle so totally 
changes the view which we take of death, that 
when the flesh with all its appendages says 
** weep,'^ the spirit upon the wings of faith 
bids us " rejoice." We cannot but feel most 
acutely for the bereavement of our valuable 
friend, but that Grod, who in mercy had united 
him so closely to his partner upon earth, will, 
I doubt not, supply all his need, according to 

the riches which are in Christ Jesus May 

He complete his own work in those who yet re- 
main, until we, through the same atoning blood, 
shall join that blessed company, where there 
shall be neither sorrow nor sighing, and where 
all tears shall be wiped from off all faces 
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and, as the first question with me is, what can 
I do to lessen the sufferings of my friend ? I 
hope that in due time this place will be a sort 
of quiet retreat for him. 

" Your obliged and faithful, 

" R. P. Beachcroft/' 

To another friend on the death of his brother : 
" When the awful moment arrives, where 
shall the sinner look but unto Jesus ? It often 
strikes me very forcibly, when I stand by a sick 
bed and say to myself, ^ Here is a djring fellow- 
sinner ? how could I afford him comfort, if I 
did not myself know the love of Christ?^ it 
passeth knowledge ; and yet I must open, so far 
as I am able, this great subject in all its freeness 
and fulness. Your brother^s case teaches us to 
speak kindly and affectionately, and after bear- 
ing long with our friends (and how long did 
God bear with us !) to say, * Whosoever believeth 
in him shall never perish, but have eternal life.** 

God in rich mercy bless you all ! 

** Affectionately yours, 

" R. P. Beachcroft.'*^ 

To the same : — 
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<<Blunham, Sept. 19^ 1816. 

" My dear , 

" To add one ray of light to the bewildered 
soul, to raise the eye of sorrow to our Saviour 
and our God, to point ... to the gracious Be- 
stower of all good, — these are, I am not afraid 

to call them, the joys of my life There is 

something peculiarly awful and awakening in 
the chamber of death. I have stood and medi- 
tated until I have seemed almost corrected by a 
gentle voice, saying, * Leave these melancholy 
scenes. Christ is risen, and is now at the right 
hand of God — ^look to Him, meditate on his in- 
tercession. Why is He there? — to put up your 
prayers, and to make them acceptable by the 
sweet incense of his own merits. Let the dead 
bury their dead ; pay every tribute of grateful 
respect to the departed ; but go thou and preach 
the kingdom of God.' .... The believer looks 
on death not as he once did. He confesses his 
power, and must feel his smart ; but his sting, 
his poison, is done away. Yes ! blessed be God, 

he knows the antidote He can say, * My 

Lord and my God has conquered, and I too 
shall conquer in His strength.' 

" Your ever affectionate friend, 

'* R. P. Beachcroft.''' 



I 
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Such was Mr. Beachcroft as a member of the 
church militant Few have been more endeared 
than himself to " the excellent of the earth ;'* 
and few more prepared by grace to join the 
communion of *' saints in glory everlasting." 



k2 
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CHAPTER XII. 

His public Ewertions in support of Religious 

Institutions, 

When the minister of Christ is found to have 
been fervent in the sanctuary, diligent in his 
parish, exemplary in the bosom of his family, 
devoutly studious in the closet, and a man of 
charity in all his social communications, it can- 
not surprise us to be informed that he was a 
friend to every benevolent and religious institu- 
tion, to the extent of his leisure, his ability, and 
his pecuniary resources. The latter, like the 
former praise, unquestionably belonged to Mr. 
Beachcroft. He kept in lively recollection 
those objects of Christian beneficence that abound 
in this afflicted world — the blind, the deaf, the 
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corporeally and mentally diseased, the fatherless, 
the widow, and those also who groan under the 
iron yoke of slavery. With yet tenderer pity 
he regarded the millions who walk in Pagan or 
in Jewish darkness ; together with those nomi- 
nal Christians around whom the clouds of igno- 
rance gather with a more appalling aspect. 
Therefore he was a member of those societies 
which appeared to him most important in their 
design, and most efficient in their operation ; 
especially of the venerable '* Society for pro^ 
moting Christian knowledge ;'^ " The Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts;'' " The British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety ^ "The Jews' Society T "The Prayer 
Pook and Homily Society C " The Bristol 
Church of England Tract Society C" and " The 
poor pious Clergy Society ;'' &c. &c. 

As a conscientious member and minister of 
the Church of England, he was at all times 
ready to plead the cause of her elder institutions. 
He had discrimination to see their excellencies, 
^s well as to detect their faults. Were certain 
tracts, issued by the former Society, objectiona- 
ble in point of doctrine ? — he selected others that 
were sound. Was the second Society, in some 
sense, a partaker of the sin of oppressing the 
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unhappy negro?* — he confessed with thankful^ 
ness to God the services of those whom it de- 
puted to *^ preach liberty to the captive, and the 
i^iening of the prison to them that are bound.'' 
Mr* Beachcroft moreover actively distributed 
the publicatioBs of the ^' Religious Tract Soci- 
ety.^ Not unknown to him were the interesting 
anecdote, and the affecting tale, which are so 
happily made by that Society the vehicle of 
religious counsel, and which have proved sig* 
nally instrumental in guiding sinners to the cross. 
Cordially and constantly he supported those 
kindred religious institutions, which are labour* 
ing, ^' in Africa and in the East," for the conver- 
sion of the heathen ; at home and abroad, for the 
recovery of the lost sheep of Israel and Judah ; 
and in dl quarters of the world, for the distri- 
bution of the peerless Liturgy of our established 
church. 

Yet Mr. Beaehcroft regarded another Chris- 
tian institution as still more important and bene- 
ficial — even "The British and Foreign Bible 
Society.^ So far was he from being entrapped 
by any specious arguments in its defence, or 
from inconsiderately yielding to those charms of 

• We allude to the Codrington estate, in the West In- 
dies^ still belonging to the Society. 
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novelty and charity which adorned its front, 
that he first patienUy read the principal pam- 
phlets of the day, both for and against the So- 
ciety ; and then he determined, on conviction, 
not only to aid it with his subscription, but also 
to labour in its cause. From that time he be« 
came one of its efficient secretaries. 

His remarks to a friend, dated ^^ Blunham 
April 10, 1812," are these :— 

**With respect to the Bible Society, I am 
deeply engaged in its service, being the secre* 
tary, on the part of the establishment, of the 
Bedford Auxiliary. I must think the institution 
the very best in this kingdom, because its plan 
is the most simple to attain the greatest good. 
/ have seen every thing which has been written 
for and against the Society^ and would recom- 
mend you to read ^ Dealtry's Vindication ;' 
* Vansittart's Reply;** his * Three Letters;' 
and a passage in ^ Hodgson's Life of Bishop 
Porteus.'* And, above all, attend the general 
meeting at Freemason's Hall. 

" Yours affectionately, 

" R. P. Beachcboft.'' 

* The bishop's words were these : — ** The more he con* 
sidered its object, and the longer experience he had of 
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Of his work as secretary to the "Bedford 
Auxiliary Society," Mr.Beachcroft thus wrote: — 

** It is a delightful office. I never liked any 
thing so much as my employment at Bedford."" 

So in the First Report of that Society, he 
says, — " The eye of the Christian sparkles with 
delight, when he finds that to circulate Grod'*s 
own book, the Bible, larger sums have been 
collected than for any other purpose whatsoever."*' 
Would that we could still aver, what is next 
affirmed in the Report, namely, that' a *' de^ 
lightful unanimity pervades every part of this 
immense fabric. * The British and Foreign 
Bible Society ' is indeed built as a city which is 
at unity in itself.'^ Yet, while we respect the 
motives of those who have of late disturbed that 
*' unanimity," by voting for the exclusion of 
Socinians from the Society in question, and for 

the spirit and principles on which it was conducted, the 
more deeply he was convinced that it merited all the sup- 
port which the Church of England could give it 

None of those secret, dark designs, none of those plots and 
conspiracies to subvert the establishment, which were so 
confidently predicted by a certain set of men, as the in- 
evitable effect of the Society, have yet been discovered in 
it. It is, in fact, much better employed," &c. &c. &c 
p. 213, 14, 15. 
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the introduction of prayer at the commencement 
of ita public meetings, we cannot admit the 
ground on which such resolutions have been 
brought forward. We must, however, confine 
ourselves to the following general remarks; 
namely, it has never yet been proved that to 
allow Socinians to continue members of the So- 
ciety, is in any way whatever to countenance 
their doctrine. Next, by becoming distributors 
pf genuine copies of the Bible, they in fact ad- 
vocate, not their creed, but ours. The anniver- 
sary meetings of the Society are remarkable for 
those Trinitarian addresses which maintain the 
Godhead of the Saviour. As to the supposed 
necessity of commencing such meetings with 
oral prayeTy* the measure has been shown to in- 
volve insuperable difficulties, and at the same 
time not to be essential to the devotional cha- 
racter of the Society — the meeting not being held 
for the purpose of ptiblic worship. That cha- 
racter is still sustained by the devout aspirations 
which appear in its annual reports, and which 
proceed from the bosom of its advocates, not 
only in the family and in the closet, but even in 
the public assembly. 

♦ Vide a pamphlet on the subject, by " SexegtnarmJ^ 

k5 
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We turn from these general remarks on be- 
half of the Society in question, to those manu- 
scripts of Mr» Beachcroft, from which one ex- 
tract has been already made. We will now ven- 
ture on another from the same Report, and pray 
that we may live to see it again justified by fact. 

*^ It was said of wisdom, by the wise king 
Solomon, and we may say it of this Society, 
* her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all 
her paths are peace."^ Pleasantneps arising from 
the purest source, the making others happy 
— ^ peace' springing from the wide and exten- 
sive circulation of the gospel of peace 

The British and Foreign Bible Society, with all 
her friends and aultiliaries, may remind us of 
that sacred tree, under the canojpy of whose 
extended foliage the Indian sits sheltered and 
secure. In the language of the poet, she 

' Spreads her arms 
Branching so broad and long, that in the ground 
The bending twigs take root ; and daughters grow 
About the mother tree, a pillared shade 
High over-arched.* — Milton^s Paradise Lost, Book 9." 

The spirit of prayer pervades the conclusion 
of the Report ; — " Your Committee conclude 
with humbly imploring that strength and assist- 
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ance from above which alone can enable them 
to perform any acceptable service to God, or 
their fellow-Christians. They pray that God^s 
word may run and be glorified ; that < his way 
may be known upon earth, his saving health 
among all nations.^ ^ 

Of the obligation incumbent upon Christians 
universally to circulate the Scriptures^ Mr. 
Beachcroft thus speaks in another Annual Re^ 
port of the same Auxiliary Society: — '*Our 
mariners have traversed seas, and have reached 
those high latitudes in which the pole ceases to 
attract, in which the needle wanders in endless 
variations, and weeks, and days, and hours, are 
mingled in one common night. But where 
shall we find a spot on earth, where sinful man 
does not need a Saviour, and where that Savi- 
our, as revealed in the Bible, is not equal to 
supply all his wants, and to atone for all his 
transgressions P* Where shall we find that spot 
from which spiritual darkness may not be dis- 
pelled, under Gk)d, by the light of Revelation ? 
. . . Our God is everywhere present. Let his 
written word, therefore, have universal circu- 
lation.^ 

Again, on the benefit resulting from its dis" 
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tributiony Mr. Beachcroft thus wisely 
in his Tenth Report : — ** Nor is it our duty to 
speculate upon the beneficial results arising 
from between three and four million copies of 
the word of God ; we would rather take our 
stand upon the truth of that word, and look up 
to Him who gave it, to command a blessiiig. 
*' In the morning sow thy seed, and in the even* 
ing withhold not thy hand,^ Let us do good 
on the most enlarged principle to the bodies 
and souls of men, and then a blessing shall not 
be wanting on our labours.**^ 

** The Society," Mr. Beachcroft remarks in 
another Report, '^ has not a spark of rivalry 
in its composition. It would rather pray to be 
an humble instrument in pulling down the 
strong^holds of sin and error, and in building 
up the temple of the living God.*" 

" Do not," says Mr. Beachcroft, respecting 
the spirit of the institution^ " merely watch 
the progress of civilization, the diffusion of 
knowledge, the distribution of the sacred vo- 
lume, but be yourselves engaged in every labour 
of love. Think nothing done while any thing 
remains undone. True charity meets the wants 
i)f mankind as Rebekah met the servant of Abra- 
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ham at the well's mouth. She says, ^ Drink 
of these waters of life ;'* she hastens to let down 
the pitcher, and runs again to the well to draw 
water.'' 

Of the humility of Mr. Beachcroft, when 
labouring on behalf of the Bible Society, the 
following is a pleasing specimen. Writing to a 
friend he says :^ 

" Blunham, Sept. 26, 1829. 
" I never did any work for our great and 
blessed Lord, but I always found more than an 
abundant recom pence in the communion which 
I humbly trust I had with Him. And this 
sense of his presence keeps us from any undue 
presumption on religious engagements. I own 
I sometimes entertain great fears for those who 
•talk of the * high and lofty One, who inhabit- 
eth eternity, whose name is holy,' in a way so 
familiar as to make me shudder* . • . . Do you 
not think that in those religious characters, on 
whom most dependence is to be placed, you 
always find the greatest reverence for the name, 
the day, the book, the providential dealings, of 
the Lord ? They are no longer servants, it is 
true, but sons, when God puts the Spirit of his 
Son into their hearts ; but a dutiful son has a 
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constant respect for bis father mixed with his 
love. 

" Your'*s affectionately, 

^* R. P. Beachceoft.^ 

In another letter to a friend, (May 15, 1817,) 
Mr. Beachcroft thus beautifully contrasts the 
present and eternal employments of the true 
believer : — 

" We had indeed a heavenly week,'' (refer- 
ing to that in which certain religious societies 
held their annual meetings,) ^^ and yet how 
different will heaven be ! Our services will not 
fatigue us. The glorified body will be a fit 
companion for its spiritual inmate, the soul. 
We shall see the Saviour of whom we now 
q)eak, and in whom we now believe. No tvriU 
ten ward will then be needed, {or his law will 
be our delight, engraven on our hearts. No 
missionaries will be wanted, for there will be 
no heathen to convert, no Jew to Christianize. 
No ^ Prayer-book,' for all will be praise. No 
' Homily,' for we shall be taught of God. No 
outward temple, for the church shall be trium- 
phant ; and the Lamb shall be the light there- 
of. Thus, when all these meetings end, I return 
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home, thankful for the past, hut looking, yes, 
more earnestly than ever, to the future. I see 
that all things, pleasures, comforts, pains, dis- 
appointments, come to an end, but thy 

commandment is exceeding broad. I may 
stretch my desires to heaven, and they will be 
satisfied. Thus, my de^r friend, I preach to 
myself; and I can assure you that in my own 
family psalm, and prayer, and chapter, with 
my poor, dear, sick partner in joy and sorrow, 
I seemed even nearer to my God, than in all 
the hurry and bustles of the anniversary meet- 
ings in London. Each employment has its 
place, and each, I feel, receives a blessing. 

" Affectionately yours, 

" R. P. Beachcroft." 

Of Mr. Beachcroft's genuine attachment to 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, and of 
his devoted labours in its cause,"*^ a fair concep- 
tion may be formed from the foregoing docu- 
ments : — That attachment was as wise as it was 
ardent; for he invariably kept in view the ne- 
cessities of the moral world, the millions that 
are yet destitute of " the light of life,'" and the 

* Of which his subsequent appointment as one of its 
Life Governors was a further evidence. 
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utter impossibility of their being supplied by 
any one existing institution. But did he forsake 
the old Society as soon as he embraced the new? 
On the contrary, he no sooner gave his name 
and support to the Bible Society, than he doubled 
his subscription to the " Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge.'' He was too well con- 
vinced of the scriptural foundation of our 
church, to apprehend its overthrow, or even 
injury, in consequence of its union with dissen- 
ters for the distribution of the sacred volume. 
Such an union, he judged, was at once its 
stability and its ornament. Nor is it a little 
remarkable, that so judged that venerable pre> 
late,* than whom no one has been more strenu- 
ous oi" persevering in pleading the cause of the 
establishment. 

But to Mr. Beachcroft the union in question 
appeared both safe on ecclesiastical, and delight- 
ful upon Christian grounds. Being exempt 
from that narrowness of mind which would 
deny, or even underrate the classical and bibli- 
cal attaiments of those who dissent from the 
establishment, he joyfully anticipated the result 

* Dr. Burgess, the Bishop of Salisbury : vide his Lord- 
ship's Charge to the Clergy of St. David's, delivered in 
1814 or 1815. 
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of the united labours of Episcopalians, Presby* 
terians. Baptists, Independents, Wesleyans, 
and (though last, not least) the very useful 
Society of Friends, in the translation and circu- 
lation of the Scriptures. In this Christian con- 
federacy, Mr. Beachcroft felt persuaded no 
other sacrifice was made but that of unchristian 
prejudices — "prejudices^' which had too long 
formed a wall of separation between those who 
were still spiritually " one in Christ Jesus.^' 

And those who sat with Mr. Beachcroft in 
the committee-room, or occasionally travelled 
with hina as fellow-labourers for the Society, 
will testify that his affection flowed toward his 
Christian brethren, unchecked, undamped by the 
inquiry, " To what communion does he belong ?^ 
Nor did he ever share with them the spiritual 
pleasures of an anniversary, without enjoying a 
foretaste of those higher pleasures that await 
the assembled followers of the Lamb, and in 
which there will be no distinction but that 
which arises from the degree in which we are 
made partakers of the divine nature. 

What were the qualifications of Mr, Beach- 
croft as an advocate of the Bible Society, it is 
not difiicult to determine. His readiness, his 
perspicuity, his zeal, his charity, together with 
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his experience and judgment, are generally con* 
fessed by those who have listened to his ad- 
dresses from the platform. Few speakers, per- 
haps, have been heard with closer attention and 
livelier interest than Mr. Beachcroft. Accord- 
ingly, he was sought after as one who, though 
perhaps not strictly eloquent, did more than 
eloquence alone could effect in support of the 
Society. Not only was he pressed to speak 
for it in the university of Cambridge, but he 
received from Lord Teignmouth and Mr. Wil- 
berforce earnest solicitations to attend an anni- 
versary meeting in Yorkshire; and that be- 
cause (to borrow the observation of the lat- 
ter) ^^ it is a case of extreme importance ; and 
having said this,"" adds Mr. Wilberforce, ^^ I 
am persuaded I shall have said enough to bring 
you to consent, if it be not, humanly speaking, 
out of your power.'' 

To these testimonies may be added one of no 
unimportant character, from the pen, or rather 
from the heart, of the Rev. Dr. Steinkopff, 
who, as a minister of Christ and an advocate of 
the Bible Society, is dear to thousands of our 
countrymen, and to none more dear than to 
the author. Referring to Mr. Beachcroft, (in 
a letter of Dec. 14, 1830,) he says, " What 
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particularly attracted my attention was the sim- 
plicity and purity of bis (Mr. Beachcroft's) 
mind. Far remote from all ostentation and dis- 
play, he was desirous, in his public addresses^ 
to direct the attention of his hearers to the infi- 
nite value of the word of God, to the vast im- 
portance of its universal circulation, and to the 
blessed effects produced by a sincere belief in its 
sacred doctrines, and an implicit obedience to 
its salutary precepts, in the mansion as well as 
in the cottage. Another feature in his charac- 
ter, which I had often occasion to admire, was 
his truly catholic spirit. Sinc^ely and warmly 
attached as he was to the Church of England, 
of which he was a real ornament, he did not con- 
fine his Christian affection within its limits; 
but with generous ardour, his enlarged mind 
embraced ministers and members of other Chris-r 
tian churches and denominations .... I was per- 
mitted to visit him in his own parish; and I still 
recollect with what a high sense of the sacredness 
and importance of the ministerial office his 
bright example inspired my mind. The motto 
of our departed friend appeared to be that of 
John the Baptist : ^ He (Christ) must increase, 
but I must decrease.*^ Of the genuine esteem 
and affectionate regard of those who knew him 
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best in his more immediate sphere of labour, 
I witnessed an affecting proof at the annweT" 
sary meeting of the Bedford Auonliary Bible 
Society in 1829) at which the intelligence of 
his dangerous illness prodicced a sensation^ 
and drew forth feelings of Christian sympathy y 
which have left a deep impression on my 
mind* 

" Farewell, my dear friend ; may we be ena- 
bled by the Spirit of Christ frequently to re- 
member those who have fought a good fight and 
finished their course and kept the faith, that 
stimulated and encouraged by their example, 
we may follow their faith, ^considering the end 
of their conversation.'* 

• " Yours affectionately, 

^' C. F. W. Steinkopff. 
'• To the Rev. T. A. M." 

We may conclude the chapter by remark- 
ing, that having escaped for ever from the din of 
those unhappy controversies which to this day 
are scarcely bushed, Mr. Beachcroft can now 
rejoice in the retrospect of his self-denying la- 
bours, and in the prospect of that glorious day 
when himself and his companions in Christian 
toil shall hear this gladdening testimony from 
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the mouth of converted heathens : ** Thy word 
has quickened me C ^u^d this higher testimony 
from the God and Father of all, ^^ Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant, enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord.*" 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

His declining Health — Last Illness — Happy 
composure of Mind — Dying Testimony^ and 
end. 

The removal of the true Christian from this 
benighted world, in the midst of his years and 
his exertions, is among the most inscrutable 
dispensations of Divine Providence. It defeats 
our brightest expectations, and disappoints our 
fondest hopes ; and, however confidently we may 
argue respecting the ultimate good to be elicited 
from present evil, and however closely we may 
associate the spiritual profit of the believer 
with his temporal afflictions, yea, even while our 
hearts confess, *^ the Lord has done all things 
welV the reason of such trials can be but ill 
understood by man till it shall finally be reveal- 
ed by God. 
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An instance of such mysterious appointments 
appeared in the alarming illness and subsequent 
decease of Mr. Beachcroft. His health, though 
not robust, was generally good; and being a 
man of temperate, and certainly not inactive 
habits, he seemed to have a fair prospect (not 
having yet seen his fiftieth birth-day) of preach- 
ing in old age that Saviour whom he had exalt* 
ed in his youth, and in whose service he inva- 
riably found increasing pleasantness and peace. 
Yet " my thoughts are not your thoughts,^' * 
saith the Lord. Mr. Beachcroft, however, by 
no means coveted an extension of the span of 
temporal existence. Here we appeal to the tes- 
timony of a friend and dignitary of the church, 
who in Feb. 1830, addressed Mrs. Beachcroft 
to the folloMring effect : — 

*' I shall never forget, many years ago, at 

, the reproof Mr. Beachcroft gave me for 

lamenting the flight of time, and the declension 
of youthful vigour ; as if any approach towards 
our latter end was an event to be hailed rather 
with sensible joy, as an approximation to our 
best hope and final blessedness.^ 

Indeed, as early as the year 1817, Mr» 
Beachcroft apparently anticipated, and that 

* Isaiah Iv. 8. 
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with the serenity of faith, a somewhat prema- 
ture decay ; for he said to a much-valued friend, 
*< My voice likewise fails me, my chest refuses 
to bear me out when speaking; and last Monday, 
.... at the Penitentiary meeting, I could hardly 
articulate. I must not lavish my little strength^ 
but I will write and read, and pray and praise, 

whilst I have my being 

** Ever your sincere Friend, 

" R. P. Beachceoft.'' 

What was the nature of that malady, which 
attacked Mr. Beachcroft in June 1829, and in 
what spirit he was enabled to sustain it, may be 
collected from the following letters, written by 
himself, when beginning, as he then thought, to 
regain his wonted health : — 

" To the author : 

" Blunham, July 15, 1829. 

"Mr DEAR Methuen, 

** For the last five weeks it has been my lot 
rather to suflFer than to do the will of God, 
having been upon my bed with a most violent 
bilious fever. My sight was taken away at first, 
and my hearing ; blood flew to the head, and I 
was on the verge of eternity. But I bless God 
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that his Spirit so powerfully applied the riches 
of Christ to my soul, that I enjoyed peace and 
great inward comfort. The ScriptureSy commit- 
ted to memory in the day of healthy were my 
mental food ; for I was allowed no conversa^ 
tion. My good wife did not go to bed for more 
than a month, but applied wet cloths to my 
head night and day. We both had ^^ peace and 
joy in believing." Whether I shall ever see per- 
fectly again he who made the eye best know- 
eth. At present I can read and write but 
poorly. The good Lord bless your household. 

** Ever yours affectionately, 

" R. P. Beachcboft.'" 

To another Friend : — 

" Blunham, July 14, 1829. 
" My deab Feiend, 
" I heard of your kind anxiety for me when 
I was in the midst of my fever. That season 
of a month was a peaceful and a happy season 
to me. I fully thought the next paroxysm in 
mv head would remove my spirit into the pre- 
sence of my Creator ; and an awe, mingled with 
a momentary panic, came over me. But it was 
removed as suddenly by such a full display of 
the riches of Christ, so suitable to all my sins, 

L 
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negligences and infinnitiea, as I never could 
have pictured to myself before I thus needed 
it. Every doubt or difficulty was met by a 
text of Scripture. I seemed in a divine armoury, 

and after I had no one uneasy moment. 

Under a paroxysm of eighteen hours. «•....! 
was really happy. My mind was preserved 
totally free from delirium by 6od'*s blessmg 
upon method. I set myself 8ubjects'--^a psalm, 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, the agony of Christ 
— ^and commonly went to sleep when naming. all 
niy friends singly in prayer to God. My peace 
flowed like a river. The 14th and 15th of St. 

John were great, comforts to me I lived 

by meditation and prayer and praise ; for all 
conversation was forbidden ; and my good wife 
had no helper , night nor day. I can only say, 
^ Acquaint thyself with God, and be at peace 
withhim.^ 

** Ever yours affectioBi^ely, 

" R. P. BeaChcroft. 
^^ P. S. — My eyes recover slowly.^' 

Thus early he "glorified God in the day of 
visitation.'' And, though few could hesitate to 
admit his Christian sincerity, there had never- 
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tfaeless been long allotted to Mr. Beachcroft, as 
formerly to the righteous Job, such a share of 
earthly wealth and temporal prosperity, as 
might possibly give rise to the supposition that 
his happiness principally rested on an earthly 
basis. The general observer might remark, 
^^ When a man has so beautiful a residence, pos- 
sesses so much ability to do good to others, 
and is exempt from personal afflictioDS, no won- 
der that he is a happy being.''^ Doubtless these 
secular ingredients were sufficiently mingled in 
his cup. God had dealt bountifully with him. 
Yet " linqiienda domvs.^ * For in August 
1829, Mr. Beachcroft was directed by his phy- 
sician to visit the sea side, in order to try the 
efficacy of change of air and scenery, more par- 
ticularly of rest and retirement. Had his hap- 
piness been interwoven with the beauties and 
comforts of his residence, or dependent on the 
sweets of health, it must now have materially 
suffered. The heart that is closely bound to 
temporal enjoyments can scarcely part from 
them without a hard struggle, and even an 
agonizing pang. But it was far otherwise with 
Mr. Beachcroft. He had been taught by his 
heavenly Father in whatsoever state he was to 

♦ Or " the house must be forsaken/' 

l2 
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be content therein. When, therefore, he was 
compelled to leave his fair and favourite abode, 
he made no hesitation, and manifested no regret. 
Though about also to part from his venerable 
mother, (whom he was never again permitted to 
behold in this world,) this " son of Abraham,"' 
in the true spirit of a pilgrim who is seeking 
" a heavenly country,^ turned his back on 
Blunham. 

Early in the month of August Mr. Beach- 
croft arrived at Ramsgate, in the hope of de- 
riving on its shores great advantage to his 
health, and of ultimately returning to his flock 
with renewed strength and vigour. Such, in 
Christian submission to the will of God, was the 
object of his earnest supplications. For even then 
he was occupied with preparation for the Blun- 
ham pulpit. The sermons (in notes) then writ- 
ten by him may prove how zealously he was 
bent on turning his bodily afflictions to the spiri- 
tual welfare of his flock. We subioin extracts 
from the notes. 

" St. Luke xvii. 15, 16 — * And one of 
them, when he saw that he was healed, turn- 
ed back, and with a loud voice glorified Grod, 
and fell down at his feet, giving him thanks ; 
and he was a Samaritan.'' 
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" It is not for us, as ministers of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, to speak of ourselves but with 
the deepest humility of mind. But this sub- 
ject leads to miLch self-examination and self- 
demotion on my part. You have all proba^ 
bly had some recovery, some special inter- 
ference of Providence in your lives. Are you, 
are we, let me say, like the one restored Sama- 
ritan, or like the nine thankless Jews? You 
boast your privileges, perhaps your knowledge, 
your health, your nearness to God : but remem- 
ber that the leprosy of sin cleaves to every one 
of us. To receive a cure we must humbly ap- 
proach the Saviour — ' Jesus, Master, have 
mercy on lis.' How simple is the prayer ; how 
speedy is the answer ! As they went to the 
priest they were healed. To the humble Chris- 
tian what a privilege is every mean of grace f 
In trouble he prays ; in joy he sings : here you 
find him at the mercy-seat. Does Satan tempt ? 
— ^he flees to the horns of the altar. Does the 
world try him ? — he knows where victory is to 
be obtained. Does his own heart join in league 
with these enemies ? — still he seeks help from 
above. He falls down on his face at the feet 
of Christ, giving Him thanks. 

'^ Lastly, what should he our conduct on re- 
ceiving a benefit f Praise in public and private ; 
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seeking to know our duty better and to do it 
better; watching every opportunity to serve 
God or OUT neighbour. And let me add, from 
past eoB^perience^ that faith in Christ and an 
humble endeavour to serve Christy can make the 
bed of sickness as happy and as peaceful as the 
best day of health It is no ordinary privilege 
to meditate upon these things^ when the world 
is shut out and the curtain drawn. Then to 
look up to God as a reconciled God ; then to 
see the fulness and suitableness of Jesus 
Christ ; then to be wUUng to live or die 

" Believe me there is not a moment of time 
to lose. You may be called suddenly, in a 
moment. The whole head may be sick, the whole 
heart faint. To have to begin the work then 

is indeed a sad melancholy task, when 

even our worldly concerns are a burden. ' Now, 
then, is the accepted time, now is the day of 
salvation.^ .... a step only divides time from 
eternity .... Live so daily prepared that no 
event shall be sudden. A constant state of 
prayer, meditation and self-dedication, wiU, 
through Christ, effect this desirable end. God 
grant that we may, through our great fore- 
runner, enter into a state of endless praise and 
joy and blessedness."" 

Again, in the season of sickness, and in the 
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view of eternity, Mr. Beachcroft thus expresses 
himself in notes (intended for the Blunham pul- 
pit) upon a Psalm,* " * There is an eye of 
mercy that watches over us.' * Commit thy way 
uiito the Lord and He shall bring it to pass."* 
* Not a sparrow falls, &c.' There is moreover 
some wise reason for the various appointments 
of God, which we see not, nor would it be 
well fdt us to see. We must believe and trust 
and rely upon that hand which guided the pa^ 
tidarchs, and prophets, and will assuredly guide 
us safe to the land of promise. ^ What thou 
knowest not know, thou shalt know hereafter.^ 
Be not faithless, but believipg. Wherefore, 
then, should we fear, though the earth be 
moved. Why art thou cast down, O my soul ? 
Put thy trust in God ; for I will yet fear him.''' 
^^And,'' (says Mr. Beachcroft in his notes on 
Psalm Ixxi. ^^, written about the same period,) 
^' thou hast showed me great and sore troubles^ 
and shalt bring me up again from the depths 
pf die earth. Again permitted to preach, (such, 
it seems, was his expectation.) The wisdom 
and mercy of God in exhorting us to prepare. . . . 

Five virgins. — We close our eyes and ears The 

Lord comes. — ^Now wAere is the oilin the ves-^ 

sel? In my sickness, scripture was every 

• The number and verse are not mentioned. 
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thing. — ^Psalms &c. &c. — The mind calm and 
safe. . . .the fulness of Christ . . . . /n health there 
must be no compromise with sin. — ^Be ye also 
ready. — ^Watch ! — What are your desires and 
pursuits? — Faith in Christ. — The church in 
heaven : no depths of sorrow^ or sin, there ?^ 

Where was his treasure and his hearty may 
also be determined by the following " address,**^ 
written from his sick room. 

" Ramsgate, 1829. 
" Mr DRAE Pabishionebs, 

'^ I am very anxious to address a word of kind 
exhortation to you, if I am not permitted to 
speak to you again in this world. I have 
ministered to you the doctrines of Christianity 
for four and twenty years, and I earnestly de^ 
sire and pray you to stand fast in the faith of 
the gospel of Christ, not forgetting the as- 
sembling of yourselves together in the house of 
God on the Sabbath Day, devoting the whole 
of the Lord'^s Day to his service; bearing 
in mind the words of God himself, ^ Remember 
the Sabbath day to keep it holy.^ 

'^ Be stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord; forasmuch as ye 
know that your labour is not in vain in the 
Lord. Be at peace one with another. 
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" I beg you to thank God ob my behalf; to 
intercede for me in the name of Jesus Christ 
that I &int not in tribulation ; but that the 
peace of Gtxl, which passeth all understanding, 
may enable me to submit my will to His will, 
and to be still, and know that He is God. 
" Fare ye well — Amen !'' 

To his venerable mother, Mr. Beachcroft 
wrote in this filial, this Christian strain. 

" Ramsgate, Aug. 17, 1829. 

" My dear Mother, 
^^ My mind runs back to old times, and but 
for good hopes and clear views of GocTs pro- 
mises for the future, I should be tempted to 
sink a little in spirits. All the inns reminded 
me of our oavalcade forty years ago to Broad- 
stairs. Then it was spring, the early spring, 
with me. One of that party is, I doubt not, 

waiting for tis. May we follow on I 

humbly hope we shall meet again, when the last 
journey shall be ended. Nor do I forget this 
place and its associations twenty-six summers 
ago. Then it was summer, the beginning of 
summer with me. Now it is the middle of au- 
tumn. I have had a shaking of the leaves ; and 
I would so live day by day, even if I have no 

L 5 
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large portioo of future liefllthy as to be leaping 
and bounding over time, and reaching (when 
and how God best knows) a blessed immorta- 
lity. Then the different stages of the journey 
will be but as specks, of consequence indeed, 
because they must be accounted for; but made 
safe by his journey^ who went before usy and 
had not many of our daily comforts. Let our 
prayers and praises now meet continually be- 
fore the throne of grace ; for Grod will hear 
them and, I believe, has heard them throughout 
the whole of our journey. 

** Ever affectionately yours, 

" R. P. Beachcboft.'" 

The spirit of waiting faith, and effectual 
fervent prayer, is also apparent in a letter, which 
he then wrote to a friend. 

'< Ramsgate, Sept 12, 1829. 

" My deae Friend, 
" You kindly ask after my pre- 
sent state, and I honestly say, that I think it is 
to mortal eye very precarious. But we walk 
by faith, not by sight. I believe, if I know my 
own heart at all, that I can leave my case in the 
hands of the great Physician of soul and body. 
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I may be restored to partial health, or I may 
be taken away suddenly. I therefore, without 
the least diminution of my cheerfulness, or a 
gloom being cast over my daily employments 
and duties, look upon each day as possibly my 
last day. If years be added to my life, I earnestly 
wish to take some portion of ministerial work. 
At any rate, if I be not able to resume my ac- 
tive habits, speaking and preaching and visiting 
the sick, yet I hope to subscribe to societies^ 
to be present and privately to counsel my 
friends ; in short, to be on the Lord's side in all 
labours of a devotional or charitable tendency. 
But I can reason from the past to the future. 
The hand of the Lord has been manifested in 
mercy. When at the point of death, as I fully 
expected, Jesus Christ was indeed precious to 
my soul .... I had a momentary pang at leav- 
ing as I thought .... but I had such stores of 
scripture comfort dealt out as it were to me 
like the manna, as I cannot describe .... I 
used to think that I knew every verse in the 
Bible, in which the word peace is to be found. 
It should be known, and I have told it and 
written it to many young friends, that the art 
of repeating large passages of Scripture pre- 
served me from delirium. Had the mind wan- 
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dered it nrnst have gone. I heard of others 
dying raving mad, seized just as I had been. 
I found myself just as the day in the hands of 
the potter ; I believed, that whether I lived or 
died, I was in the Lord's safe keeping. 

" Ever yours affectionately, 

" R. P. Beachcboft." 

In September 18299 Mr. Beachcroft was per- 
mitted by his physicians to leave Ramsgate. 
When near the city of Canterbury, it pleased 
his heavenly Father to inflict another stroke 
upon his ^^ outer man.'*'* He was suddenly de- 
prived of the use of his right side. On his ar- 
rival at the Fountain Inn, he was promptly at- 
tended by a physician, and by means of profuse 
bleeding his disorder was in some degree alle- 
viated. Still it was painfully manifest to all 
around him, that the springsof life were now as 
low as possible. And notwithstanding some 
very kind friends, who themselves resided in 
Canterbury, visited him with all the speed, and 
all the tenderness of sympathy, his situation to 
one so enfeebled and worn down by illness was 
in truth a trying one. His mind also was disa- 
bled by his apoplectic seizure. To aggravate 
his. distress, his aged mother was as incapable of 
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visiting him at Canterbury as he was of reach- 
ing Blunham, the place of her abode. The ten- 
der and indefatigable attentions of the partner 
of his days were then a blessed means of sup- 
.port and consolation. When he was attempting 
to call to mind some passage in the Bible, she 
would seasonably assist him, and thus, as it 
were, press the honeycomb which he was ap- 
parently too weak to reach. 

His faith seemed to increase with his bodily 
and mental trials; so graciously did the Lord 
deal with him. During the three months that 
he passed at Canterbury he impressed all 
who attended him with a sense of his extraor- 
dinary attainments as a Christian man. And, 
even though he talked hicoherently on other 
topics, he could still ap^ak collectedly on stich 
as were religious. His soul appeared to cling 
with unwonted pertinacity to the dearest subject 
of her meditations. It seemed that nothing was 
permitted to separate his thoughts from Christ ; 
or, (as a lady well remarked on the occasion,) 
** though lost to every thing around him, he was 
not lost to his God.'' 

As the last hope of his recovery, Mr. Beach- 
croft was, by medical advice, removed to Bath, 
in October 1829. The God of Jacob was still 
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evidently with him, to enrich him with patience 
and with peace, and to enable him to look to 
Jesus with a growing and realizing faith. The 
consolations which he had so often been priyi- 
leged to convey to others, now flowed to him- 
self *^ from the throne of God and of the Lamb."^ 
On his reaching fiath such means as medical 
skill and incessant kindness could devise were 
perseveringly resorted to : yet no ground was 
gained by the uncomplaining sufferer. Week 
after week, and month after month, elapsed 
without afibrding to his friends any solid hope 
of his recovery. He was generally cojiined to 
a sofa, being so disabled by his attack as to be 
incapable of walking across the room without 
the help of crutches. In that state the author 
occasionally saw him. But, as the circum- 
stances relating to his illness and approaching 
end are too ample to be included in the presait 
chapter, they may more properly appear in the 
succeeding. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Subject contintied. 

The author hopes ever to retain, in fond and 
profitable remembrance, the Christian lessons 
which he received when visiting his afflicted 
friend* Distressing as was the contrast between 
his present and his past circumstances, and 
strict as was the order of the physician, that no 
one should converse with Mr. Beachcroft for 
more than ten minutes at a time, still it was, on 
the whole, a privileged and a gratifying visit. 
His speech was still articulate, and his mind 
collected ; and notwithstanding that feebleness 
of the latter which was the inevitable effect of 
his disorder, he still Entered with interest, and 
also with some degree of animation, on the sub- 
ject nearest to his heart. He spoke of the mer^ 
cif ul design of his heavenly Father in correcting 
him; of the peace that abounded to him in 
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Christ; of the assaults occasionally made on 
him by his great adversary, and of the instant 
succour vouchsafed by his merciful Redeemer. 
Next Mr. Beachcroft shortly but beautifully 
touched upon the benefits of prayer ; observing, 
that he never failed to remember his friends at 
a Throne of Grace; and that he hoped they 
fvould in like manner especially remember him. 
Utterly vain were the attempt to convey an ade- 
quate idea of his prevailing spirituality of mind. 
It was evidently superior to his trials, and im- 
mediately proceeded from his God. No earthly 
scene could more exquisitely show the import of 
the patriarchal sentiment, ^^ underneath are the 
everlasting arms ;^ and scarcely could this lower 
world afford a brighter demonstration of the 
presence cf " the Prince of Peace."^ 

The winter passed away without any material 
change in the symptoms of Mr. Beachcroft^s 
malady. The unrelieved feebleness of his side 
too clearly proved the continued languor of the 
brain. Of this he was so well aware, that with 
reference to it he said, ^^ So severely has my 
head been afflicted, that the wonder is I have 
any understanding left.^ As the spring ad- 
vanced, the heat became too oppressive to admit 
of his continuing at Bath. Accordingly he was 



KEY. ROBERT PORTE N BEACHCROFT. S33 

recommended by his physician to repair to 
Clifton, near Bristol, in order to try the efiPect 
of its pure and invigorating air. 

Before we speak more particularly of his 
change of residence, we will present the reader 
with some further and more touching evidences 
of the Christian character of Mr. Beachcroft. 

Extracts from Letters to his Mother. 

« Bath, Dec. 5, 1829. 

" My dear Mother, 

" I wish you joy and every ble;ssing on your 

eightieth year. My God, our God, the God of 

the patriarchs, be with you ! I must not write 

more.* 

" Yours affectionately, 

" R. P. Beachcroft,'' 

" Bath, Dec. 25, 1829. 

" My dear Mother, 
" I cannot help wishing you and yours every 
blessing and real comfort on this holy day. 
May He, who was bom as on this day, be our 
Saviour in the fullest sense, and we must be 
happy now and for ever. 

" Yours affectionately, 
" R. P. Beachcroft." 

* He was iu fact incapable of doing so. 
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^ Bath, Jan. 13, 1830. 

^ My OSA& HoTHss, 
^All hands must be ocdd this weather, I 
think, whether at Blunham or at Bath; but 
when the heart is warm with affection to those 
we lore, above aD to God who has blessed and 
redeemed us, all must be cheerfully alive. One 
of my oldest, and I believe one of my sincerest 
fiiends is gone — I hope to her rest — the dowager 
Lady — . May we be better fitted every day 
by grace tost endless glory. The sun shall never 
go down, and the stream of blessedness shall 
swell yet more and more. 

** Ever yours affectionately, 



r» 



** R, P. Bkachcboft. 



** Bath, Jan. 27, 1830. 

" My veby dear Mother, 
*^ I thank Gkxl for your amendment. My 
prayers daily, and many times night and day, 
are offered up to a throne of grace for you. 
My dear good wife takes indeed an active part 
for our comfort. She is a host ; and Mary is 
very kind indeed. I quite enjoy her letters. I 
thank God I am a little stronger ; but I vary 
much this cold weather. Indeed my mifid and 
body are kept in perfect peace. Every day I 
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commit the whole of this sickness to the great 
Physician of soul and body. May Grod increase 
your faith and mine, and teach us very humbly 
to depend and trust his mercy, which endureth 
for ever. 

" Ever yours affectionately, 

" R. P. Bbachcboft." 

« Bath, Feb. 6, 1830. 

" My VEBY DEAB MoTHEB, 

" Your little letter was delightful to me ; 
for it spake of that inward peace which the 
world can neither give nor take away. The 
peace of God, my dear mother, will ever be 
yours. This is the evening sunshine. This is 
a glow of joy and delight, never to be lost, and 
it never will. My dear wife cheers me by read- 
ing portions of the Bible every day. We take 
sweet counsel together. You are never out of 
the party; always with us; and we shall, in 
Grod^s good time, aU be together. Remember 
the twenty^third psalwr-^I love to meditate upon 
it. I love that verse in Hebrews, likewise, to 
meditate upon — * Jesics Christ the same yester- 
day, to-day, and for ever."" I am better, cer- 
tainly, thank God, than last week, 

" Most affectionately yours, 

" R. P. Beachcboft." 
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"Bath, Feb. 15, 1830. 

*' My dear Mother, 
*^ A letter is going to Mary from my dear 
wife, who is, I thank Grod, very much recovered. 
Indeed I had a very anxious week ; but it has 
pleased Grod to hear and to answer our prayers. 
You likewise, my dear mother, are, I trust, 
very tolerably well. Your letter was just as I 
should wish to write at eighty, or indeed at my 
age, for it breathed contentment, peace, un- 
shaken faith, and a good hope, which will never 
suffer you to be made ashamed. And so let us 
travel onwards. The journey is coming nearer 
and nearer to its end. ^ Looking unto JesuSy the 
atUhor and finisher of our faith.'* The good 
Lord and Master still be with us. Even to 
* hoary hairs,' says he, ^I am with you.' I 
will pray, may God abundantly bless you, and 
all our dear friends and relations. Do not for- 
get, and may I never forget, the hourly provi- 
dence of God. 

" Ever yours affectionately, 

"R. P. Beachcroft.*" 

" Bath, April 14, 1830. 

" My dear Mother, 
^^ I must send you one grateful line of affec- 
tion upon my birth-day ; that is to reach you 



BEY. ROBERT FORTEN BEACHCROFT. 28? 

on the ITth, when I enter my Jiftieth year. 
God be gracious in time and through eternity. 

" Ever affectionately yours, 

"R. P. Beachcroft/' 

" Bath, April 30, 1830. 

" My dear Mother, 
** I write you one line of affectionate regard 
on this my dear Mariana birth-day. May every 
blessing be hers ! What she is to me in this 
season of trial, I cannot say. May a gracious 
God repay her an hundred fold ; and may we 
dwell together for ever in his presence ! Every 
blessing be yours likewise, my dear mother, 

"Yours affectionately, 

" R. P. Beachcroft.'" 

In June (1880) Mr. Beachcroft addressed 
the children of his village school in the follow- 
ing affectionate note : 

" To the Blunham Schools. 

'< June 9, 1830. 

" My dear Children, 
" I am anxious on your feast-day to wish you 
every blessing. May a good and gracious God 
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be your portion ! My dear children, love one 
another, serve your heavenly Father. I am 
very weak indeed ; but I hope to meet you in 
the kingdom of heaven. / shotUd be nothing 
now unthout the love of God to sinners in Christ 
Jesus. I do not forget one of you, and pray 
that you may be the children of Gk)d thiiough 
faith in Jesus Christ. And now farewell. ~ Be 
stedfast ; be kindly aflPectioned ; live in peace; 
and the God of peace shall be with you. My 
love to every one^ young and oldy in the parish. 

"R. P. Beachckoft." 

For a time his reduced frame in some degree 
revived. He enjoyed the healthful breezes of 
the Clifton downs. Nevertheless he had even 
then such fresh seizures in his head as forbade 
all reasonable hope of his eventual recovery. 
Mr. Beachcroft^s fiiends were apprized of the 
extreme precariousness of his life, and led to ex- 
pect his dissolution, if not from day to day, yet 
assuredly from month to month. Again the au- 
thor saw him. His appearance was considerably 
more morbid than during his residence at Bath. 
Paleness, emaciation, languor, now marked his 
countenance, and spasmodic pains occasionally 
oppressed his frame. His mental powers had 
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also evidently decreased. He spoke indeed col- 
lectedly, but with the slowness of one who ap- 
prehends that the chain of his ideas may sud- 
denly be snapped asunder. 

His words (treasured up by the author in the 
depths of memory) were these — "Ck)d is so 
gracious to me even now, that I am not per- 
mitted to entertain a single doubt of my salva- 
tion. T come, as a sinner, to Christ; but I 
find in Him a present and all-sufficient Saviour.*" 
This he said with a tranquillity which may well 
remind us of the exquisite lines of Sir Walter 
Scott— 

" Some feelings are to mortals given 
With less of earth in them than heaven I'* 

Never did the Christian sunset appear more 
cloudless and inspiring. Never did the Re- 
deemer's love more manifestly sustain a spirit 
burdened with a decaying body. 

To that mighty cause might be ascribed his 
exemption from that irritability of temper which 
almost invariably attends the victims of palsy 
and apoplexy. From that subtile connexion 
which subsists between the mind and the orga- 
nization, the power of spiritual resistance seems 
to be proportionably impaired, and the infirmi- 
ties of the suflerer assume the most pitiable 
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shape. Though they furnish no excuse for the 
fretfiilness or fury of the patient, who lives 
without prayer for the succour of the Holy 
Spirit, still by his succour only can such in- 
firmities be strengthened. How large, then, 
must the effusion of his grace have proved in 
the case before us ; and how beautiful the illus* 
tration of the text,* ^' As thy days, so shaU thy 
strength be !" 

Mr. Beachcroft also remarked, with his own 
tenderness and suavity, to his memorialist — 
^* Just before you entered the room, I had been 
particularly remembering yourself, your wife, 
and children, before the throne of grace; oh ' it is 
a blessed thing to pray to God for one another .^^ 
That interview was as short as it was thrilling. 
Its memory commands a tear which is dried by 
the contemplation of tha state where saints 
shall " weep no more.'' Yet nature pertinaci- 
ously suggests, "this was the very last time 
when the author was permitted to see his in- 
valuable friend and brother.**^ Again, that is 
h) October, he called on Mr. Beachcroft, but 
I^Ht'ived the heart-chilling communication, (such 
^1 xt$» to one whose place of abode was at a 
^^^derable distance from Clifton,) that " the 

• Deut. xxxiii. 25. 
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physician had just left him, and that he must 
see no visitor whatever for the remainder of the 
day.^ That moment ^hed a fresh light on the 
import of the solemn exhortation, ^^ Cease ye 
from man, whose breath is in his nostrils.^ 
' In the course of a short time, or early in 
November 1830, that letter reached the author 
which was no sooner opened than he ^^ sought 
where to weep.^ It told him his friend ^* was 
no more.^ The intelligence, though far from 
unexpected, and though allayed by the divine 
assurance that he was now present with his 
Saviour, was nevertheless that heavy blow 
from which the feelings of nature do not imme- 
diately recover. Such communications prove 
to us how weak is man, and how entirely he 
depends for cotisolation on the grace and mercy 
of his Grod. 

To give a more circumstantial account of the 
last days of Mr. Beachcroft, it was said by one 
who was an eye-witness of his last seizure— ^^At 
one to-day* he had a paralytic stroke on the 
left side. He called me to him and said, ^ I 
shall soon be gone ; I have no righteousness to 
plead but that of my blessed Redeemer. I 
have no wishes. Remember my friends ; take 
• Early in November 18S0. 

M 
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care of my dear mother f spc&e of my dear 
sister and his boys, i. e. his nephews. ^ I am at 
peace with God/ said he^ ^ and at peace with 
all the world ;'•— said no more, and at deven 'fell 
aa sleep ;' and lies now smiling upon all around; 
an evident token of the power of that peace 
which passeth all understanding.^ 

Another correspondait writes to the fcdlowing 
effect:-— 

^ Windsor Terrace, Clifton, Dec. 6, 18S0. 

" My beak Friend*, 
*' The last words we heard dear Mr. Beach- 
croft utter, two days before his death, when he 
was apparently as well as usual, were, (after 
taking my hand with much friendly warmth, 
his countenance being illumined with a sweet 
smile,) * I am glad I have met you, as I long 
to bear to all my friends my testimony to the 
faithfulness and loving-kindness of my Saviour, 
and his tender dealings towards me. He has 
filled my mind with such joy and peace ! I am 
reading a sweet book dear M n recom- 
mended to me. I cannot read more than ten 
minutes at once, or more than a chapter of the 
Scriptures at a time; but then U is quite a 
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fecLst to me for the rest of the day. When the 
disease attacks the other side I am gone; but 
I must wait God^s time. We must not be im- 
patient.' These words were uttered with pecu- 
liar sweetness and emphasis. 

Yours affectionately, 



a 






We next insert the testimony of his pious 
widow. 

<* Clifton, Nov. 1830. 

" My DEAB Friend, 

" I saw to-day, when 

contemplating the last year and a half of the 
life of my dear husband, more of the fulness of 
the gospel invitation than I have ever done. 
' Come unto me. See.** When I think that there 
was not one earthly enjoyment left him ; bereft 
of health, shut out from the church, in which 
it was his glory to preach salvation through 
Jesus Christ ; absent from his dear mother, not 
willingly, but of necessity ; unequal to the joys 
of study ; incapacitated for making known his 
affection for his friends by writing ; incapable 
of conversation from weakness — nothing left but 
to look to God for that rest which he had pro- 
mised ; always at peace, rejoicing in tribulation, 

M 2 
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full of good works, (for only an hour before he 

died he sent to Miss R a donation for the 

Newfoundland schools ;) alive to every want in 
his parish ; prepared all the Christmas clothing 
for the poor — ^prizes for the school children — 
all sent down in readiness ; and in the midst of 
all this, a constant sufferer in his body. His 
words were, * Tell me what you wish, and I am 
ready to take, or suffer, what you think right.** 
When powerfully assaulted by the devil, and so 
weak through sickness, that it would seem the 
arrows of persecution pierced his soul, / had 
only to apeak of his Savioue, and he was happy. 
What a blessing that I could lift up the cross 
for him to look to. My dear friends, if we did 
but know what God is, as a present help, what 
a Savioub is, who has taken away the sting of 
death, could we let a child ^ perish for lack of 
knowledge?' .... I believe none of you were 
forgotten by him at a throne of grace daily ; 
and if departed friends are made ministers of 
good to those on earth, may he still be made 
that to us! 

" Yours affectionately, 

" M. B." 

From the suddenness of his last seizure, and 
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the short space subsequently allotted to him in 
this ^orld, much was lost to those who from 
time to time were admitted into the sick cham- 
ber of Mr. Beachcroft. Had he lingered day 
by day, and been permitted to retain the powers 
of his enlightened mind, doubtless his pallid 
lips would have dropped, as the honey-comb, 
some wise and precious sayings. Much could 
he have spoken from his own recent experience, 
of the astonishing efficacy of grace, and the sus- 
taining hope of glory. The exhortations of the 
dying saint might have gone home to many 
a bosom ; and though unusually '^ weak^ in 
himself, he might have been signally ^' strong^ 
in Christ, to bring low some proud, or to 
support some weak spirit, by touching allusions 
to his cross. Mr. Beachcroft might also have 
sent such messages to his relatives and friends 
and flock, as might have proved to them ^'a 
sweet savour^ of redeeming love. Yet enough 
he said to testify his own security in Christ, 
and to encourage others to ^^ taste and see that 
he is gracious.'' 

A single contemplation of the blessedness of 
departed saints may reconcile the friends, and 
also the flock, of Mr. Beachcroft to their severe 
loss; the loss of his wise counsel, his tender 
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sympathy, his Christian example. That he, 
though dissolved in body, is spiritually '< pre- 
sent with the Lord,^ should prove a well-spring 
of consolation to their drooping spirits. And 
whatever blessings were conveyed to them by 
his faithful ministry, still let them delight to 
meditate, '^^Ae/otmtoi» of living waters^ does 
not and cannot fail. Omnipotence is never at 
a loss for instruments to glorify his name in the 
support and the salvaticm of his people. Let a 
Martyn or a Heber die, Jesus Christ lives, and 
is alive for evermore. He is " with you al- 
ways." 

Here the reader may reflect how different is 
the departure of the true Christian from that of 
the enemies of Christ. The unheliefoer^ like the 
wretched Paine,'*'' may make a philosophical 
parade even in his last moments. But the de- 
spiser of the Cross is not ihe possessor of peace ; 
and least of all, when eternity is perhaps as near 
as it is awful. Not a ray of consolation beams 
upon him from all his cherished theories and 
idolized conclusions. Follow, then, the true 
believer and the infidel to his dying couch, and 

• See " Life of Paine/' by John Scandret Harford, Esq. 
an interesting and instructive narrative. 



UEV. BOBEBT POBTEN BKACHCBOFT. S47 

honestly determine for yourselves, my younger 
readers, which is the votary of truth, which 
is the benefactor of mankind? 

To the profligate the thought of dying is 
like that of plunging down a precipice. Yet 
even he might have learned from the last looks 
and accents of the Christian minister to come 
with a broken spirit to that Saviour who can 
make it whole. 

The worldling might also have profited by 
that scene to which we have referred. It is not 
in his principles to cheer him on the bed of 
death, or to pour the radiance of hope adown 
the dark and dreaded valley. Yet by witness- 
ing ** the last end*" of one who overcame the 
world by faith in Jesus, the lover of wealth, of 
pleasure, of pomps and vanities, might have 
been led to " count them but as dung that he 
might win Christ." 

The pharisee might have learned in the 
chamber of the dying Christian to abandon 
the presumption of self-confidence for the humi- 
lity of faith. ** It will be too late to cry for 
mercy* when it is the time of justice ;" and to 
discover our sins, and depravity, and helpless- 
ness, when the oflFer of free deliverance from the 

* Commmation Service. 
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guilt and the dominion of sin shall never again 
be made us by a rejected Saviour* A calm as 
transient as delusive is all that self-righteousr 
ness can bestow. Abandon, then, the foundation 
of sand, and thus you may die, like a Beach- 
croft, rejoicing in the rock of ages : like him^ 
possess the fwm and also the vitalities of ^^or- 
thodoxy," and your end may yet be blessed. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

HisFimeral — Unanimous marks of respect for 
his memory — Monumental Tablet and Epi- 
taph written by himself — Summary of his cha^ 
racter — A short elegy — Conclt^ding remark^. 

Notwithstanding the decease of Mr. Beach* 
croft occurred at Clifton^ it was the wish of his 
venerable mother that his mortal remains should 
be deposited in the church at Bltmham. As, 
therefore, he had left no directions respecting 
the place of his interment, and probably because 
it was to himself a matter of seLdary moment, 
to that village he was removed. Here it may 
be proper to remark, that unless peculiar and 
pressing circumstances forbid it, the grave of 
a Christian should be opened wherever he may 
breathe his last. By this arrangement much 
unnecessary expense is saved to his surviving 

m5 
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friends. The conveyance of the dead in hearses 
is to those who have made no trial of it incon^ 
ceivably expensive. By avoiding so heavy an 
expenditure a large amount might be saved for 
the purposes of liberality and charity. 

In recording the funeral of the beloved rec- 
tor of Blunham, we may notice the rank and 
respectability of its numerous attendants. The 
friend of his boyhood, Lord Grantham, joined 
the mournful procession from Bedford to Blun« 
ham ; a procession consisting of not a few of the 
neighbouring gentlemen and clergymen. The 
other friends of Mr. Beachcroft (excepting the 
author who was compelled to be absent by the 
disturbances and fires, then prevailing in his 
neighbouriiood) testified their affection by their 
presence, and consecrated his memory with 
their tears. 

** There never was,'' says one of the attend- 
ants, in a letter to the author, ^^ a ceremo- 
nial of the kind, in which the mourners were 
so truly those of the ?ieart and not of the mere 
garment There seemed to be a general sense 
of some vacuum having been made in each in- 
dividual's affections which he despaired of alto- 
gether supplying. In his parish too what a 
deprivation ! Blessed, as well with the means 
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as the inclination, to ^ go about doing good,' 
with so much warmth, yet so great judgment, 
so agreeable and yet so instructive, .... they 
unll have much to answer for joho have been/a^ 
wmred with his pastoral care for twenty four 
years. 

Ever yours, &c. 






A Letter from another friend who was present 
at Mr. Beachcroft'^s Funeral. 

" Dec. 2, 1830. 
" My j)£AR Friend, 
^ When we arrived at Burford,* numbers of 
the villagers from that parish joined in the pro* 
cession, and had depicted on their sorrowful 
countenances that unbought tribute of affec- 
tionate regard which only faithfulness such as 
his could have inspired. When we reached the 
bridge, which I conclude to be the boundary of 
the parish of Blunham, numbers of poor people 
were waiting there, all the men having crape 
hat-bands, and all the women something, amid 
the poorest attire, to denote outward mourning, 

* A village about two or three miles distant from 
Blunham. 
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If I were to form a judgment, I should 

say tluit two hundred at the least composed the 
mournful group. We did not pass a cottage^ 
nor a turn in the road, where there were not 
poor women testifying by their tears, .... how 
dear to them had been the faithful pastor, from 
whose lips they had first learned the truths of 
the everlasting gospel, and who had gently and 
affectionately led them to Him who is the way, 

the truth, and the life And when all that 

remained of their minister was lowered into its 
narrow mansion, the sobs and tears of those 
who stood round, from the peer to the peasant, 
were mingled in one affecting and heart-felt tes- 
timony. But your chief consolation is, that 
hia record is on high ; that, having passed this 
comparatively dreary wilderness, he is come to 
Mount Zion, the city of the living God, and 
has joined that innumerable company out of all 
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, 
whose names are written in heaven. 

** Yours, my dear Friend, 
Faithfully and affectionately, 



« To Mrs. B " 
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A Letter from a clergymcm who frequently 
visited Mr. Beachcroft during his residence at 
Clifton. 

" Cliftpn, Nov. 26, 1830. 

" My bear Sib, 
^^ The impressions Mr. Beachcroft uniformly 
left on me, were these ;— how simple and strong 
was his faith; how abundant his peace, evi- 
dently flowing from such a faith ; and how full 
was his heart of gratitude to God, and love to 
his fellow creatures i I do not know that I ever 
witnessed these graces so unmingled and so 
abiding. He told me that for many months 
past he had been hourly expecting his summons, 
but that God had mercifully kept him without 
dread, and with an unshaken reliance on that 
atoning blood the efficacy of which it had been 
his privilege for so many years to proclaim to 
others. 

" Yours very faithfully. 



" To Rev. T. A. M." 



The Rev. Mr. Mendham, then curate of 
Blunham, bore a similar testimony to the aflec* 
tion of its inhabitants to their departed minis- 
ter. 
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« Nov. 1830. 

" During our last Sunday morning service, 
many an eye was filled with tears, as various 
parts of that service seemed to bring Mr. 
Beachcroft again to their minds. Thus in the 
first Lesson, which was the 11th chapter of Pro- 
verbs, the 4th, 6th, 8th, SOth, 28d, SOth verses, 
seemed very applicable. And just before the 
Litany, when I had used to desire the prayers 
of the congregation, I made a short pause to 
signify that their prayers were now no longer 
needed. It seemed to create a general sensa- 
tion. Few whom I have yet seen can speak of 
his departure without tears.^ 

His attendant physician remarked, on hear- 
ing of his death, *^ Mr. Beachcroft had the sim- 
plicity and cheerfulness of a child, and the true 
piety of a Christian. These and all the en- 
dearing qualities which compel esteem must 
live in recollection while recollection lasts.^ 

Nor must the homely testimony of his parish 
clerk be here entirely omitted. 

<< Blunham, Nov. 28, 18S0. 
" Hon. Madam, 
" With a lamenting heart, I fed it my duty 
to write to you, to thank you for your extreme 
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kindness to us all. We are all very much af- 
fected by the loss of such a kind and dutiful 
minister. Such a scene I never witnessed before. 
For greater respect never could be shown both 
by friends and neighbours. It was affecting be- 
yond description ; and he is ever to be lamented 
by all who knew the value of so sincere a friend. 
Myself and family have every reason to feel 
the loss of so affectionate a friend. My poor 
mother considered herself not destitute while 
you were situate with us. The loss of my poor 
father and minister, too, who spent so many 
years so happily together ! We trust that it was 
not only on earth, but will continue in heaven 
If so, their joy is incomparable with our loss. 
Myself never witnessed such a Sab- 
bath as this has been; for the church was 
crowded with people, and in general, not a face 
without a tear, 

" From your most humble servant, 

" Henry Clabke." 

That Mr. Beachcroft was not unworthy of 
the tears that dropped upon his grave is yet 
further evident from the following sympathetic 
letter, written by a quondam curate. 
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** Nov. 18, 1830. 

<' Mt deab Madam, 

** I hope I may be 

allowed to give expression to my feelings of sor* 
row. What I owe to the example and to the in- 
structions of Mr. Beachcroft I can never pos- 
dbly express. But I trust I can, with all sin- 
cerity, assert that the time which has elapsed 
since I left Blunham has not in the least dimi- 
nished my sense of the value of the benefits I 
derived from commencing my duties as a cler- 
gyman under his superintendence. I look back 
with terror to the inexperience and self-confi- 
dence which are too commonly found in young 
men leaving college ; and the retrospect fills me 
with gratitude to God, and with respect^ of 
which no words can convey an adequate idea, 
for that kind instructor, whose admonitions 
were distinguished by a gentleness of manner 
quite his own, and whose advice always carried 
with it a conviction of its reasonableness and of 
its intrinsic value. Therefore I do think I 
am qualified to feel what a loss is sustained by 
society, by the church, by the parish, .... 
through his removal. It was to be expected that 
the lovely tranquillity which so distinguished 
him through life would not be interrupted in 
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and I hear £rom that 

was as peaceful as could be 
entered into his rest, and ie 

presence of his Saviour on 
for his own acceptance, and 
[ to set forth to others, as the 
inner, and of whom he had 
grace, iu a peculiar manner, 
v\y in heart. Nothing, I am 
nsolatioQs of the gospel can 
1 a season ; and I trust, they 

by you in this time of trial. 
10 has promised that He will 
pie, 

me to remain, 

My dear Madam, 
" Most sincerely yours. 



tbaa." 

reader with a sketch of Mr. 
iment, and with a copy of 
hich he prepared with his 

he yet speaketh," not only 
of his friends, but for the 
church at large and for the 
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peculiar edification of the younger ministers of 
Christ. For we may, on the whole, assign to 
Mr. Beachcroft a station far above mediocrity, 
both in mental and spiritual respects. His mind 
was greatly more efficient than some superior 
intelligences have proved in the first and best 
of causes. In him was no such indolence, and 
therefore no such inequality, as frequently slU 
tends on genius. Nor did he, like some intel- 
lectual giants of our land, and even of our day, 
amuse himself with human theories and mere 
conjectures, instead of humbly and steadily pur- 
suing the light of Revelation. The Author of 
his being had given him perspicacity to see, ra- 
ther than expansiveness (if we may use the 
word) to comprehend those subjects which suc- 
cessively occupy the human mind. If not 
strong he was active, if not splendid he was 
elegant in all his mental operations. And 
scarcely could the hand of genius have increased 
the attractive power of his conversation and 
his writings, especially such as were epistolary. 
His judgment was marked by a solidity, which 
is seldom, if ever, found in alliance with ex- 
haustless wit, and transcendent imagination. 
His scholarship was sound, his theological at- 
tainments considerable ; and both were indefa-- 
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tigablj employed for the advancement of 
^ truth," for the glory of his Grod and Sa- 
viour. 

As a preacher he clothed his thoughts in 
plain and unambitious language. He strove at 
least to meet the apprehension of his rustic 
hearers, and as scriptural phraseology was pro* 
fusely scattered over his pages, none could fail, 
except from criminal inattention, to learn 
much from his discourses. Where they want 
the exactness of method they possess the sua- 
vity of love. His doctrines centred in the 
cross; he was not ashamed of his Redeemer. 
" The love of Christ^ was the theme nearest to 
his heart, not only in the pulpit, but in the 
cottage ; and to how many souls he proved a 
sweet savour of Christ, will not, and cannot, 
be known till the day of final disclosure and 
universal judgment. 

But the personal excellencies of Mr. Beach- 
croft impart to his memory an attrition that 
can never fail. Though partaker of the fall of 
Adam, and consequently of that ^^ carnal mind^ 
which is ^^enmity against God,^^ he had so much 
of amiableness*' by nature, and so much of holi*^ 

« That such amiableoeds is perfectly consistent with 
alienation of heart from God, and if unaccompanied by 
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ness by grace, that a more blameless character 
could not easily be discovered. As a son, a 
husband, a master, a friend, a benefactor and 
father to the poor, he adorned the doctrine of 
his Saviour. The blessed death of Mr. Beach- 
croft was the crown of his Christian life, and 
forbids his bereaved relatives and friends to 
sorrow at his tomb ''as those that have no 
hope.'' 

The author would be permitted to insert the 
following Elegy on Mr. Beachcroft : — 

" Friend of my youth, with sad, yet buoyant heart, 
I see thee from a world of sin depart. 
While thousands nin a vain and fatal race, 
Thine was the glorious course of Christian grace. 
Taught by that power whieh makes the blind to see, 
Thy bosom owned the sinner's misery. 
Yet to a Saviour rose each contrite thought. 
Till peace divine thy ransomed spirit fraught; 
Then as his own ambassador to tell 
' In him what stores of grace and glory dwell. 
Was joy to thee ; most ample and most bright. 
When sinners heard and sought the Lord of light; 
How dear to them their honoured pastor's name, 
Their tears, their sighs, their looks may now proclaim ; 

grace, has in it " the nature of sin," is clear from the 
history of the youth who turued his back on the Re* 
deemer. Matt xix. 22. 
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How dear to me let this faint tribute show, 
And at thy name let memory fonder grow, 
While Christian hope of blest re-union sings, 
Where endless peace from endless mercy springs. 



CONCLUDING BEMABKS. 

To the reader, especially to the ministers of 
Jesus Christ, " a small still voice ^ of admoni- 
tion seems to issue from the tomb ; even that 
they should more habitually " consider their 
latter end^* Familiarity with the sick cham- 
ber, with the scenes and sounds of death, is cal- 
culated to blunt our sense of their commanding 
import. The very constitution of our nature 
forbids us to feel them with equal force in the 
commencement and progress of our ministry. 
*^ Our passive impressions,^ says Bishop But- 
ler, in his unanswered and unanswerable ^ Ana- 
logy,'* "by being repeated, grow weaker ; and 
being accustomed to others' mortality, lessens the 
sensible apprehension of our own.'' How, then, 
is this tendency to be counteracted ? How is 
the all-important truth, that the lips which 
preach are as mortal as the ears which hear, to 

• P. 100. 
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acquire its due influence over our labours, our 
life, our heart ? The true Christian can be at 
no loss to furnish an immediate, a correct 
reply. , 

Such an one must feel, like the deceased rec- 
tor of Blunham, the necessity of Christian re^ 
tirement in order to that commtmion with 
God which is the Ufe of the immortal soul; 
and which, associated as it necessarily is with 
Christian vigilance, enables the minister to see 
the first inroad of Satan, the first encroachment 
of the world, the first assault of the flesh ; till, 
in " the strength of God," he happily resists 
and overcomes them. " When I cry unto thee, 
then shall mine enemies turn back.^ "*- Never 
will he attempt to reconcile the listlessness of 
the indolent, the dissipation of ^^ the lovers of 
pleasure, '^ the thirst of the covetous, or the 
dreams of the ambitious, with a recollection of 
the warning voice, *' surely I come quickly.^ 
That voice will call him to his closet, humble 
him on his knees, awaken his whole spirit to 
supplication f<Hr grace and peace, for fide- 
lity in life and blessedness in death. That 
voice will also lead him to '^ search the Scrip- 

• Ps. Ivi. 9 
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tures "* for that " truth'' with which he may alike 
edify " the household of faith," convince the 
pharisee, melt the publican, and through " the 
power of the Holy Ghost,'* bring home to him-^ 
self and to his hearers the consolations which 
come down from heaven. While strangers to 
our closet, are we not strangers to our God ? 
In such a case how can we preach, or teach, or 
live, or die, after the bright example which is 
before us ? The race, the theatre, the assem- 
bly, the ball-room, the fox-chase, and the public 
dinner, will appear to the dying minister but 
miserable substitutes for prayer and holy medi- 
tation,.for the momentous, yet peaceful, labours 
of the true evangelist 

And if by retiring into the closet we are led* 
more seriously to contemplate the day when we 
shall go into the grave, shall we not, like Mr. 
Beachcrbft, stiidy to be found faithful in every 
cLct and office of the ministry? With eternity 
before hh eyes, and the knowledge of Christ in 
his heart, the preacherof the word will prove by 
appealing to " the law," that " all have sinned " 
to the condemnation and ruin of their souls; and 
by unfolding " the glorious gospel," he will show 
the refuge, the restoration, the redemption, 
provided for them in Christ Jesus ; the necessity 
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and value of that faith which alone can justify 
a sinner in the sight of Grod« And the more 
frequently the minister of Christ hears that so- 
lemn sound which tells him of the departure of 
a soul, the more tenderly will he say to those 
who are present in the body, ^^ We pray you in 
Christ^s stead ^ be ye reconciled to 6od.^ ^ The 
knell will also produce a deeper sense of his ob- 
ligation ^' to feed the flock of Christ.'^ Feeling 
that every opportunity may prove his last, his 
addresses in the cottage and in the sanctuary 
will be more full of Christ, and consequently of 
truth, of love, of peace, and consolation. He 
will illustrate the exquisite saying of a Scotch 
Divine : * " Though all Scripture be as gold, 
yet this (Christ's love) is a pearl in the gold ; 
though all be like the heavens, yet this is like 
the sun and stars.^' 

To consider his latter end will also lead the 
surviver to imitate the life of the deceased^ as 
far as he himself, through grace, copied that of 
his Redeemer. Thus the conduct of the minis- 
ter will echo his faithful admonitions. \ ^ By 
pureness, by long-suffering, by kind- 
ness, by love unfeigned . . ... by the 

• Anthony Burgess on John xvii. p. 1. 
f 2 Cor. vi. 
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armour of righteousness on the right-hand, and 
on the left, by honour and dishonour, by evil re- 
port and good report ;**' in a word, by *' walking 
with God,^ he will prove that his motives are 
untainted either by interest or hypocrisy; that 
what he says he feels ; what he reeommends he 
practises, or sincerely aims to perform. The 
world may censure him for his strange depar- 
ture from their ways; but he will pity the 
world for their blind and desperate departure 
from the ways of God. Their devotedness to 
things temporal proves to him the impossibility 
of paying an excessive attention to things eter- 
nal. While they dread not too much pleasure, 
too much wealth, too much reputatiop, he sees 
no reason to be afraid (if indeed that excess 
were possible) of too much love to Him who 
has *^ opened the kingdom of heaven to all be- 
lievers.*" 

Not to multiply inferences, we will conclude 
by submitting the following contrast to the 
reader. Miserable, or fearfully insensible to 
the terrors of impending vengeance, is that 
minister in the hour of dissolution, by whose 
lips, whose life> and whose heart, self has been 
unhappily exalted, and the Saviour of the 
world denied ; and who, notwithstandinghis high 

N 
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vocation as '^ messenger of the Lord of hosts,^' 
has been *^ conformed to this world," and sa- 
tisfied with '* the praise of men.^ Death strips 
him of his enjoyments, tears from him his pro- 
stituted dignity, and brings him trembling 
and confounded to the bar of God. 

But happy that ambassador for God who, 
in the devoted spirit of a Beachcroft, has not 
(Mily preached Christ, and made known his 
gospel in the cottage, and carried the conse* 
crat^ censer trom the public to the domestic, 
from the domestic to the private altar; but 
who has also been ^' led by the Spirit^' in this 
age of shameless infidelity, to illustrate Chris- 
tian principles by Christian practice. Sickness, 
sufierings and death will then but serve to de- 
monstrate the gracious presence of a Saviour, 
and to prepare the spirit by that purif3ring 
process which is so necessary to a corrupt 
creature, for what eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, nor the heart of man conceived, even 
that " fulness of joy" in the presence of God 
and of the Lamb, to which his people shall rise 
from the darkness and silence of the grave. 

^^ Let me die the death of the righteous, and 
let my last end be like his." 
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St. Luke xxiii. S8. 

Weep not for me, but weep for yourselves and 

for your children. 

Bbethbem, — We have paid our last tribute 
of respect and affection to one whom we might 
justly style our father and our friend. We have 
committed to the tomb his earthly remains, 

in the assurance that long since 

on earth he had heard his Saviour's voice, 
and had come forth from the death of sin to 
the life of righteousness ; that even now his 
soul standeth with joy before his Father^s 
throne, and that at the last hour he will be 
one of that numerous and triumphant multi- 
tude which shall rise to meet the Lord in the 
air. 

How highly he was respected, and how great- 
ly beloved, not only in his own parish, but also 
throughout the neighbourhood, that numerous 
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assemblage which followed him to the grave, 
and that which is this day present in the house 
of God, may fully prove. Then ye indulged 
your sorrow by taking a mournful, and, as it 
were, a final view of him as belay in his grave ; 
now ye are assembled to hear something more 
concerning him— how he met * the last enemy ;^ 
how he was enabled to stand in the trying hour. 
It is my office this day to set these things 
before you ; to shew you that, as he lived so 
he died; and then to lu'ge, that would you 
experience the Christianas death, you must imi- 
tate the Christian's life. If, witii the apostle^ 
you would say, ^^ Tome to die is gain,^ with 
him you must also say, ^' To me to live is 
Christ." 

Now, as he long Uved amongst you, and as his 
faithfulness as a minister endeared him to many, 
his affection and benevolence to all who knew 
him, as even those who disregarded the mim^^ 
ter could not but love the Christian ; and as 
I088 often makes us more alive to a sense of 
what is valuable than possession, I cannot won- 
der that many a heart should be filled with 
sorrow, and many eyes run down with tears, 
when you reflect that all earthly union with 
your late minister is dissolved • And 
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though we had the mournful event long before 
our eyes ; and though the accounts which we 
from time to time received left us but little 
hope of his final recovery, yet now the stroke 
is come upon us we feel it to be afflicting and 
grievous. The friend, who so kindly aided you 
in your various troubles and distresses, and who 
so earnestly and laboriously endeavoured to 
shew you your best and truest interests, is seen 
and heard by you no more. 

Let us then seek consolation in the words 
chosen for my text. They were spoken by our 
blessed Saviour in an hour of unexampled sor- 
row ; they are replete with goodness and love, 
and may convey the most important instruc- 
tion. 

The text was also chosen by your late minis- 
ter as very suitable and appropriate to the death 
of a believer. Surely, then, the words are well 
fitted to our use, when contemplating the death 
of one concerning whom we are assured that he 
himself was a believer in the gospel of our Lord 
and only Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Our text contains a two-fold direction. 1. We 
are admonished to dry our tears. S. We are 
allowed to give them full vent. 

1. We are admonished to dry our tears; 
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"^ Wc«p not ibr ne.*" Does this directioii 
wxikI strange ? The Tiew of any one lying in 
the ^hiMiiVff of skknesB and on the bed of 
deach— torn away from many tomforts, and 
frvoft the p i ciSMKe of dear friends and dearer 
leLftCXTCf — tortured fron time to time with the 
piuDs of iDiKsa^ tat the rdirf of which art can 
do jo fictle— death mating e¥ident approaches $ 
« . « « sinrelT such a spectacle may command our 
teai^ Tet« if the words now before us are 
spoken by die suiSeffer himself, how soothing 
and cimhoKd^ the directicm ! As if he should 
^T« ^ Low and cast down as I nuty appear, I 
aai neither left nor desorted. Pitiable a^ J 
nuty scem^ I am not unha|qpy. I feel support- 
f^t under all by that ann which brought salya^ 
tioQ; and in the prospect of a glorious eternity 
how li^t are these suflmngs of time !" 

But we may pass on to ike dkarat^er of that 
person who can say in the hour of death, ^* Weep 
m^formew"* Thisisnotthepriril^eof all. Nor 
is it every one whose dying chamber is, as it 
wtnre^ thedark anti-room to the palace of eternal 
peace and glory* No ! Such directicms the be- 
liever alone can give ; such honour, such peace, 
belongs to the saints alone«Who^ thai, can say at 
such an hour, *' Weep not fcnr me ?^' Who but 
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the man that has peace with our God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and whose justification in 
the court of heaven is proved by the sanctifica- 
tton Off his life and conduct upon earth ; in 
'whose spirit there is no guile; who, as he 
experiences the power of God in subduing his 
iniquities, rejoices in the reflection, " Thou 
hast cast all my sins into the depths of the 
Bca." To give so consolatory a direction be- 
longs to those who have considered both parts 
of the seal which God himself hath set : ^^ the 
Lord knbweth them that are his, and let every 
bne that n^meth the name of Christ depart from 
iniquity.'' They exercise themselves always to 
have a conscience void of offence toward Gpd 
and toward men. They rejoice in the hope of 
being found hot having their own righteousness, 
but that of the Saviour Jesus Christ, and yet 
fbllow after that holiness without which no man 
shall see the Lord. They rejoice with the 
i^eet Psalmist of Israel, that " He hath made 
with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all 
things and sure. It is all my salvation and all 
ftiy desire.'* Such are the persons, who can say 
in the hour of pain and sickness, " Weep not 
fbr mey 
^'llet ui next consider the views yihidi would 

N 5 
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influence the true believer to say, ^' Weep not 
for me.'* 

His sorrowing firiends might say, ^' Can we 
see thee taken away from all the enjoyments of 
this life— from friends who so justly esteemed 
thee, and from the church of God, in the midst 
of so much usefrilness, and yet not weep for 
thee?'* "No;" he might confidently reply, 
" * weep not for me,* I have a better home and 
better comforts in prospect, than those frt>m 
which I am called ; I am not so poor as to have 
no other treasures than those which the world 
can give me ; I have beoi taught to set my af- 
fections upon things above, and therefore to 
leave without regret all I ever possessed or 
enjoyed in this world. As to my friends in 
Christ, I hope to meet them again, to part no 
more for ever. As to my 'usefulness,^ I bless 
God that while health and strength remained. 
He enabled me, ' in godly sincerity^ at least, 
to engage in his work. But now that I am 
called to my rest, why should I repine ? Thou^ 
he has used me as his instrument for good, God 
can carry on his work without me ; his great 
and glorious designs will never fail of their 
full accomplishment.^' 

His friends might continue, " Do we see 
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th66 80 tried with sickness as to have no rest ? 
can we give thee no effectual aid ? and shall 
we not weep for thee?^ — " No,'^ he would re- 
join, ** * weep not for me,' though my suffer- 
ings are indeed great ; yet I deserve, for my 
numerous and aggravated sins, far greater. How 
many eminent servants of Grod have been more 
tried than I am f How much greater the pains 
of my dying Saviour, and he had done nothing 
amiss ! His sufferings were on my account. And 
blessed be Grod, mine are but for a moment and 
are not worthy to be compared with that glory 
which shall be revealed. O what comfort to 
fSeel assured in the midst of all my affliction, mine 
iniquity is pardoned through the blood-shed- 
ding of Jesus Christ ! Had ^ I now the work of 
religion to begin — did I now lie exposed to the 
heavy wrath of God — were these sufferings the 
lightest I had to bear — ^had I in addition to 
them the terrors of an uneasy and troubled con- 
science—if God were not my Gt)d, nor Christ 
my Saviour, then might you justly * weep for 
me.' Think not I am left alone. I find now 
the presence of my Saviour ; his grace strength- 
ening me ; his Spirit upholding me ; He meets 
me in the dark valley ; He speaks peace to my 
soul, and all is well; * weep not for me.'" 
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** Can we think,^ his friends might add, ^^ of 
thy body a prey to worms, and soon to moul- 
der in the grave, and not weep for thee ?^ 

" No," he would cheerfully reply, " ' weep not 
for me;^ Christ my Saviour has overcome 
death, and in Him I also have victory. He 
has broken the bars of^the grave, and pro- 
mised that I in due time shall do the same. 
When the appointed time cometh. He will 
clothe me, not as now with a diseased,, mor- 
tal, corruptible body, but with one immortal 
and incorruptible, as my Redeemer^ 

^* Have I been so long a stranger and a pil- 
grim, and shall I now that I am near my home 
shrink back with dismay ? Has my body been 
so long tried with disease and pain, and shall I 
grieve when about to lay them aside for ever ? 

^* Have I so long carried on a warfare against 
the temptations of Satan, the seductions of the 
world, and above all against the remains of my 
obstinate and corrupt nature ; and shall I lament 
that I am now going to put off my armour and 
put on my crown ? 

^^ Long since has communion with the Father 
and with the Son, by the Holy Spirit, been my 
chief comfort and delight. But such seasons 
have been always short, and too often broken 
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and interrupted ; ever liable to intrusioii from 
within and from without. And shall I lament 
because I shall be admitted to an eternal com- 
munion ? a communion of which, while on earthy 
I could form no adequate conception ; and 
which knows no interruption, no conclusion— 
for it is promised, ^ they shall ever be with the 
Lord.' * Weep not for meP^ 

Such then were the character and views of 
our late lamented pastor. That he had a right 
and saving faith, his ministrations,' public and 
private, might demonstrate. You who so long 
heard him, well knew how faithfully he 
** preached Christ crucified ;** the sole founda- 
tion of your hopes, your peace, your joy, your 
glory. He embraced that " great salvation " 
which he so affectionately made known to you. 
He walked in that path of holiness which he so 
earnestly and faithfully pointed out to all his 
hearers. His life proved his hope to be ge- 
nuine. In every relation of life he was the same. 
To all mild, gentle, and courteous, none could 
know him without feeling a regard for him. I 
have heard it remarked, that in his presence 
discord never arose; or when it arose, was 
speedily silenced. His was not negative good-, 
ness. Of him it might be said, as of the right- 
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eous Job, ^^ When the ear heard him, then it 
blessed him; when the eye saw him, it gave 
witness to him. He delivered the poor and 
fatherless, and him that had none to help 
him. The blessing of him that was ready to 
perish came upon him. He caused the widow^s 
heart to sing for joy." And as he did justly and 
loved mercy, so he also walked humbly with his 
God. That he was "not of the world," but 
that Christ had " taken him out of the world," 
his self-denial, his spirituality, and bis zeal for 
his Master^s glory might uniformly prove. 

But why do we mention these things ? Not 
to magnify the creature, but to exalt the Sa- 
viour. Of his righteousness, and of his only, 
did your beloved minister make mention even 
with his latest breath. To grace he thankfully 
ascribed his every good work — ^yea, his every 
holy thought. Yet we have remarked his Chris- 
tian life, in order to make it manifest that he 
was tohai he appeared to be. 

When visited with his last sickness, and more 
especially when recovering that power of speech 
of which he had been for a time deprived, what 
were his first words ? Not those of complaint, 
grief, regret, or murmuring ; but those of joy 
and thankfulness. He then said, " God is 
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LOVE r Blessed be God: I have not now all 
ike work to begin r However brou^t low by 
illness, he was still evidently an object of Grod^s 
love and tender care. 

And now permit me to mention one thing 
which evidenced both his happy frame of mind, 
and his affectionate regard for you. When he 
could no more benefit you as through grace he 
had so often dcxie, by preaching, by advice, by 
warnings, by consolations carried to your own 
homes, he did not forget you. As he could do 
no more, he still bore you, as it were, before the 
throne of grace, in hearty and fervent prayer 
for your everlasting welfare. And few things 
afforded him more joy than to hear of any who 
began to take serious thought for the things of 
eternity ; who were awakened from their state 
of sin and death, and brought from the service 
of the world, to that of God and of the Lamb. 

When at length he felt the nearer approach 
of death, his peace did not forsake him, nor his 
hope make him ashamed. ^ And who does not 
desire a peace, a hope, like his ? Which of you 
can refrain from saying, ^^ Let me die the death 
of the righteous, and let my last end be like 

• For particulars of his blessed death^ see the 15th 
chapter. 
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Us ?" Wdl I remember that the last ie«t of de^ 
todon in whieh I saw hkn engaged was that ^ 
fafvent prityer, that all who then stood beforer 
hin might be diildren of God through firith in 
Christ Jesus. 

Secondly. We are allowed to- give our teara^ 
ftdl vent. 

^ Weep for yourselves and ibr your chifc 
dren/* It is not required of us in the gospel 
entirely to suppress our sorrows. Let them 
be direeted in the right channel, let them be' 
restrained within due bounds. And here shall 
I lament the loss our church has sustained, ol 
a minister so faithful and laborious P Shall I 
lament the loss our parish has sustained, of a 
kind and benevolent pastor.^ Shall I speak 
of societies, of many of which he was an active - 
member? Shall I lament the loss society M 
general has sustained of one so pious, so learned, 
so affectionate, so courteous? That sorrow 
which is so greatly felt by his nearest relatives, 
maybe said to extend wherever his name was 
known. . i 

Ye, who sat under his ministry for four-and^ 
twenty years, has not Christ cruciAed been evi- 
dently set before your eyes, as the' only Sa- 
viour of us lost and miserable sinners ? Might 
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W not say in tbe w<»ds of the apogtle Paul, '* { 
call you to record that I am pure from the Uood 
^ all men ; finr I have not shunned to declare 
to you the whole counsel of God ?^ Hath not 
the impenitent been warned? Hath not tbe 
pautent been directed to the great source of 
peace and consolation? Have not the back- 
dading been recalled, and the stedfast been en^ 
amragedand animated to persevere to the end f^' 

Some, perhaps, who were once strcingers to 
the truth, may now be saying to themselves, 
*^ Yes, I feel that I have lost a friend indieed* 
How long had I wandered in the ways of sin ^ 
how carelessly was I hastening on to my eternal 
ruin ; how heedlessly was I standing even <m 
the brink of hell, but under my deceased nd* 
nister I was arrested in my sad course ; I was 
convinced of my sin and danger, and then I was 
led to seek that grace of Jesus Christ which is 
the only sure refuge of a lost sinner ; that 
fountain which is still opened for sin and for un- 
cleanness. Thus God has given me the hope 
of pardon and peace, yea, of eternal life and 
j^ry." 

We may^ from what has been said, urge on 
all sinners the necessity of repentance. For if 
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a miaister so faithful and so blessed, was still 
so grievously afflicted; if all his trials were 
only that onrrection ^ich the Father of spirits 
judges necessary for those whom he loves best, 
how great will be the sufferings of those whom 
God shall hereafter punish, not as a father his 
son, but as an offended sovereign a rebel, or as 
a judge a condemned criminal ! If judgment 
begin at the house of God, what shall be the 
^id of those who believe not the gospel P If 
the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall 
the ungodly and sinner appear? How fearful 
will your state be, when ye shall see the Son 
of man, whom ye have slighted, coming to take 
vengeance — coming ^^ with ten thousand of his 
saints to execute judgment upon all, and to 
convince all that are ungodly of all their un- 
godly deeds which they have ungodly com- 
mitted, and of all the hard speeches which un- 
godly sinners have spoken against him !'^ 

Were there not too many in his time who oc- 
casioned him great and continual sorrow by 
their sins, by turning a deaf ear to his instruct 
tions, and by setting his counsels at nought? 
Might he not say with the apostle, ^^Many 
walk, of whom I have told you often, and now 
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tell you even weepmg, they are the eiiemie» of 
the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction, 
whose Grod is their belly, whose glory is in their 
shame, who mind eardily things.'^ But now 
your sins can no more grieve him; they are 
laid not to Am charge but to yours; for he 
warned you of their evil consequences. There- 
fore they will surely rest upon your own 
heads. 

I beseech you then by all the regard you ever 
felt for the departed, by all his kindness as a 
fiiend, all his faithfulness as a minister, by all 
the advice and instructions you received from 
him in private as in public, ^^flee from the 
wrath to come ;^ put away iniquity from you, 
that it may not be your ruin. Cease to do 
evil, learn to do well. Flee to the fountain 
opened for sin and for undeanness, that so your 
sins may be washed away. Then may even 
you, who by your sins grieved him in this world, 
be his crown of rejoicing in the next. There 
may he see the grace of God magnified in add- 
ing you to the host of the redeemed. 

Let me urge you to be diligent and active in the 
service of your heavenly Master. It will not be 
enough for you to think well, or to speak well, of 
your departed minister, to admire his character. 
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and to wiih that you wefre like him ; tior will it be 
eoough to have been attached to him as a friend 
and benefactor. It is required ofyou to believe as 
he believed, and so to live as he lived. For this 
end be earnest, like him, in private (Communion 
with God ; like him, " search the Scriptures,''* 
and ^^ strive to enter in at the strait gate.^ 
Then may you, after his bright example, be 
holy in your conduct, faithfully discharge all 
the duties of the station in which it has pleased 
God to [^ce you, and follow him as he him- 
self foUowed Christ. " Mark," says St. Paul, 
*^ those who walk so as ye have us for an en- 
aam}de.^ Would you have their consolation in 
death? Seek the grace which renewed them, 
and whidi will be effectual to you also if you 
seek it earnestly. Would you die the death of 
the righteous? Imitate their holy life. 

I would remark that such considerations can- 
not fail to bring peace and comfort to every 
child of God. You have fresh reason to be 
stedfast and immoveable in the faith, and al* 
ways to abound in the work of the Lord ; 
for you have had fresh proof that ** your la- 
bour will not be in vain in the Lord." And if 
in the hour of death you shall be able to say, 
like the deceased, ^^ I die at peace with God^ 
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tbroii^ Jesus Chriat^ and with all the world ;^ 
yfiM jou not h^ve a co»solatOTj view of tlie 
brightness, of your final portion^ and of iht 
abounding goodness pf your God, m and thioogb 
hisi d,ear Son ? 

And as you believe that your beloved, minis- 
ter is gone to glory, think, ye who are in Christ, 
think how soon you will again meet him, and 
ip^eet to part no more. And though he, by whose 
ijainistrationsyou have so much benefited, is now 
np more, Jest^e is the same yesterday, to-di^'^ 
apd for ever ; that he can carry on his work 
independently of any instruments; and that, 
", hayi|)g loved his own which were, in the world, 
hip loved them to the end.**' * 

. In conclusion, I would say, with an eminend 
^rvant of God on a similar occasion — " Re?? 
member the words and actions of your deceased 
pastor; endeavour to conceive at all times what 
he, would say were he permitted to speak, and. 
what counsel would he give you. Beg of God 
to give you grace and wisdom to follow that 
counsel which he has given you in times past. 
Do not sufier your grief to waste itself in useless * 
Upei^tationa ; but endeavour to prevent thet 

, . • John xiii. 1, 
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worst consequences of this bereaving providence, 
by walking in your pastor^s steps, that when the 
chief Shepherd shall appear, ye may receive a 
crown of glory which fadeth not away.^ 



THE END. 
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